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FROM THE CHAIR

It is now exactly ten years since Hoger Bowen
began hies excellent meries of railwey lectiures
in a llarlow Secondery school. irom this series
of weekly telks was born our Society. The MDRS
was formed in Januery 1977 end our Committee
are keen to celebrate our tenth birthday in a .
traly fitting menner. You will find detezils of
our celebrations elsewhere in thie and the
December Newsletter. Incidentally Roger ir
still lecturing - a series »f telks on steam
preservation has juet begun at Wendover.

After severzl months of uncerteinty, hierylebone
Station, London's "youngest" terminus, has yet
again been revrieved. It had been resclved to
gsell Merylebone and to close Wembley Complex,
Sudbury and Harrow ioed, Sudbury Hill and
Northolt stations. Marylebone was to have be-
come a cosch stetion., Part of the station may
still be closed and only itwo pletforms retained
but there hes been & 15% rise in the number of
passengers using the Aylesbury line recently.
The success of the atesm-hanled "Shakespeare
Specials” running each Sundey may alsoc be an
edditional fillip. Those traevelling on the
Wycombe line are also to continue nusing Meryle-
bone rather than Paddington. More modern dmu
clegses are being diverted to Marylebone from
areas getting brand new units.

The media continue to enjoy sniping at British
Rail. The recent fatel c¢crash between a train
and a car on the Hull-Bridlin%ton line took
plece on an unmenned, berrierless crossing.
Obvioualy such crossings are pert of BR's policy
of cost cutting but the proliferation is only
part of a great deal of criticism of this
netionalised industry. The Chairmsn of the
Ceritral Trardsport Consultative Committee ham
revealed that complaints heve increased by 39%
during 1985/6. A plan to increase faree by more
then the rate of inflation has natvrally been
greeted by irate passengers as one more reagon
to protest to BAi. Bad timekeeving, overcrowded

and cancelled traine, dirty carriages, unhelp-
ful station mtaff etc. etc., on ton of doubts
a9 to passenger safety, all fuel the media's
relish for bad news, but BR must be vigilent in
maintaining the gradual improvements that have
been evident in recent months.

As the lsst Barry hulks are towed away by opti-
mistic preservationists there is quite an
interest in retrieving British locomotives that
went abroad with the demise of steam. Two
engines brought beck from Greece have arrived
on the Watercress Line in Hampshire. The pur-
chase of e former LSWR M7 tank engine will de-
light all those who remember these attractive
Southern locomotives. They were once a common
gight on lines all over the =outh of ZEngland.
From more than one hundred M7's taken into
British Rail ownership in 1948 there are only
two left, One is stored at the National Railway
Museum at York, the other, which the Swanage
Railway have now purchased, bas been in Steam-
town, Vermont in North Americe. Drummond intro-
duced the 0-4-4T's in 1897 and nost continued
to give continuous service up to the end of
stesm in the '60's.

This aummer's better weather will no doudbt be
reflected in improved ettendance figares at the
meny railway »reservgtion centres when they are
publiched later in the yesr. When onr Society
planned to visit the Hevenstreet comnlex on the
Isle of Wight, I recelled Ian Allan's comments
in his monthly article "Plain Track". His 1985
visit was a disaster. Members of our group
appeered in general to comment fevourably on
the enterprise, rather limited as it is, Here
also, a8 in g0 many other steam centres I have
visited recently, is an example of steady pro-
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME

All meetings are held at The Cheguers, High
Street, Marlow at 7.45 for 8 pm.

Thurs. 16th Oct. IHE WORK OF THE RAILWAYCE

‘An unusual subject for a meeting, with .a look
at a little conaidered aspvect of our railways.

Thurs. 20th Nov. MORE FROM THY NRM ARCHIVES
ony =-Patch

The Asaistant Curator of the Science Museum re-
turns again with more rare footage from the
HEM'es film archives. Included tonight, The ”
Lynton & Barnstaple. Note the change from Oct-
ober for thie meeting.

Set. 13th Dec. THE CHRISTMAS DINNER

Once agein this popular sociml event is unon
ue. Please make your bookings early to Peter
Robims, 95 Broom Hill, Cookhem. tel. BE 27870.

Thure, 18th Dec. CHRISTWMAS VIDEQO SHOW

More wvideo footages from around the world, in-
clnding the vremiere of the MDRS's own video.
Come slong 2nd eee youreself!

Thurs. 15th Jan. 10th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This year's AGM will be special as it marke our
tenth birthday. We ask all members to attend we

need your help to make our plans a reml success.



SOCIETY NEWS

New Member

We welcome another new member to the Society,
Mr. K. Ball, our third from Robinson Road Loud-
water, an obvious hot bed of railwey enthusimen.
We sre still anxious to expand our numbers, m
if eny other members have neighbours and friends
who are interested, bring them along.

Previons Meetings

For various reasons.we were unable to bring the
Post Office Aailways talk in June, but our owm
Peter Robbins stepved in at short notice with
an excellent slide show on the subject of Turk-
ish ateam, supported by sound effects.

duly's meeting was another in house offering
with a slide presentation on the raeilways of
British Columbia and Vancouver's Expo 'B6
Worlés Fair.

As upual there was no August meeting, but a
good eized party journeyed to Bounds Green HST
depot on the evening of the 21lst for a tour of
the plant es a follow up to the excellent talk
by John Cronin in March.

A full report of the successful trip to the
Iale of Wight appears elsewhere in this issue.

Fewley Steam Day

Dur apologies %o those members who hed intended
vieiting Fawley on 3lst August, Owing to cir-
cumstances beyond our control, & total lack of
serviceable motive power, the Fawley Musenum
Society heve cancelled all steam-ups for the
igg; of the year. We will hsve snother go in

On The Box

Society metivities are currently being recorded
on video, thenks to the heln of David Hird. The
results will be edited into a promotional video
ebout the Society, which will be premiered at
our December meeting.

The Cheauers

Having warned of changes at the Chequers, we
feel a little like the boy who cried wolf, as
both the June and July meetings were held in
the Gainsborough Suite! However, the builders
were alreasdy at work, starting on the roof.
Obviously, things have moved on during our
pummer break but there couwld be disruption to
our September mand October gatherings, plesse
bear with us.

On Show Agein

The Society will be having a stand at the
Marlow-Maidenhead Passenger Asscociation's
exhibition at the Bourne End Community Cenire
on Saturday 27th September. In addition to our
stand, there will be model railways, stands,
an all-day film show and displays of vintage
end modern buses, The MMPA and BR are hoping
to get one of the new "Sprinter” dmu's to
operate the branch for the day. We look for-
ward to seeing as many members as possible.

Birthday Plans

An exciting and adventurous programme of
epecial events is being prepared to celebrate
our l0th Birthday next year. We will oresent
full details in our next issue, but it looks
like 1987 will be a year to remember.

Wanted Urgently

One of our birthday plans is a2 special 10th
Anniversary issue of the Donkey. This will be
a proper litho printed booklet which will
mirror our history. Your editor urgently re-
quires photogravhs to illustrate thia. Will
all membere who have ieken photos, prints only
black end white or colour, on any club trip or
event. Please dig them out for our perusal. We
do not guarantee to use everything, but full
credit will be given.

RAILWAY ROUNDABOUT Notes

& News

STATION REBUILDING

fWork is now well underway on the new station
complex at Reeding with completion due in 1388.
During the work a forgotten tunnel has appeared
and found to contein many GW relics which are
being moved to the NRM for cetaloguing. If you
drive to Reading Btation, please note the car
park is now on the north side of Vastern Roed.

Meanwhile, Bourné End has received a new slate
roof whilet the interior is being completely
remodelled with e new ticket office and staff
accommodetion.

BOURNE _END IO FAWLEY

As part of the works at Bourne End, the old up
waiting room, long disused, hae been removed.
But fear not it is to have a pecond life as our
President hes acquired it for re-erection at
Pawley. The wooden structure is in remarkably
£00d condition and dates from ¢ 1896 when the
second platform was installed at Bournme End.

HBAR MTSS AT BARLEY

An observant driver of a trein losded with
petrol averted a major disaster at Earley on
6th August, Petrol spilling from one car
caught fire on the hot brakes. Spotting the
problem the crew guickly uncoupled the errant
car and moved it to safety. By the time the
fire brigade arrived, workers from the nearby
Shell depot han the metter well in hand with
extinguishers,

SPRINTERS FOR MARYLEBONE?

The Bucks County Council have recently discover-
ed that BR intend to introduce the new
"Sprinter™ dmu's on GC suburban mervices at an
early date. This does seem a little odd, the WR
unites are much older than their LMR counter-
parts, in fact the WR sets are some of the o0ld-
est now operating on BR.

EVENING CLASS TIME

Thoee of you who live withih reascnable distmnce
of Aylesbury will be interested to hear that
Roger Bowen is tuter another ovening class
for the W,.E.A. this autumn.

The course starts st 7.30pm on Tuesday 30th
September for 10 weeks. The venue or the Grange
County Secondery School, Wendover Way, Aylesbwxy
and the subject "Steanm Revival®,.

Further details can be obtained from Roger
Bowen or from Adrian Taylor, WEA Development
0fficer for Bucke, Walton House, Walton Street,
Aylesbury HP21 7QQ, telephone Aylesbury B83648.

Roger will be tutoring a second series of
lectures after Christmas. This time the subject
is "History of Raillways®™ and the venue is High
Wycombe, exsct plecs still to be decided.

Nembere will shortlg be celsbrating the 10th
Anniversery of the Society. Bqually, Boger is
celebrat 10 years of railway lectures. Those
long stand members will, I am sure, remecber
that the petting up of the Society in Jenuary
1977 wae as & follow up to the firet series of
lectures by Roger for the WEA in Marlow, The
celebrations that are to follow will, I am
purs, tell you more,

B.D. Bowen




NETWGIK SOUTHEAST

Having brought us Scotrail, Chris Green is now
meking his mark with Network SouthBast, depute-
dly with a budget of E60,000,000 it seems that
only paint manufacturers and printers are winn-
ing, as a programme to paint everything red,
white and blue gets underway. Surely this money
could be better svent, the long suffering
comuuter cares not what colour his train is,
rather that it is clean, reliable and on time.
Locally NSB's leunch hes coincided with serioue
deterioration in local services, as Ernie Dove
recalls in this issue. Meanwhile on the Joint
Line a directive instructs ataff that the NSE
dmu must run as a set, 8o if a trailer fails it
runs as 3 cars and leta the passengers stand.

JOINT LINE

Remember, Just two years ago David Ward was
adanently meintaining there were insurmountsble
difficulties in, and no commercial demand for,
atear operation out of a London terminus. Now
the Joint Line ig moat heavily steam overated
line in Britain (thanks to the efforts of the
Poat Office, not BR) mand the treine are such a
common eight, the novelty ie wearing off.

This year most of the work has been done by
"Sir liigel Gresley” and "Sir Lemiel™., "Clan
Line™ has now returned aiter a lengthy sojourn
at Southall for cylinder and bngie repairs.
Verions ailmente, eulminating in a complete
middle eylinder rebore, have kent our Presi-
dent's "Flying Scotsman" out of the limelight
for most of the reason. )

The biz news currently ie the imminent arrival
of the World Speed Record holder. "Mallerd™ for
& short seeson, see below for operating dates.
The Eastern end Southern dominetion mey be in
danger, "Clun Castle" ruccessinlly completed
clearance trials in May and it is provosed to
try & pimiler excercise with "King George V".
Now that LS pecifiec "Princess Elizsbeth" is

59 DOINGS

Poster-Yeomsn nemed their four EMD'a on 28th
June at an open day. 59,001 beceme "Yeoman
Endeavour", 59.002 "Yeoman Enterprize", 59,003
"Yeoman Highlander”, 59.004 "Yeoman Challenger”.
During the ceremony EMD presented two US loco
bells, one for 59.001 and one, engraved with
the 21 members of the building team, for the
office, Recently one of the cless was hauling

a train through Goring when an axle on a hopper
wagon broke, Sensing increased drag, the logic
computor piled on more power, the crew oblivious
to the damage they were doing!

STEAM UPDATE

active agein, there are suggestions that she
may mppear next year. BR certainly needs to
ring the chenges to stimalate public interest
and custom.

In the Christmas period & series of short work-
ings will operate between Marylebone and High
Wycombe. There will be a flat charge of £8.00
for all ages, but children will receive a
present from Santa. There is no truth in the
runmonr thet this will be a Network SouthEast

carrier bag or tie! CTE Der la{)f—Qt-n

Operating Dates: 2] 2% %=

"Mellerd® arrives at Marylebone Saturday 4th
October and overatea the Sunday Luncheon trains
on 12th and 26th October and 2nd November. On
Saturday Bth November it overates the "Peter
Allen Pullmsn™ on behalf of the Transport Trust
throughout from Marylebone to York.

The Sundey Luncheon trains will slsoc run behind
4472, 4498 or 35028 on 28th Sevtember, 19th
October, 16th November and 28th December.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

FOURTEEN COUPLED

Dear B3itor,

Further to your article on nage & of the June
ipsue, this locomotive ie referred to in
fRuarian Steam Locomotives by H.u. Lefleming
and J.H. Price (peges 51-52), with the virtu-
ally identicel drawing aroduced in that book
by A.B. Durrant. The comments are much the
same as made in the article: but additional
technieal infrrmetion given was thet the
cylinders were 29-1/8 inches x 31-7/8 inches,
coupled wheels S5ft 3in diameter, boiler
pressure 242 psi, and grate area 129 sq.ft.

The all-up weight of the engine elone was 208
tons: and the reason for l4-coupled was the
weight limit on the axles, of 20 tona. This
weight limit hed been laid down in one of the
earlg Pive-Yeer Plens; and the loco was pro=-
duced, ar the Moscow Inatitute of Tranaport
Bngineers had been given the task of establi-
shing the maximum obtainable freight locomo-
tive dimepsions and performance, with this
axle load.

According to Le Fleming, thers was considerable
opposition from a number of more practical
people, &t the Communist Party seesion, that
the 2-10-2 would heve been a more useful engine:
and this, in fact, proved to be right.

Ro details exist of itm scrapping:; it clearly
was not used to any great extent.

The inflexibility of this deri
compered with, eay, the Beyer

is obvious =
arrett principle

but unfortunately, even in Russia, Beyer Garrett
914 not seem to eucceed (although one, the
4-8-2 + 2-8-4 was built at Manchester in 1932,
and at that time was the largest locomotive
built in Burove, breceding by two years the
Rusgian 4-14-4.

Bddie Lewcock

P.S. The sand pipér on the drawing myeteriously
dieappeared in the lower regions!!

VIDEO REVIEWS

Dear Bditor,

From the GWR remoténeses of Bast Sussex I follow
the fortunes of the MDRS through the pages of
the MARLOW DONKEY.

The last edition had a remsrkable firat and the
Bditor is to be congratuleted. This was an
article by my old friend Mike Norris on video
offerings. In nearly 7 years ar Bditor I failed
to get Mike to contribute despite threats and
flattery.

I hope everyone enjoyed this year's family out-
ing to the Isle of Wight. May I put a “plug"
in for the 1987 event - why not a visit to East
Sussex? After all it was back in 1978 that tie
MDRS last saw the Bluebell. As icing on the
cake there are poseibilities of also visiting
the Lavender Line (5 miles) Sheffield Perk (1
mile) and the Bentley Motor Museum (8 miles).

Stan Verrinder



BOOK REVIEWS

Ron

The evenings are drawing in and it is time to
think of a *good read' once sgain. The best
place is by a cozl fire and a very good source
is as far as possible B.T. {Before Telly).
Queen Victoria's subjects, who knew a good
thing when they invented it, loved a good read
and the more words the better.

OUR IRON ROADS Vols 1 & 2 Gresham Ego?g Ltd
ISEN 0905 418 88 3/5

The Vietorian *good read' referred to above is
well provided by these two volumes. Mo asvect
ig left un-investigated - and beering in mind
thet the up feted volumes sre about the 1380
railway scene it is asionimshing how detailed
and =mearching these volumes ere. They will te}l
you for instance the offiecial wey to put change
in your cesh-tray (comvlete with dirgram): how
to be a good Qriver: the duties of a station
master: military overations; mineral traffic:
and a fair bit sbout the founding, financing
and fabrication of the railwayes. Lay in e good
supply of colza o0il for your students lemp,
once you atert these books sre impossible to
put down.
G20RGE STEPHENSON Weidenfeld & gicgglson
ISBN ¢ 29776934 ©

This biography co1ldn't help but run along two
rails, narrow gauge of conrse, because George
and his aon Robert were the reilway pioneers.
They were soon joined by other mesters but this
book concentrates on the interaction between

one men end his time, and e relatiwvely uneduca-
ted working men at that. Another good and in-
formetive read.

RAILWAY ART New York Graphic Society
C. Hamilton Ellis ISBN 0 8212-0710-5

It ien't possible to keep up too high a level
of study so teke a break and look at the pict-
uren in this most interesting book by a railway
artist in his own right. There ir also a most
interesting explanatory text and a fair amount
of colonr.

THE FUN WE HAD
K. Taylorson

This is a collection of articles by a bend of
enthusiasta especiglly for our interest and is
the aort of book ideal for a short 'read' but
be warned the next erticle always seems that
little bit more intereating than the one you
have just read.

NORTH BASTERN RAILWAY BUSES, Nid Valley
LORRIES & AUTOCARS Narrow Gauge
Een Hoole Riys Ltd

Perhaps we forget that the railwsys were
suddenly BIG and had to invent big business
elmost from acratch. They ran buses and
lorries, develoved railecars, and invented
Peollection & delivery™ mlmost in pessing.

Much of this ia illuatreted in this interesting
volume. Lots of ideas and many dimensional dia-
grams for the modeller.

HEF: Network SouthEast

David Gardner

With the offieial launching of BR's Network
SouthBast on 1l0th June, two events guickly
followed which were of local interest to onur
local area. The first of these, Aylesbury
Station Open Day took place on l4th June with
extra redvction feres being available to
Princes Risborough from Chiltern Line stations.
A special free service DMU in the new Network
colours then ran to and from Aylesbury and
Quainton Road, At Aylesbury, which by the way
had been newly revainted, an exhibition of BR
locos, inelvding D203, wagons and coaches was
on view plus brake van and csb rides behind en
early 1960's style green ‘'class 08' shunter.

The main attraction however was 'A4' 4498 Sir
Nigel Gresley which was in steam and rumning
in the station confines all dey. Other attrae-
tions .included film shows throughout the day
in e =pecielly equipped carrisge; Trzde and
Medel Reilwey stende on the platforms and half
pPrice entry to Quainton's Steam Centre with,
of course, free travel there and back.

The event was very well attended and mede an
excellent dasy out for minimum expense, though
it must have been hell if you just wanted to
&o towarde london by train and didn't know
what was going on!

BRANCH LINE NEWS

Ernie Dove

Some interesting local branch line news.
Reading depot crews took over operation of the
Marlow branch on Monday 7th July and as usual
there have been plenty of teething troubles.
Although the train crews come from Reading the
stock comes from 014 Oak Common, all meeting
up at Maidenhead, excepvt it didn't work some-
times resulting in late running and cancella-
tiona. To add to the problems, there have been
troubles with the token equigment causi more
delays in the peak periods. Fortunately Ior
the passengers a system exists whereby your
writer is informed ofi problems by BR so that
passengers at Marlow can be advised of what's
goine on. Some specific incidents include the
following.

Monday Tth July started with a 6.00 am vhone
call. The Reading crews hed arrived at Maiden-
head, but no stock from 014 Osk Common. An-
other call at 6.20 confirmed the first trein
was cancelled but they were hoveful about the
next. At 6.50 & thrid call snnounced that a
trein was on the wey arriving at lMarlow at

iy

7.20 to form a belated 7.14 departure, after
which everything returned to normal. It appears
that no driver was rostered to bring the c.c.s
from the Common.

Wednesday 9th July, phone call at 6.15 ad¥ised
traine would be late owing to stock failure.
However, a four car unit was found which dona-
ted a single power car to the Marlow shuttle
with three cars forming the 07.26 Bourne End
to Paddington, better to have some train than
none at all.

The next day was trouble all day with the token
equipment so the 12.30 Bourne Bnd-Marlow and
12,41 return were cancelled. Pilot men rode on
trains and were then ferried back to Maidenhead
by car for the next run. Token troubles con-
tinued through to Friday 1lth July causing the
cancellation of the 06.23 Bourne End-Marlow and
06.41 Marlow-Bourne Bnd for the third time in
the week.

The first trip to Marlow was again lost on Wed-
needay 16th July due to a driver =shortage, so

Brooks



following a 6.30 call there was another early
morning walk over to the station to spread the
bad news.

The most serious incident occurred on Thureday
17th July when the 10.14 off Maidenhead, on
arrival at Marlow, slammed into the stop blocks,
shearing the fighplate bolts and moving the *
whole thing 18-20 inches, saving a lot of damage
to the power car. However, the service was pup-
pended for three hours, resuming with the 14.14
off Maidenhead. Meanwhile Alder Valley were
called in to operate a replacement bus which
proved useless owing to hold-ups caused by road

works on Cookham Bridge. Further embarrassment
for the driver, was the presence of two Trans-
port Police constables on the train looking
for vandals!

Needless to say the Marlow-Maidenhead Passenger
Association ie extremely concerned with this
deterioration in local service and are taking
the matter up with BR, which now appears to
mean Chris Green, Network Southeast Director

at Waterloo. It seems that 10 drivers were made
redundant when Southall closed - and there are
now not enough to cover all duties!

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Raoger Bowen

In the antumn of 1961 new developments seemed
to g0 on apace on the railways.

It was being revorted thet the first of six
electro-diesels ordered two years »reviously
for exverimental oweration on the Southern
Region were nearing completion. The underframe
being built at Ashford Workes and the body,
engine and electrical eguipment fitted at Bast-
leigh. Under electric power it would achieve
1,600 hp, fitted with the Bnglish Electric
45RKT engine in the Hampshire & Hastiings diesel
units it will produce 600 hp off the third rail.

Actually being delivered were the first of e
further 69 tyoe 2 Birmingham Railway Carriage
& Wagon/Sulzer dieael electric locomotives for
the Scottish Region. Compared to the oprevious
batch they had GEC electrical esaipment and
engines upreted to 1250 hp.

Much lerger however was the delivery of the
world's most narerful diesel locomotive - a
4,000 hp diesel hydraulic by Kreuss-Neffei,
one of six for the Southern Pacific and Denver
& Rio Grande Western Railroads in the USA.
Before delivery it was 2llowed to show its
paces on the steeply graded Semmering line in
Austrig.

An American idee being tried in this couniry
wae the "Rosdreiler™. 50 vehicles were on del-
ivery from the Linwood, Scotland, feetory of
Pressed Steel, being developed from the "Rail-
van™ concept on the Chesapeake & Ohio Railrozd.

Closures were however becoming more significant.
On September 1llth the former Midland & South
Weatern line closed as a through route, leaving
three sections only open for freight only. On
30th October the Dunton Green to Westerham

branch oi the Southern Region closed - after a
fight typieal of London "Commuter area”
closures. In fact the T.U.C.C. had recommended
that the line be left oven but it was overruled
by the Hinister of Transport, Ernest Marnles.

Other points of interest. The Southerm Region
accelerated the timing of the "Atlantic Coast
Express" so thet ite 2 hour 58 minutes schedule
from London to Exeter was six minutes faster
than the "Torbay Expresa". Thie was found to be
well within the powers of the locomotives used,
rebuilt Merchant Navy Class locomotives,

Ot$her then the preserved exampnle, the lsst
“Midland Compound? was withdrawn, No.41168.
Unusual aightings at Marylebone were “"Royal
Scot™ No.46140 on the Marylebone-Perth car
sleeper end "Jubilee™ 45569 on the 4.25 pm
Marylebone-Nottingham semi-fast. Unusual Western
Power included the use of 2-10-0 No.92229 on

the 7.15 pm Paddington-Bristol express.

From September 11th London Irsnsport Metro-
politan line services were recast when Amersham
inatead of Aylesbury became the terminus of
Metropolitan line trains. The new A60 stock was
used but only a temporary timetable applied
pending the completion of four-tracking the
following year.

An announcement was made in the October 1961
copy of "irains Illustrated" that from January
1962 the megezine would be renamed "ilodern Reil-
waye" to reflect its changing content. At the
geme time the cover price would riee from 2/-
(10p) to 2/68 (12%m).

Yet another interesting period in Railway
history, one however showing the trend to more
closures of lines,

VECTISE STEAM AND RATTLERS

Mike Walker

The annual summer trid this year was planned as
the most ambitious yet and, despite early
voices of dissent, wee one of the best patroni-
sed for yeers. Our planned eerly atart wes
plightly delayed by our Tresesurer being caught
by the engineers total occupation of junction
8/9 on the M4, but otherwise the journey down
wes completely uneventfnl ss we mede our wey
down the M3 and X227, to arrive et Portsmouth
spot on clocke-in time for the ferry.

The 45 minute crosring of a mill-pond emooth
Solent was a pleasant interlude and gsve the
opportunity for a drink, sneclk or merely to ob-
serve the multitude of other crait, yachis,
ferries and even hovercraft uaing this duay
cheanel. Leeving the ferry we mede our wey
first to Ryde, to drop off thoze to whom the
beach helf more attraction than steam, and then
on to Hevenstreet.

Quality not onsntity. Thets the motto of the
Isle of Wight Steam Reilway and they live up io
it. Whet a pleasure to srrive 2zt an unspoilt
country stetion, obviously well kent, end to
survey 8 yard which does not look like a divi-
sion of the Woodham overation. On our arrival

two diesels, "Tiger" (NBL 0-4-0 ex Esmo Fawley)
and BR '05' 2554 stood in the yard together
with 37 "Invineible® a diminutive Hawthorne
Leslie 0-4-05T dating from 1915 and late of the
RAE at Parnborough. Presently No.24 "Calbourne®
arrived with a four coach train and lost no
time in ranning round.

The lert surviving '02' 0-4-4T cen only be des-
cribed as immaculete. Weering the post war
malschite green SR livery it was polished from
buffer to buffer. Stending in Havensireet ste-
tion at the head of ita short {train. it mede a
wonderfully nostalgic mright end sound as the
Westinghouse brake pump thumped rhythmically
away. Some chauvenistic members guestioned the
presence of a lady fireman, but all boerded

the train for the short journmey to Wooton.

Again it was g delight to ride in traditional
{timber bodied comvartment etock (not a Mk.I in
sight!) through the gently rolling countryside.
After only 1% miles however we arrived at the
western terminus of Wooton. The new station
here is approaching completion bdut until appr-
oved by the DoT vpassengers ere not permitted
to alight, mo "Celbourne” ran round once more



and we ret off beck to Havenstreet.

We were then taken on guided tours of the small
workshons where the two Terriers, 8 "Preshwater"
and 11 "Newport", together with a breke third
were undergoing heavy repairs. Also in the shed
was a megnificent Isle of Wight 4 wheeled
composite coach nearing completion. The IoWSR
hea been fortunate to recover meveral early
carriesge hodies and these are now being re-
stored and mounted on modified BR CCT chmssis,
It is intended eventurlly to create a complete
Vietorian train to go behind one of the
"Terriers", =2 laudable project indeed.

The l=2sting impreseion of the Isle of Wight
Steam Railwey is very high. As etated the aim
of guality not guantity is achieved by a smell
but dedicated bunch. ‘We now made our way back
down the nerrow lane to Ryde, net down some
members, picked up others 2nd set off on a
leisurely anti=clockwise circumnavigation of
this picturesque island. Some of the roads
though are not mede for a modern 40' long coech
and a triy through Yarmouth was prevented by a
weight restriction, whilet a hsirvin bend
clinbing ovt of Ventnor taxed Gavin's driving
gkill to the limit.

Several members plighted at Shenklin and szmp-
led BR'm leat remeining overation on the island.
This of course is in reality the Overseas Div-
ision of London Irsnsgvport, being operated by
the old "Standard Tube" stock dating from 1924
to 1927 and don't they look it, complete with
above floor electricel gear and clerestory
roofs, the ride is lively (squere wheels end no

Bpringst).

At Sendown the island's only BR locomotive
03.079, a rare tyne anywhere now, wes in its
usual location among the P¥ wagons whilst
Brading sported a complete met of operetional
gas lemps, surely unique on an electric railway.
The large number of dumped and canibalised cars
around Ryde St. John'e works confirmed thet the
day must be rapidly epproaching when someone is
going to have to make some serious decisiong on
the future of Bi's moat unusual operation.

All too soon it was time to gether up the
entire prrty and cetch the ferry back to the
main land. The journey back to HMarlow was by
way of the scenic Meon Valley and Alton (which
took us under the Mig-Hants). So ended one of
the moat muccessfnl trips yet and one which we
can relive as a video was made of the entire
trip. This will be premiered at our December
meeting.

Thanks must go to Peter Robins for the organi-
pation and to Gavin Francis fro his exvert
driving for the fourth year in succession. In-
cidentally some members questioned why we hed a
coech from London, well the enswer is simple.
Gavin normslly spende Seturday and Sunday work-
ing for Limebourne driving the Round London
Sightseeing Tours andé is therefore able to get
a very modern coach at an extremely advantageous
rate. It is not generally kmown that Gevin does
not get paid for driving us which is why we
elways arrange a good tin.

Where to next year?

ABOVE SIR PHILIP ROSE'S VIADUCT

David Gardner

During the last 12 monthe there has been more
than one mention about local industrisl rail-
ways and I wondered how meny members of the
MDRS lknow about the narrow gauge system that
existed beyond Rayners Avenue and the impress-
ive 'Sir Philiv Rose's Viaduct at Loudwater.
Until quite recently if one wanted to catch a
bus to Hayners Avenne, the stov was advertised
in the timetable as Gravel Pits and this is
what the railway served , yet even 30 years
ago when my two brothers and I were Young boys
tge gravel pit was deserted and worked out.

I say deserted because we never saw anybody
there no matter whet time of day we visited the
site, but all the ecvipment was there and in
working order.

For a start there was & large c¢rane on which we
could move the jib and shovel uv-and down and
from side to side to side. All the glass was
intact on the cab and the door opened and shut.
No wvandalism having taken pleace.

The site was high above the valley with only a
dirt track lesding to it and was ouite smell by
modern standards, but of course to our child-
hood minds it was vest. The reilwey resn from a
deep overgrown basin up a steep incline and
into a narrow tunnel, How far this tunnel des-
cended we never discovered as fear of whet
might be lurking down below discouraged us
from going more then a few yards into the dark
hole and not having anything to light up our
passage into this prospective hell was enough
to0 send us scurrying back to the comparative
pafety of the outside world.

At the basin end the traclk came to & halt in an
earth benk which formed a primitive buffer stop.
A metal truck rested on the trsck and we woul
all push the wagon up the incline a8 far as we
could then pile into the hopper for an exciting
ride down the slope until we hit the bank with
a bump. Looking back, these rides were fairly
short and got shorter as we got tired and could
not push the truck so far up the line. These
rides however came to an abrupt end when we hit
the bank rather hard one day and the truck came
off its rails. Despite all our efforts we could
not get the truck beck again eo abandcnned it
where it lay. LThere was always the crane to
play with anyway.

One day we arrived to find the erane wrecked
which effectively .put an end to our enjoyment
and trips to the pit, for the walk from our
home in the valley and village of Loudwater was
8 long one. Years later a much older boy, or
young man as he must have been then, told me
that he mand hia friends had purchased a certain
prand of weedkiller, mixed it with suger, and
blown the crane to bits.

It did not however encourage me to Jdo likewise.

I have often thought about revisiting the site
to Bee if anything remsins of the railway. It
would still mean & stiff walk as, to the best
of my lmowledge, there is still no proper road
but at least it would satiafy my ever increas-
ing curiosity.

Does anyone know who Sir Philip Rose wes anyway?

SWANSEA & MUMBLES

Roger Bowen

Kembers will recall that the Swensea and
Mnmbles Railwey was the firet in the world
to cerry passenger traffic.

Opened in Anril 1806 for goods traffic, the
earliest reference to passenger traffic was
the 25th March 1807 when one Denjamin French

paid the Company £20 per annum “for vermission
to ran a wagon or wagons on the Yram Read for
one year for the conveyance of passebgers". All
traffic was, of course, horse powered and in
the early deys operated on a toll besis rather
than the railway ran its own trains. Very
gimiler to cansls at the time.



This little note however ig about the intriguae
of the lines clomure on the 5th Jenu-ry 1960.
Briefly the brelkground is thet in 1898 the
Swansea Imnrovements & Tramway Comveny obtained
a 999 year lease from the two owners of the
line, The Swensea & :dfvumbles Reilways Ltd. and
The Humbles fRzilway & Pier Comvnany. At this

time the SIIC had been taken over by the British

Electric Traction Company who beceme firstly
the lorgest tramway group in the comtry, then
the largest bus group, and now a major industr-
ial conglomerate with interests ranging from
Thames Television to Initial Leundry's via
Biffa Waste Disposals. But we digress. In 1927
the SITC wes amalgamated with another BET sub-
pidiary the South Wales Tramwaye Company to
form the South Wales Transport Company. In 1929
the line wes electrified with double deck cears,
very Bimiler indeed to trams. These were built
by Brush at Loughborough, at that time another
BRT subsidiary.

Things went on guietly, in 1954 the Company
celebrated 150 years of its incorvoration. How-
ever, in 1958 South Wales Transport made an
offer, which was accepted, for the purchase of
the line from the owning companies. The rental
et that time was £13,900 pa and the General
Manager gt the time of the SWI claimed it was
cheaper to buy in the lesse than continue pay-
ing Tor a further 950 years! He dismissed
specalation about eny poseible plans for clos-

ure. Yet & few monthe leter a bill was submitted

to the House of Lords entitled the "South Wales

Transport Bill"™. Only after some time was it
realised that this bill included & clause to
allow the original Oystermouth Transport Act

to be repealed and the line closed. Many pro-
tests were made, but two points were never
answered. Firstly the SWI =eid that they could
not afford to modernise the line and could only
buy replacement bures which were a lot cheaper.

Tet they 8id not have to buy the line a few
months earlier did they?? Secondly they =aid
they were loging money on the omeration. No
one could challenge this as the SWi hed failed
to publish its accounts and balance sheet
since 1956, guite illegally and contrary to
the Companieg Actal!

Inevitably the grant got its way and the line
closed in 1960.

From the above, one can see thet British Rail-
ways are not the only organisation who ere good
at arranging information in such 2 way as to
Buit themselves when they want to close a raile
way liae.

Huch fuller detail=s of this saga, with a lot of
interesting photos are included in & fascineting
book entitied "dock and doll to Paradise - the
Hietory of the Mumbles Railway", written by Rob
Gittings and published by Gomer Press in 1982
at £5.95. An earlier book, with greeter history
of the line, is the "Swansea and Humbles Rail-
way" by Chrrles E. Lee, nublished by Oakwood
Press originally in 1942, with the latest edi-
tion in 1977.

THE ABINGDON BRANCH

Bas Woodward

One of our Society's earliest excursions took
us along several unususl pections of line in

the Thames Valley. At Radley Stetion between

Didcot and Oxford we reversed on to the rust-
ing metale of the 0ld branch to Abingson. It

wes my first journey along this line since a

war=time trip in a badly leeking carriage.

Abingdon war the County Town of Berkshire in
the nineteenth century and no doubt there

were many who thought a journey by stage-coach
to Steventon, which was their nearest railway
station, was & slifht on their town's good
name. In 1837 and 1838 Bills were laid before
Parlisment expressing a hope that a short link
to Didcot could be built. The first attempt
wag blocked by the Lords: the second by a Mr.
Duffield, the local Member of Parliament.

In 1844 the GWR built the line from Didecot to
Oxford, but violent opposition from Mr.
Duffield and hir short-sighted friends, pre-
vented this track from psssing through Abing-
don. It is no surprise that Reading replaced
Abingdon mas Berkshire's County Town.

Bleven years lezter the Corporetion of Abingdon
had a change of heart. Parliementary blessing
wag given. Land in Stert Street was purchased
for the provieion of station buildinge and a
spacious goods yard. June 2nd 1856 saw traffic
beginning to use the broad gauge treck to e
wooden pletform at the junction with the main
Oxford line. fadley Station was not built
until 1871.

Plens to build & wagon and carriage works at
Oxford were received with horror by the
Univereity cuthorities. Abingdon approached

the GWH and offered to mccommodate the rail-
way. However, it was pointed out thet much of
the land around Abingdon was lieble to flood-
ing. Swindon decided to build their wagons
and carriages near their locomotive works.

Brosd geuge gave way to standard gauge in 1872.
The brench was single track, two end & helf
miles long, and crossed en area of water
meadows. The terminums at Abingdon had one
platform and buses errived and deperted along-
side. People referred to the'Abingdon Flyer'
with the affection Marlow people once besiowed
on their 'Donkey'.

Freight traffic was important on this line.
Lord Nuffield (Williem Morris) had built his
MG fectory locally and I can remember in war-
time trains of Abingdon-built tanke standing
in the goods yerd. The smpll engine shed was
demolished in 1954, and in the same year the
sidings to the gas worke were taoken up.

Before the AXE descended on this line there
was o reasonably good pesmenger service.
Traine comnected at Radley for both up and
down lines. There was only one engine in
eteam, a push-pull l4xx 0=4-2T, serviced
each night at Oxford Shed. I remember freight
treine hefore the war were always pulled by
pemnier tanks, and I would essume theme con-
tinued to be used until dieselieation,

With the enthusimem being engendered over the
re—oponing of Wallingford's truncated branch
line I would not be surprired to read soon of
yet another preservation venture, this one
based in Abingdon = now a smell town in
Oxfordshire!

DONKEY DAYS - Part 4

Len Stroud

By way of a foreword to this further collection
of memories and anecdotes may I record my great
pleasure at your kind receovtion of my rambling
thoughta. Please be amrsured that I am composing
the following section, not ambitiously seeking
next year's award, but at your Editor'se request!

May I muggest in support of anneals tfrom the
Editor for more meterial for the NEWSL:SUTER
from the membership that the mbove title be
continued when and if my contribntions cease?
There MUST be others who heve items to contri-
tute by way of short anecdotes, jokes, queries
and open-ended discussion. THINK ON.



With the proliferation of books and magazines
covering all fields of reilwey interest now on
the market and the unending suvnly of brochures
gt onrivate railway level, I think back to my
sole written contact with THE reilway as a lad
of 11 «~ 12.

This was the abendoned cony of the GWR ataff
megazine which my father brought home. At my
age much of the content was beyond me but I
found sniwpets of interert in what, by vresent
dey standard of presentation, wes a dull msss
of print to my estimetion. Very occasionally I
remember a stray cartoon creeping in and for no
reason at all one has stuck in my mind over the
years end I can mee it line by line even now.

This bringe me back to '"The Branch! indireectly
by way of the haleyon days of awards for the
*Best Kept Station'. Ve 'y few present dey ste-
tions have the staff or the inelination to
spend the hours that, between the wars, were
used to beautify smell 2nd large flower beds
on station platforms. Although GWR Marlow did
not shine in this direction, I believe Bourne
End= Loudweter and Wooburn Green maede 'a show-
ing' as did Cookham, Taplow on the mein line
was alwsys worth noting but I cannot recall the
winners of the awards.

The aforementioned cartoon showed & country
station platform with & mid-distant view beyond
the platform buildings and a semi-circled
flowerbed over which stooped the rotund poste-
rior of the stmtion ‘gerdener' planting out
additionas to the plot. In the far distance the
emoke and steem of the oncoming trein was gust
visible, while the frantie waving figure of a
lad was running towards us. No doubit in answer
to the yells of the boy apveared the caption...
"Dang the 4.15 boy -~ hand me the dibber".
It sesmed that man knew his priorities! As 1
gaid - memory ies a funny thing and ahy I should
retain that picture is inexplicable.

Humour can be written or porirayed or can be
.fleeting a8 a moment of time - some momentary
action that causes instant laughter - and is
gone. Let us get back to Marlow and pause over
the quirke and pranks that sometimea came upon
the ataff and others.

It wes once a practice - meybe still is - for
baskete of pigeons to he despatched to stations
meny miles from their home loft to be released
for their homeward flight. This often happened
at Marlow. On release from their baskets, the
birds seldom spent much time before orientating
direction and setting off home. On one eccasion
they were seen to fly to the stetion Foof and
line up along the ridge and verch like swallowsa
on & telephone wire before migration. Several
passengere were standing around or sitting on

benches aweiting the next train out. Now the
porter who released the birds wes always thought
a bit pf a wag, and on this 'release' he affect-
ed great concern and stared no at the ridge
scratching his heed and looking generslly ‘'put
out', Onlookers heard him sey to the effeect of
*How the ~--- am I going to get them b=ck in

the = beskete?!’

Of cour=e several amuggestions came from all
quarters and neople who would not consider
talking to 'etrangers' offered ideas end con-
tradictions to him and each other for some
minutes ("Lay seed on the pletform lined up to
the bhesskets, man" ete). No-one noticed that the
birds hsd meanwhile winged away. Not many more
noticed the grin on the wags face as he walked
away from the chettering gathering.

Our monthly gatherings of the MDRS hes produced
meny talks from the more itravelled of our mem-
bers and when we saw slides of lineside life in
faraway places - India ~ Pern - off the beaten
(Railway.Bd.) track I remember one incident
more c¢loge to home., One or more slides showed
natives elamouring for the hot water from the
loco as it waited for overlong halts at waeyside
etations.

I have made previous mention of the new outlook
given to the signal box at Marlow under female
influence. If you will now picture the booking
office partielly under control of the same in-
fluence of 2 bocking clerks (femele) the follow-
ing incident will tally with both signal box
tidiness and my foregoing peregraph.

The two girls (they were no more) shared duties
with male colleagues who, shsll we say, ¢id not
keep up the general tidiness desired by their
counterparts and forever dumped *'fag ends',
sandwich wrappings and clerical clatter about
the working surfaces and desks.

Came the dey of the rebellion and the girls set
to and decided on a general clean up (they
happened to be on duty together) windows were
cleaned - desks dusted - insatruments polished -
fittings re-srranged in order. The train arrived
from Bourne 3nd and all ceased temvorarily to
attend the issue of tickets to ontgoing passeng-
ers. As usual the loco halted sbreast of the
B.0. door on the platfiorm. Comes a bright idea
from one of the workere. Picking up a handy
bucket, she trots off to the loco and re-

quests some hot water. Some demurence from
within the cab and a guerulous enguiry 'What

do you want that for?'.

In all innocence back came 'I've got to wash
my érawers!!' (complete breakdown of crew).

Please send S5.A.2. c/o Bditor for complete
list of comments.

MARLOW BRANCH.
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