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Merrp Christmas and Bappy Vew  Bear to

all  #flembers
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The Marlow Donlery gets the righf-away,

FROM THE CHAIR

Ar I mentioned in our Sentember Newsnlettier, ten
yeers ago a course of lectures on the Greet
Western deilwey, ziven by & ur. R.D. Bowen in a
Harlow secondary &choocl, ceme to an end. Yrom
this weekly gathering wrs born the idea of form-
ing a local railway =society. A comoarison of the
mempershin lirte of derch 1977 and Seotember
1986 whows that of the original 26 members only
9 sarvive to enjoy our tenth birthdsy. Others
heve moved sway, or nossibly loest intereat, and
at leart two heve died. rhere were soon around
53 v2id~up members end this figure hes been the
agverage strength of owr naunbers ever since.
After a genersl meeting in Janusry 1977, at
which rules pnd regulintions were finalised, the
Society held its very iirst ovwen neeting in the
Harl-~w Donkey hostelry on the 24th ol rebrusry
1277.

I wrr morry to hear recently that one of our
=3rviving nine rounder Hembers is Torsaking
karlow Bottom for the Cota=wold Hills. Ron Brooks
will be grestly misced. He hrs been one of our
keenert membere and hes alsp done =ome excellent
work pt Pawley. o doubt he will remain s MDRS
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menber and will be with us from time to time.
Who knows, he mey even continue his excellent
book reviews and Christmes fanteeies!?

Although it is not verhsps the Cheirman's
funetion to review recent publicasions in the
reilwey vress, I feel I must recommend = 1986
parchese. Isn Allen Ltd. have aroduced 2 series
of 'Rail Centres' and their lstest is OXFORD.
As a8 resident of thie city for forty veers I waa
delighted to find ur. Laurence Weters hed
written an excellent history. The locomotives
of all the Big Four compenies could be =een st
Oxford station. The mein station wes GWR, the
ameller terminue station 2longside wae LuS; a
daily King Arthur or s West Country (even ¥9's
before the War!) would bring in & croes-couatry
exoress from Poole. An occasional LNZR engine
would come gouth from Banbury.

The Wycombe Railway Comnany resched mlmost to
Oxford. In 1864 the line from Theme to Kensing-
ton Junction was ovened end nart of this line
gtill counects with the cer factories at Korris
Cowley.

When nteam traction finally died in August 1968
we little thought of 2 future when there would
be & substantial vrovision of rzilwey odreserva-
tion ceantres gnd even steam-hznuled specials on
our main lines. Continentel steam enthusiasts
must envy our good fortune in this country.



During recent years I heve read from time to
time ‘3erry to recommence cutting uv', 'Wood-
hamg' Yard to close', or 'Final notice to
would=be purchesers'. I have now read 'Bsrry to
close next March". There cannot be mich of value
remaining. However, what a marvellous source

of restorable steam locos Woodhems of Barry
Irland heve been in the past eighteen yeosrs.

Lest week I perased the home of the Cholsey &
Wallingford idailway Preservetion Society. Four
years ago they purcheged the trancated branch
which formerly ron from Cholsey and Boulsford
Station into the town of Wellingford. A rash of
factories and amall houres hes spread over the
erez. where VYelliingford Stetion once 8tood. How-
ever, the HN2ZW Wallingiord Strtion i= in being,
they pomoesr two smrll dierel locos, an ex-GW
2-3-01, and 2 smrll guantity of rolling stock.
No doubt with the GWS at nearby Didcot attend-

snce on onen faye muet be 2 conetant Irsclem.
We wish them well end hone they will continue
to »rosver.

3oth .loger 3owen and Pete Grestorex have nrovi-
ded 2 Jrogramme 0i glest smealkers over the nast
ten ryeers. I congrotuizte them both - I wouldn't
kaow waere to sizrt lookxingl A very high stend-
srd of both soeakers and visuwsl aides has been
msintained, ‘e lookx ferward ton our next ten .
years, more guect smeskers, more excursions, and
plenty of meteriel nlease Ior our gquarterly
newsletters.

A very Hanay Christmas and 2 Prosperowns llew Year

to 8ll our membhers.
JA/;

MEETINGS PROGRAMME

All meetings are held at The Chequers, High
Street, Merlow, at 7.45 for 8.20 »m.

‘Thur. 15th Jan. ANNUAL GUIiSRAL LEDICILG

‘The ngenda for the neeting ir given on nage 2.

The formal buariness will be Followed by 2 wro-

gremre of memberr slides this ve=r with 7 theme
71977 end the early yerrs oI the .DIGZ".

Thur., 19th Feb, 2DHOUOGRAPEIC CO.PITILION

Slightly revi=ed this year, full detsails apaesr
on nege 2. Plerse enter as meny classes es
voseible to enmure a successIiul evening.

Thurs, 19th Mer. T SWANNIAGE AJLUAY

Our 1987 sumer trip will take us to view the
Swencge neilwey. As e drecursor 2 tnll sbout the
history snd fevelonment of this ex-LEZTR line.

Thor. 23rdé Awr. IH5 ARLOW DOITKEY

Chrie Turmer andé Paul Karau zre currently omtt-
ing the finishing touches to the definitive
history of our locel line. At this meeting they
will describe something of the colourivl story
0l the "Donkey" uesing the r=re illustrstions
assenbled TIor the book. Plesse note the revised
DAZE®

SOCIETY NEWS

NSW_NEMBEAS

We zre delighted to welcome many new members to
the Society. lir. Boot and dr. Wimbush both of
Marlow, wr. % Mrs, Cubley of 3isham, Kr. Box iroa
Bourae End, iur. Schrouder of High “ycombe =z2nd HMr.
Peir from Chesham. Welcome to you all, we hove
you enjoy our activities and look forward to see-
ing you 8t foture meetings. .his brings our men-
bershin u® o the 60 marlk for the rirasi tine.

FARETTCLL ACOH

With regret we smy goldbye to don Brooks, one of
our Iowmmder menmbers and well known as our regualar
bosk reviewer snd eathor of the Chrietass
stories, to sa&7 nothing of being the chief signel
engineer 2% rewley. don hes noved to Winchconbe
in Gloucestershire and his new house 26 joins
Jincheombe statinn on the Glos & Worceetershire
Rzilway. “hould z2ay members be in the sres they
sare invited to drow in for = capra, dhone firet
ot 0242-5673352.

PRoVIOU- EBILIGS

The sutumn eeasmon meetinge heve been =ubject to
some dirruntion due to the continving work et the
Chequers, we trust this hes not zerred your
enjovment.

Brent Yudson sterted the semron with a further
look 2t the reilweys of Chins and Hong Kong to-
gether with the usual degree of background colour

October wag an unusual meeting when Insvecior
Price to0ld us something of the history and work
of the 3ritish Traneport Police.

Another Society reguwler, “Wony Hell-Petch enter-
tained e in Hovember with & further selection
from the erchives of the NRW. These included the
Lynton & 3ernsteale, varioue long forgotten
lines and colour film of the »re-war stream-
liners.

SUSSCRIPYTIONS

The Treasurer hes indiceted that he does not
wish to increase owr annuel subscriotion rate
which fells due on lst Janurry 1937. We losk
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forward to your continuing support and would ask
you to send your £5 to John Seerms at 32 VWest
¥ryerne, Parkride load, Reading 3G3 23Y. Cheques
should be peyeble to the M % DRS.

THE MORMAN ASTCH-SMITY TROPYY

Another year end ritusl is voting for the best
article in the yesr's "Donkeys". Ballot nazers
will be distributed at the AGH as us=usl, so

apend the Christmas breaX reireching your memory.

CORARIBUTTIONS WATEE

With thies igecae we =ay forewell o two regular
featureg, Ron 3rooks' book reviews and Len
Stroud's memories of Marlow. Your editor is thus

looking for ndditional material - so come on
pens out cheps.

APRIL NMETIING DALE

Your =ttention ie drewn the fact that our April
meeting will be on the 23rd, the fouvrth Lhursday
inetead of the third. which is the day before
Good rricday.

PHT TOUEH ANNUAL G3ZU3R:L LBELITG

dotice iz given that the 10th Annuel Genersl
ileeting will be held on Thursday 1l5th Jenuary
1937 commencing at 3.00om at the Checuers. The
egendr ig as follows:-

1. Avnlogies for Absence

2, Hinutes of 9th AGi (these were »ublished in
the March '86 Donkey, copies available from

. the Secretary).

3. liatters Arising

4. Cheirnen's Revort

5. Lreaaurer's deport

6. Secretary's devort

7. Election of Committee - =ee¢ helow.

8. The 10th Anniversery Programme.

9. Any Other 3usiness.

10. The Horman Aston-Smith Ironhy.

The 1986 Cormmittee hes been:-
Bas Woodward = Cheirmen



Biike YWorris Vice-Cheirman

Peter Greatorex - Secretary

John Sears - Treasurer

Alen Wheelexr - Publicity

Peter Robine ~ Socizl Secretary
Mike Walker - Editor

Roger Bowen
Roger Woodham

In sccordemce with the rvles, Roger Bowen, Roger
Woodhem and Alan Wheeler zre standing down and
due to other commitments none are offering them-
eelves for re-election,

We therefore invite nominstions for new committee
membere to be received by the Secretary, Peter
Greatorex, 9 Wessex Gerdens, iwyford, Reading
RG10 OBA, tel. Reading 345490, not later than
31st December 1936.

The formal meeting will be followed by a members
glide show for which contributions ere invited.
The theme is general s=hots taken in 1977 and the
early yeare ol the Society. Contact Pete Greatore

The Annusl Photogranhie Comnetition

Now an ecteblished annuel event, this year's

comnetition hees undergone further fine tuning.
Pleese sunport the event strongly with 2 large
entry. This year the classes are as followsr~

A ~ Colour Slidez = UK subjecte
B - Colour Slides - Oversear subjects
C - Colowr Prints - uwo %o 2ad ine. S5"x7T" ell
aabjecta
D = Colour Prints -~ =ize above 5"x7" 211 aub-
jects
z

3 & W Prints all s=ubjects

A rize of a £5 book Token is swzrded to each
of tae class winners, who will then conwete for
the "I58ie Lewcock Cun". Judgiag will be by

SOCIETY'S TENTH

10 years ago Roger Bowen was completing a series
‘of lectures in Marlow. His “students™ hed regu-
larly adjourned to the Marlow Donkey and from
those gatherings the idea of a Railwey “ociety
was born, leading to an exploratory meeting in
Januery 1977. Thus was formed the Merlow & Dist-
riet Reilway Society. Few of those original mem-
bers remein but in the meantime the Society has
grown, endured a change of nremises, and gone
from strength to stremgth.

How we heve reached out tenth birthdey its time
for some cealebration and mild self-congretulation
Accordingly the committee have arrauged & number
of special eventis during the coming months in
eddition to our usual monthly meetings.

APRIL will see = week long disdlay nroaocting the
Society in the Anglies B2ilding Society oifice in
wiarlow.

MAY hojefwlly restores a IDRS tredition, the long
weellend, with 2 triv to the Isle of iian over the
S»ring Bank Holiday weekend, It is intended to
viait 21l the lines on the island which will be
celebrating its annual Transport Week. ilembers
interested in joining the sarty are asked to con-
tact Pete Greatorex,
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bellot oI members nresent.

fhere are 2 few rules:— . .
1. A1l entranta aust be »cid o memders.

2. Entrants mey enter sny nwioer oi eclaseses,
with a meximum of 5 entries »er class
ver member.

3. All entriea must be the entrants own original
work.

4, There is no time limit, =shots taken in 1927
or 1986 ere eligible.

5. All entries must heve s reilwey theme.

6. Slides ahould carry the entrants name but
nrints to be unmerlked.

Entries should be hrnded to & member of the
committee by 8.00vm on the night.

VIDEQ IDEAS

Meny members now possess video recorders and no
doubt read the varions adverts in the rzilwey
press with iaterest but are poseibly nut off
purcasse by the high cort involved. With this in
-mind the committee heve discussed the idez of a
Video Librzry being overzted within the club.
This would involve the club ovming tenes which
would be rented out to members, the revenue rai-
ped being nused to buy farther tames. A number of
pointe need investigetion (conyright etc.} but
at this stage we are interested in establishing
if members are sufficiently interested to jueti-
fy farther =tady.

LOJTDWATER RAECALLID

During the recent HNPA exhibition our siend was
vigited by Derrick Llewellyn who presented the
Socisty with & collection of colovr slides he
"took whilst he was Stetion Haster at Londweter
between 1953 and 13963. These will be shown after
the AGH.

BIRTHDAY PLANS

JULY ie reserved for our family excursion, this
time the venue ie the Swansge Railwey which ex-
pects to dooble its length in 1987. As with this
year's trip there will be options for the family
with the seaside and Corfe Castle.

SEPIEMBIR's Merlow Donkey will be a s9ecial
commemorative adition recalling the highlights
of our first decade.

OCTOBER will be a busy month. Seturday 10th sees
the "Greet Marlow Railway Bxposition” an all day
exhibition of resilways at Court Gerdens, featur-
ing =mome of the nztion's finest model railways,
a disnlay of live steam models, a nasrenger
carrying line, various historical displays ang
trede stands. This will befollowed by a public
meeting on Thuraday 29rd at which the speaker
will be David Shepherd. This agein will be at
Court Garden.

Finelly the year will end with a celebration
dinner and social evening during DECEMBER which
wetaag all membera to make a special effort to
attend.

As the year unfolds, further detzils will be
glven at meetings ané in the "Donkey".

RAILWAY ROUNDABOUT Notes

&

News

NEL¥OAK Dif At BOURNE END

In conjunction with the MIPA exhidition on 25th
Sevtember a lletwork SowthEast dis3lay, ovened by
Chris Green, was put on at Bourne Znd. The
chocolate and creem 55020 ran a ponulsr free
shuttle to lerlow whilst L417. the first 117
cleasg unit in NSE livery, onerated to and from
Haidenhead, NST liveried 50.035 ™Ark Royal® was
on diszvley in the station, the iirst class 50 to
venture un the branch. 92270 a Bedford-Bruff
recovery vehicle, wiih the ebility to run on
roads or rails, gave demonstratisns in the fore-
eourt. Peter Aobine did 2 rosring trade sll
noraing in the ticket oifice.

STRAHEER AT BQUANE END

1TAl
An unususl DWU was noted operating the Haidens
head - Harlow branch on Tuesdey 23rd Se-stember
this being one of the 3 car sets normrlly used
on the Reading - Gatwick service. This is not
en isoleted incident, however, =8 on Thursday
16th October & similsar unit was in ure on the
brench and, as on the eerlier occamion, worked
throughout the day. These units ere more com-
fortable end ride much better then our normal
single unit railear or Class 117 sets, =o it is
honed they will be more freguently useé on the
branch.
David Gardner



APTER UZTHORK SOUT=BAST....

MIDLINE is the latest ncme to emerge in Bd's
continuing devolution. Yhis time the iarget srea
is the West Liidlands in a major marketinﬁ drive
in conjunction with the West Kidlands PuS. An-
oth?r striking won-art livery is emerging on
dmn's,

PRESIDZNT HALES 37

Our President recently performed 2 wniove dosble
neming cereasny involving recently refurbished
elrs=s 37/4, 37.425. sirst, at rort Williem he
unveiled one plate commemorating his great grend-
fataer, Sir laobert .cAlnine, then the engine
hryled a sieciel train alonz the ilrllzigz exten-
sion to the Glendinaez Vi=duet where 2 =egnnd
nemedlate. on the ath4er side, wre onveiled dis-
mlayiag "Concrete Bowb", & reforeace to Sir
Robert's »ioneering nse of thies meterisl in
building thirc line in the 1390'e.

LZ7 B 32C0aD

During a svecial trial on Sunday 9th iiovember a
nev BR diesel roeed record of 144.9 moh wesr
achieved between York end Derlington. HSY nower
cars 43109 and 43118 were mriched with an Inter-
nztionzl coack {fitted with the new T4 bogie), 2
Wk.III coach and two research cers, Leb 15 and
Argugs, the lrtter jurt commissinned and rebailt
from the »rototyse buffet car. Lhe =revious
record of 143 mph was set on the r=ame route in
June 1973.

APTIS Oif LIIE

3i's new comnuterized ticket system, APIIS, is
starting to syvear locelly. Dideot is already on
line, Goring stsrts this month, whilet Slowgh
&nd Reading are schedwled for early in the new
year. John Sersrs is sn Accomting Aesiriant at
Paddington helping to introdusce the new machines.

JOINT LINE

The highlight of the gutunn wes the ewvesrance
of "Mellerd". The record brezking A4 nerformed
perfectly during its etay, which was bleased by
fine weather, end jroved a commercial swccean
for BR with vertually every sest sold., As a con-
firmed GW suovporter, even your editor has to ad-
mit thet two Aé’s or an A4 and A3 an hour anart
wea cuite a sight.

The High Wycombe Senta Specisls are in iull
swing with "Sir Lemiel®™ and "Clan Line" working
on 20/2lst December, leaving Karylebone at 11.00
and 13,55, and returning from High Wycombe at
13.04 and 16.04. "The Shakesneare Linmited" will

An unarfici=l etri‘te by mrintenrnce staff 2% Cow
Lane, leading fisrarted locsl rervices in lete
Sentender, errly Ceotader. The Ciszinte concerned
the ¢omditions for refielling dun's znd lasted
aboat 2 wee':s,

KORE 59's POCTI3LE, 39 DI3UL

Another UR brmed querry opersisr, A1C, has ex-
sressed an iaterest in owning its own locomotives
like fozter~feoman. ilthough the WR would like
these to be more 53's, ARC woulf orefer British
built ecvioment. Yhie time we cz2n exnect 3ZIEL to
be more competitive. The Iz2ilfreight sector is
redorted 1o be Jrevering 2 case zad orfer Tor
100 clres 59's from BMD. hMezawhile the nrototyme
89.001, a Co-Co 254V electric has finzlly emerged
from the Brush works at Loughborough. Lhe 7,000
hn unit has HST style cabs a2t boih ends and wears
Inter City livery. After initial trie~ls it will
go into JC.L =ervice,

SVIING CLATSIS

Roger 3owen is Jresenting a series of 10 lectures
on the "Hictory of Railways" at ¥ill Znd Ro=d
School, High Wycombe, starting at 7.307°0 on fues-
dey 23rd Januvery. Purther details from Adrian
Teylor, Bucks WEA Officer, Welton Street, Ayles-
bury, Tel. 83643, or loger Bowen on H.¥. 713837.

NEWS PI0M_ANLTY

The former Bourne =nd waiting room is now rafely
instzalled at the lower junction at vewley
{christened Bourne Again Junc. - ovwch!) and is
undergoing neinsteking restoration. Major repairs
continue on the 2-56-03T no.31 whilst an ex-BR
clags 33 0-6-0DL shunter is due for early deli-
very.

STEAM UPDATE

operete to Stretford-on-tvon on 23th Decenmber.
The good news is that the epecials will continue
to operate during the summer of 1937, but the
bed news is that David Werd hes indicated he in-
tends to une the same locomotives am this year,
thats "Sir Lemiel™, "Clan Line", "rlying Scots-
man® and "Sir Nigel Gresley". Honefnlly wiser
council will »revail and some other locos will
be seen, not only to bolster our interest bui
alao to give other loco owners a share of this
luaerative business to help offset the enormous
cost oi meinteining locomotives to main line
standards.

BOOK REVIEWS

Ron Brooks

Having weited =0 long for the summer to arrive
this yeer, the arrivel in October coincided with
the first signs of Christmas in the shons. It
also coincided with my wife end I Iinding a house
we liked adjmcent to the site of Yinchcombe Sta-
tion, whiech the Glowcestershire X ‘Worcestershire
Aailway intend to re-onen and connect to their
existing set-un st Toddington. I hove that both
my reesders will enjoy this review ol a lsst sel-
ection Irom my library.

The Royzl iocd
Yhiliy idees

Britiah Reil (Westera)
ISBN 0 9054606 63 3
22.95
Western Eandbook British I2il (Vestern)
Geoiirey 3ody ISBH ) 975468 70 5
There two volimes were 9ublished to celebrois the
150th Anniversary of the rounding of the GWi. The
firset is 2 most resdeble 221ted hictory snd the
second is £ mine of genersl inTormation of things
Grezt Vestern., rthey sare well worth a nlsce on
Four =helf.

190 vears of the Great Western Oxford Pub-

D. liicholas & 5.J. liontgomery lishing Co.
SBI 86093 123 4

A eseries of mrgnificient black & white viatures
with informetive carxtions, sterting with broad
guege. lore than two hundred pictures, I Iound e
picture of Sudely Castle, Sudely Croatle is in
Winchcombe! The pictures are groumed into sec-
tions, which are relevant, but sll deserve look-

ing a2t agein and agein.

Tfwixt London & Briestol Oxford Publishing Co.
Michael Hele SBN 0-86093 364 4
Lots of mans end block & white nictures of ste-

tions. The 'Swindon' pictures are perticularly
interesting s& is the »icture of the water tower
and engine shed 2t WAILOW.

Oxford Publishing Co.

Traly the Great Western
SBHN 902888 53 6

Manrice Berley

-4- -



A further series of sunerbd bleck & white pictures
of the GWR in sction. Puffs of steam in every
photo excent 44, 45, 46 which, even so, should
not be missed. Have you ever seen an AEC dtegal
Bus on rails, or vnemmntic tyres on reil? After
that a flying benana is harély worth mentioning.

Reflections of the Grest Western
-J. Blenkinson Oxford Publishing Co.
SBN 902888 52

Yet more pictures, taken in 'S8 & '59, of pteam
on the GWR. Just the thing for e nostalgic peep

into the pest. Over a hundred and twenty nictures
beautifully photographed and reoprocdaced.

I have provided notes on mix books this time as
my napers are 211 packed for removal #nd I am
not absolutely sure that I haven't reviewed any
of these before.

By the way, before I sign off, dont forget there
is &8 very good wrivate railway musuem 2t Winche
combe but the opening times are 2 bit erratic
end should be checked. My best wishes Lor the
continued success of the M & DRS.

VIDEO REVIEWS

Mhke Norris

90 mins

Bailscene No.7T . VHS/Beta £17.95

Subjects covered in this video include the
following: -

Newslines de-ovening of Barmouth Bridge
Movement of etone/ballast on BR -
clasees 45, 27 and 20 at Shap,
Millerhill and Buxton.

Ceb Ride Portemouth to Cardiff.

Dutch Weekend

Preserved Rly
Archive Pilm

Ex BR EM2 Electrics in Hollang,.
Keighley X Worth Valley.

Filmed in 1351/52 at these loca-
tions or lines:-

Lancaster 1o Heyshan

Vale of Rheidol

Huddersfielsd

Bury to Jolecembe Brook

Great jiorth of Scoetlend

Kinge Lyan

Souwth African steam in 1986,

'Sir Lamiel' % 75069 on the Mary-
lebone to Stratford line.
*Hagley H=ll' gt Andover.
Black Five 5305 at Blea Moor.
YHastings' unit=s on the Settle

& Carlisie.
W.D. 90775 at Alton.

World Yews
liewsa

Railscene No.3
Rewslines

105 mins VHS/Beta £17.95

New liveries for Network SouthEsst

St. Pancres to Sheffield.

Ryderail festival in 1986 nlus
intereating vintage film taken
in the 195)'s and 1962. Shots of
Haven Stireet now and then!

Festiniog Railway.

HMainly filmed in 1950/54. Includes

Cromford & High Peak

*T9' at Havant

Lpsat GH 'Ster’

Dulkcedog at Dovey Junction

GC Director' at Penistone

Industrial locos at Dinorwic
Quarries

Longer than usual section, includ-
ing film of the following locoe on
Specirle etc. eerlier this year:-
Burton Agnes Hell, City of Iruro,
Eing George V, Clun Castle,
Kolhapur, Sir Nigel Gresley, City
of Wella, Evening Star, Maude
Union of South Africe and 73050.

In addition visits ere made to
Didcot and Tyseleiabepots. Finally
the rirst run by 1lard on the
Scarborough Spa Express is reporied

Cab Ride
Isle of Wight

Preserved R
Archive Pilm

News

As with other Railscene tanes, the picture and
sound ouslity are excellent on both tapes.
Whether your preferences are for diesel or steam
there is something for everyone amongst the many
subjects covered. Good value and a must for your
collection.

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Roger Bowen

The most significant femture nf our veriod 25
yesrs ago was the moving on the 20th November
1961 »i the =econd reading of the new Yrenaport
Bill. In his opening sneech the kinister of
Transnort, ir. Ernest ilarples, emzhasised that
the future of 3British Jdeilways devwended on its
ability to adawt itself to modern circumestances,
and that sweeping changes and contrections of
the system would be necessery.

flew rolling stock was still apaearing however.
The firet of 2 new seriers of diesel-hydresulic
locomotivens, t0 be kmown ar the "Western" class
was undergoung trisls on the Western Jdegion. It
was nuabered D100D and nemed “"Western Enterarise”
end was in an exjerimental "Desert Sand" colour.
It waz built et Swindon Works, which was due to
builé & forther 34, and a turther 39 from Crewe
Worka make 2 totml of T4. Yhe loco was of 2,700
f.2. of Co-Co wheel erraagement with the Bristol
Siddley-ilayback D655 engines and two Voith-forth
3ritieh hydreulic transmissions.

Other developments of the neriod. On 17th Novem-
ber 1961 2t. Helens Shaw Street Station wes re-
ozened after reconsiruction. In acknowledgement
of the gless industry in the area over 10,000
sg. ft. of glcsa of 12 tynes was nsed in the

main cledding of the building., On November 6th
the famous steam driven Cornish beam eagines,
which kept the Severn Tunnel clear of water,

were brought to a standstill when their tesk was
taken over by modern electrical pumning ecuipment

Clooures, unfortunately, were more the order of
the day. Oz 11lth November 1961 the Western Aegion
clored the line from HMerthyr Tydfil to Portoti-
¢ill Jynection, on 20th October 1961 the Southern
Region closed the Dunton Green to Westerham
branch. On December 30th 1961 pessenger services
were withdrawn between Bedford (midland Roed)
and Hitchin, and on the same date from Chzounel
and Wekes Colne to Meverhill. The 4th December
1961 saw the closure of the line ifrom Hoo Jung-—
tion to Grain to jessengers.

For those interested in the local scene nage 105
of the rebrumsry 1962 "Railway Magzzine” dedicts
the Harlow Braneh pull-aznd-oush tainm with 0-4-2
tank H0.1472 leaving Loudwater on ite daily
tggggh working to High Wrcombe on 11th Msrch

1 .

Slowly then the railways were changing from the
old traditional imege to today's leaner, diesel-
ized and electrified syestem
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BR's NEW ELECTRICS

CLASS 87/2
Power (continupus)
JE20KW (SB50R0).
max speed

175km i (110mBN).

lengih over

Dutters 18800mm
61.6710.

CLASS 89
Power (continuous)
4350k W (5808hp),
max speed

200km.0 (125mph),

length over
byilers 19738mm
{54.95H).

GLASS 81

Power iconlingoust
530K W (500000),
ma,

X speed
200kmn (125mph).

length aver

bulters 18400mm
63.6410.

TRAIN CONTROL BY SATELLITE

Mike Walker

Science fiction perhavs, but now science fact as
this autumn 20 locomotives on the Burlingten
Northern Railro=d have been eavipved with specinl
transmitters to enable them to commnicate their
exact locations tn the Dienatcher zt the control
centre in Hinneavnolis<St Paul via the US Dent. of
Defence's Navetar =atellites.

Known as Advanced Railroad@ Electronie System
(ARSS) it is the result of a four yeer develod-
ment programme by Aockwell-Collins Air Iransport-
ation Division and Harmon Industiries. It enebles
the control centre to continuously monitor a
train'a speed to within 1 mph and ites location
t0 an accuracy of 152'. Whilet normally nused only
for monitoring it can, in an emergency, bring a
train to a stodn.

Harmon suonlies the railroad communications
equipment, including voice and data radios,
whilst ockwell susolies the Globel Positioning
Systenm (GPS) and the necessery gommtore. Initis-
1ly the exmeriment in coniined to arnroximately
220 miles of track 2nd is restricted to 6 hours &
day windows as at oresent there zre only four
satellites. but when The »lenned 18 satellites
ere denloyed in geo-stationary orbita a 24 hour

Navstar Satellites

“ 4
\‘ s
~ ’/

. ,

" 4

service will be possible throughout the world.

Through a smesll antenns on ton of the locomotive,
the Navcore receiver, using the GP3 commercisl
scqguisition codes, consults each of the sstelli-
tes in tarn for & perioed of 1 second to determine
range Girection and sveed, information which is
then tranemitted to the control centre, which in
turn regul=tes and contrnle traffic by verbal
instruction becked by e visual display unit on
the lacomotive driven by the on-boerd computor.

ARES will do more than merely locete and controel
trains, A Iurther Rockwell develonment, Locomo-
tive Anelysis Renorting “ystem (LARS), emmloys
discreet sensors and interrogates trackside
sensors to monitor locamotive efficiency and
health. Fuel level, ¢il oressure, engine temp-
ereture and brake performance dats will be fed
through a Rockwell micronrocessor to inform and
alert as necessery both crew and disnatcher.

Using & combination of ARES and LARS the future
poagibilities are, to Pay the least, exciting.

By comparing train progress with computor simi-
lation of a given route it becomes vossible to
introduce automatic control to operate locomo-
tives in the most energy efficient way. In theory

Control centre computer determines
route location and provides v.d.u




total aatomatic control becomen vossible but is
unlikely because of tunnels etc.

Readers may be wondering why such systems zre
necessary. Well in lMorth America large areas of
track are stil) what is nown &s "Dark Territory"
that is to say unsignalled, with trarfic being
regulated and controlled by written train order.

The great distances involved and light traffic
density makes eontinuous track circuiting and
signelling, as we know it in Europe, hopelessly
uneconomic except on 2 few very busy msin lines.
However ARES will provide the. pame informetion

on train Jrogress as a track circuit, over hun-
dreds of miles for comparatively little cost. In
return dispatchers will be able to control trains
more efficiently, adjusting meeting noints on
8ingle lines, advieing track repair crews, safe
in the exact and continuocus knowledge of the
position of every trein under their control.
Accidents shold become a thing of the past, for
if a train crew should ignore 2 stoy instruwetion,
they ©an be overridden by the dispestcher who can
remotely vut a train into an emergency breke
epplication, and that could be very usetful on our
West Coast Mein Line!

AN Network SouthiEast

David Gardner

On 218t June ar pert o»f its re~-vamving of the
0ld London & South East Sector, now rensmed
Network SorthZast. 38 celeorated 'Yetwork Day'
with nlimited travel anywhere in ita sector
including the Lond:n Jnderground for just £3 ner
adult and £l each child. This srovided = wonder-
211 oovortunity to slan out a rovte to meximam
edvantage. However. being without transwort of
my own and living in 3ovrne 3nd did nut me at o
slight advantage, as I was entirely de-sendant on
the Branch Line t- get anywhere ané thi=z meant a
rataer leter devertare than I would hrve wished
at 7.52 anm,

I could have choren to travel on Southern Lines
with their generally more freguent service and
thereby covered a verr Aigh nileage, but in the
event I decided to s=tick meinly to Li3 lines
raaaing out of Eurton, 5t. Pencras end haryle-
bone and counecting branch lines. Firctly thaough
I wanted to samole t4he delighie of the Jorth
London line from lichmound to North Weolwich and,
devending on the time fezetor, to travel on a
nuzmber of former Zrestera degion and London Lrans-
vort branch lines. How I got on is described in
the following text. rLhe Tact thet I had srevious-
1y travelled over ell the mrin lines was ourely
incidental. It was the only way to get to the
lines I waated and enyway it wes interesting to
meke comzerison.

Having purchased my berrgsin ticket I =et out aa
arevionsly stated on the 7.52 am from Bourne End
to Meidenhead. then on to Windeor & Eton Central
via Slough. With only & minvte to sprre between
my arrival at 8.39 and = possible denarture from
Riversaide at 8.40 am there was hsrdly any chance
of catching this trein and, in any case, at the
time I hed no knowledge of Southern deserivre
tines.

Discovering I hsd nearly an hour to weit I deci-
ded to exnlore the station., Windsor % Eton River-
side, built in 1851, is an attractive building
end with its horse carrisge entrance doors along
its full length, is most anusuval, It still re-
tains ite originel booking heall and ticket
office, though the latter is no longer used for
that -yirnose. Apert from loes of its goods faci-
litles the stetion has not been retionalised in
any way, unlike its Western eanivelent. It hed
been a2t least 25 years since I lest travelled
from this stetion and I wes wleasantly surprised
how little the =tation an® indeed the majority
of the line had changed, ®=till retaining mwech of
ite branch line character. Just before devarture
I took a enap of the EMU with the castle in the
unper background,

The jowrnmey time to Richmond was 1 howr 25 mins,
etooping at ell stations, »lue a 5 minute wait
outside St. Hargarets near Twickenham while a
‘class 33' ceme by with the Orient Zxpress in
tow, and the first time I'd seen it too!

dichmond station and forcoowrt hes been re—
modelled and revwainted in the new ietwork South
Bast calours, commlete with oright red girder
bridge. but looking very smart for all that.

North London Line trains rn every 20 minutes
healed by 2-EP3 3ullied Southern Electric sete,
complete with bars scross 211 the windows to
prevent vassengers from losing their heads in
tumnels. The GLC uwsed to subzidise thirs service

bat with ite demise who does so now? I hed never
trevelled over any of this 22% mile line and it
hes l=rgely been its oromotion which »romated me
to ¢o so0 end I wee not dicavpointed, Pessing
Jillesden I could see condemned cless '5)1°' ELU
sete. It seemed uncanny thet these 223 year old
unite 8i0uld be disvlaced by 2-EP3's (now 415/1)
of & mach older design.

Torta Woolwich wee a delight as the original
stetion building is now restored es & Nuseum
giving = glismrse of whst a station interior
looked like before maodernisation chenged every-
thing. There are =1lso old nhotographs, models
and other railway relice to glow over, »lus &
snles stand. Ovuiside the mein building is the
»reserved GER 0-4-0 saddle.tenk No.228, but so
elosely hemmed in by = wall onéside end gates
each end that it wes very difficult to »hoto-
gravh. Alongside was the cab of 'Black 5' 45203
being restored by BR reilweymen snd further
along the nletform two 0-6-0 saddie tanks, one
from the KESR. It reslly is a worthwhile place
to vieit end there are steamings every 2nd Sun-
day of the month, all free teo.

I could easily hzve ceught the Free Ferry scross
the river from here end then trevelled vir the
SR to Charing Cross, but only found this out
lzter so returned beck as fer as Highbury with a
woman driver gnd guard in charge! Here I took a
GH Electric No.313056 ¢ licorgate intending to
connect with enother GNZ to Kings Cross. However
despite erriving with time to gnere my train hac
gone, indeed this wnarticular system's clocks
seemed to diifer from the rest of BR. Rether
than wait, I opted for a Circle Line train to
Kings Cross then the liorthern Line to Euston,
Beving decided egeinst St. Pancras for the out-
. g s
:a§ agiig c&; %ﬁlggnwgsh%gtaeﬁgpwggmBgngeil%%k
else, then bosrded my chosen trein the 13.21
stopper to Milton Keynes. As we left I glimpsed
87021 Robert the Bruce and 83616 Wigna Pier
interestingly nemed locos but not guite like a
Jubilee or Scott. This was to be my longest
between stations journey at 463 miles on a
route I hzd covered weny times over in both
steam and diesel days but I doubt that a Duchess
locomotive or Peak class diemel could heve
matched such timings even given less than the 8§
intermediate stons involved to Bletchley, my
destinertion. Here I hed 17 minutes to heve a
decent cup oI tem and chat with a local engine-
man before denerting on an ancient DMU known as
the Bedford Rrtiler. The branch Irom Bletchley
to Bedford St. Johns is nert of the former LEWR
line from Oxiord to Cembridge but is the only
gsection remaining oven for n-assenger service.
Zhe pert from Oxford to 3letchley is now single
track and anormally used oaly by freight traffic,
while the Tinel mection from 3edford to Cam-
bridge is closed comnletely. ihe B and B however
ia 16 miles long and dowble track throughout.
Despite this it is nossibly one of the lest
really raral lines left in the §.2. mectar znd
there can be Iew to rivel it 2nrwhere. 0L the 9
intermedi~te atetions (most or which have great
choram) there ere 3 menurlly oderated crossing
getes sad ol course semanhore signels., zhere wes
also & brickworks with several wooden wegons
amongst lines of old steel mineral/cosl trucks.
lio modern =tuif here, 3eyond 3edtord St. Johns
there is now a } mile single line extension
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which Takes the line .nat the Tormer .R engine
shed into the modern iHidland Rord station.

FProm here I tnok an ENU to 5t., Albans City them
strolled through the *'01d Town' with a quick
excursion into the Abbey before mezking I'or the
gtetion of thrt nrme.

Unlike the Bedford branch with iis neat stations
and yurel charm the 6% mile line from St. Albans
Abbey to Watford Jenction has little to Dlease
the eye. Its platforme are almost all bere of
any buildinge anert froa Garston which is board-
ed a7 rnd vandalised. Grass and weeds grow
everywhere. ‘Thet a contrast.

Heving arrived st the Junction station I asked
directions to the iletrowolitan station from e
railwayman going ofi duty and, although his in-
structions were clear enough, I got honeleasly
lost &nd hrd to ask for hely in finding my
bearings severasl times before finally discover-
ing this well hidden LT terminus.

I spent 1% hours and must have walked a great
many niles along the UP merket estates on the
fringe of Watford. Now ju=t when I was dying for
a cupder I couldn’t get one. The journey %o Hoor
Park and then onto Chalfont was pleasant enough
but the Chegham branch was a delight to travel
over.

I did not linger at Chesham though, merely talk-
ing a photogreph and rebozrding the train for
its return journey. Back at Cheliont I hed a

Arrive Depart
Bourne End 07.48 07.52
Meidenhead 08.04 08.10
Slough 08.20 08.33
Windsor Central 08.39 -
Windaor Riveraide - 09.40
Richmond 09.45 10.05
N, Woolwich 11.05 11.35
Highbury 12.05 12.16
Moorgate 12.22 12.40
Kings Crosa 12.45 1l2.52
Buston 12.54 13.21
Bletchley 14.23 14,49
Bedford 15.21  15.30
5t Albens City 16,02 -

very short wait before talking 2 DIU to Aylesbury.
Beyond Amersham the LT wa=s left behind and also
glmoat any indication of eny large inhabitation
of the surrounding area. On arrivel at Aylesbury
I took a walk into the town downing a much
apprecizted 2int at The White Swan pnub., On ret-
urning to the =stertion I took the 20.42 to Mery-
lebone, travelling the full length of 2 line I
had, ':ntil this day, not travelled on before. At
the London terminus I took the Bakerloo Line T
Oxtord Circus where fast work »roduced s connec-
tion on a Central Line train in le=e than two
minutes. I was homeward oound now but an eight
minnte holdé uy at North Acton set me worrying
when the tube train doors gave trowble aad every
one had to wait on 2 rather chilly plrtiorm
vntil things were nat right.

It war 2n 13 minute wait at BEeling 3roadway then
onto Eaidenhead where the last Bourne Znd train
of the evening was waiting, but as the Reading -
London train wae lete coming in we hed to wait
antil 2317, or 3 minutes lsie, to finally arrive
bee't i 3ourne End at 2329, =till 3 minutes late.

To sum un it was a grest value for money day out
which, z7art froa my misadventure in Jetiord, I
thoryugaly enjoyed, neriicularly my triw over
the 3letchley to Bedford line. I travelled
anproxim~tely 232 miles which can't be bad for
just £3, but next time I must get better orgeni-
ped first!

A liet of itrain timez is given below:

Arrive Depart

8t Albana Abbey - 16.38
Watford Junct. 16.55% -

Wetford (aet) - 18,136
Moor Park 18.40 19.07
Chalfont 13.19 19.22
Chegsham 19.29 19,32
Chalfont 19,39 19.43
Aylesbury 20.09 20.42
Mzrylebone 21.42 21.46
Oxford Cireus 21.52 21.54
H. Acton 22.12 22.20
Beling Brosdway 22.25 22.43
#aidenhead 23.07  23.17
Bourne Bnd 23.29 -

DONKEY DAYS PartV

Len Stroud

I heve tried, over wreceding articles, 3o hel»
in nroducing a vision of lize on and around the
old atation et darlow, both in GW daye and the
laat days of Ba Steam. One finds it hzrd 1o be-
lieve that all the bugstle of staff goiag abouv
their mrny duties can heve declined into echoes
in the memory of an old man waiting on a
draughty unmenned crucrete stris IFor a DMU to
roll in for = brief few minutes o nick nuo a
dozen or =o trevellers - and on its way again
to the next truncated secrifice of Bourne End.

The bright new red-white-blue of the lietwork
SouthEast is of little coneolation for times
pagt. "Progress” is = word well used es a large
umbrella covering 1l sttem»ts (rome misguided)
to oroduce imorovements both in customer service
and treek worthiness and it needs little comnent
when tizeisbles are nriated juet in time to be
foiled by crew or stetion st=ff shortages -oiten
unannovnced. A8¢ to this rednorta oI signel fail-
ures, noiate 229 line bresis and revjairs, lead-
ing to even more morose thoughts of the oldtimer
who feels the old GWR dedicntion haze long gone.

So we come to my iinel di= into my 'memory bank'
of sights, sounds ené smells of the old days at
Larlow. Do not nlease gather thet I was obsessed
with odours but they were »~rt and parcel of
everydey life in the environs of the station to
the varied aromes of steam, emoke, cettle,
horses, vetrol, lamn oil and gum arabic, one
more cennot be overlooked, Every ihursday morn-
ing was chosen for the arrivel of fish for
traders in the town - this delivery of course
‘gradually decreased as freezer vens oné roed de-
livery tool over but, in the late 20's - eerly
30's, large flsot boxes were unlozded from the
Guards vzns of early treins and lay oozing water

and melting ice ouiside the nercels oifice %o
the =nuoyance of some nessengers and 'ladies of
refinement’!. {Junior Dorters nleagse note to
have your bucket of water and broom to restore
platform to normel) boxes were sometimes onened
on the =pot - scmetimes broken in {tresnsit - for
local fishmongers who collected their orders.
Other boxes went by the GWR percel delivery van-
not tg'the olfactory advantage of other parcels
aboerd!

4 flick of the switch will illuminate areas of
stztion buildings and »lstforms in modern times.
I think beck to those once involved in cleening
their gas lamos over the pletform at larlow -
occasional chznge of mentle - »olishing the
hinged glasa globes, and the task of lighting
them each night by wulling each lampchain and
reversing the drill each morning as deylight
came.

Angther necessary duty wes the maintenance of
filling, cleaning and vpolishing handlam»s ured
by Gu-rds and other sataff lamvwe used about the
stetion after dark - not forgetting signal
lamns. Yogether this was no emell aumber which
needed regulsr attention in the lemnaroom.

Nowadays it is only lerger stetions than can
boasi & taxi rsnk udon which the travellin
public hrve immedirte mccess. Lesser stetions
may heve one or two who "might" be availeble to
meet incoming traine, Heny »ecsengers heve re-
course to a ohonebox to 'order un' 2 car recomm-
ended by stetion staff (if eny - oteif that is).
The outer canony of the olé herlow Stetion was
peldom ematy of a waiting taxi. If emoty it wes

only beceuse sone longer fares hsd accunied all
texis 2t one time - meybe 2 9rrty arriving by



Not long before deeselisation n July 1962, the "Marlow Donkey’, formed of Collett 0-4-2T no.1421
and BR built Auto-trader W 229W, indulges in a little shunting ot Marlow, The siding was known as
Khartoum because 11 was installed at the turn of the century, around the time of the siege Today
the Manitz building stands on this very spot but the buildings in Dedmere Road are littie changed

Before resuming service 1421 is serviced ot Marlow shed. Although dllocated to Slough (81B) the engine
was resident on the branch reluming 1o the parent depot only for weekly washouts and examinotions
The crane jibs belong to the neighbouring timber yord, served by private s«klings, whose expanson led
to the demolition of the old staton n the summer of 1967
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Marlow's comera-shy goods shed viewed from the station forecourt,

trein had e9lit u» among the cers all for the
seme destination outside towvn. Hormelly it wasg
rare Ior anyone, either treveller »r towil-
dweller, to be disaa7ointed should they need
transnort. It was, oI cosrse, ouite nossibple to
find e#n ematy taxi strndiaz sans driver. He
would 1ot be I=r away - i1 he wes not chatiing
in the Jrrcels ofrice then one should send &
runner = 28 berore — to the "Donkey" as we lmow
it now. Present dzy owestion, in view of oy re-
marks, do "they" breathalize taxi drivers? It
might interest the reader if I recelled the
bases from which came the several conveyances.

I recall Dryes Garage in the Zigh Street (more
recently Humphersons fitted %itchens), Horace
Cheelt taxis (being the hovwse and yerd next to
the dentel ¢linic in Station Rosd), Zeg.Speller
of the Three smunc in West Street (long gorne but
roughly in the area of 3uckland Azilerty Istate
Agents), with 9¢ssible suzdlies from Curralls
Garage in the WHigh Street {whose showroom and
workehon ftood over 2 lerge frontage where sev-
eral shons trade north of the pillared Docatrs
House (offices). One has to remexmber the comva-
ratively smell number of wnrivate cars at that
time 2nd there was much less chance of being met
privately. Thus the taxis oiten mede runs to
surrovnding villeges as well az '"town work' and
the private cars one saw arriviag or dederting
were more likely to carry "first Class" femily
members chanflfered in from Bishem, liedenhan,
Marlow Common, Hurley or wherever their parti-
cular stately home stood, be it great or smell.

And 8o I reach my finsl parsgrashs (I heard that
Sir!) with the natural follow on to the above -
a little name-drovving.

I doubt there i= no station in the lsnd which
‘has not &t some stage in its existence aeen the
regular arrival or devarture of its local Lord
or Lady of the llanor - for as I have hinted be-

fore, the train wes well used in the »re-car

era. Should the fanily be rfoing on extended
vacation no doubt some = or most -~ of the sterf
moved with them down country or up to town, and
here we saw the double meaning to 'Firast Clzas’
end 'Third Clzmss' Tor family went '+irst' and

2ll belsw ladvys mpid went 'Third' - the "natoral®
order of things. So that is how they Iilled the
trzins, arvhe!

Meny - or most - Steztions sew to the needs of
one or rmore immortant (maybe self-immortant)
residenta of the area. Jram Beaconsfield went
G.K. Chesterton or Benjamin Disrseli from High
{ycombe ~ Jerhzas Ddgar Vallece from Bourne 3nd
and what of Eerlow? Hot to be outdone by the two
Windsor Stations - why shovwld they herve the mon-
on0ly on Aoyalty? I will come yo that later.

ilany snlendid aeabers of the irts lived arasund
Merlow anéd some zre tmown to heve trovelled Irom
Herlow while in other croes it is a netarel
assunntion as this wae their necrest stztion.
Where do we start? Dame liellie i.elva, she of the
wonderful voice, ocecuried =2 Tine houese in Juarry
doode neer Winver Jill, .ore receatly Lilian
3aylise of wheatre fame lived near thae bridge.
Jerome K. Jerome of literery wvhsmeside connec-
tions once lived =t Marlow Common a2nfd once I had
Stenley Snencer 7ointed out to me and being told
he sent a cenvas away sonetimes through the
narcels office ~ Tfamona davys ahead for hinl

Did I say =nmething about Royalty? Qh that was
the exiled EKing Zog of Albenis and his retinue
who dived into the woods somewhere rowund liarlow,
and wee kunown to use the trein from time to time.

I must not forget those who come nder the
""County' heading of famous femilies who lived
around and together with the Town Folk, the
Country folk and the visitor combined to make
Marlow Stetion 2 centre of setivity in the area.
They were the days ay Iriends,
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