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FROM THE CHAIR

Several news items concerning Dai Woodhan's
yard at Barry Islend have appeared recently.
Woodham Brothers and other Barry contractors
first began to cut up redundant steam loco-—
motives in 1959, If Dai does retire soon, as
he says he is planning to do, he will have
been providing scrap metal for export and,
mere importantly, restorable sieam engines
for the past twenty-five years. I read thet
of the few locos left, only one, ex-GWR No.
3814, remains unreserved.

Daring these years Woodham Brothers have cut
up 84 locos, mainly ex-GWR prairie and pannier
tanks. However, what & remarkable supply of
reprirable engines hss been salvaged. The
+final figure will approach two hundred, locos
from 8ll four of the original 1923-47
compenies, and & number of survivors from
British Rail's 999 “standards".

As steam approsched its inevitable demise in
Augnst 196g, British Rail began to store a
number of locomotives. It was a sirange
selection, but heppily it included Ewvening
Ster, Green Arrow, Lord Nelson end Winston
Churchill., Qthers stored were Black Five, an
LNWR 0-8-0, and an LSWR 0-4-4T. A few locos
went overseas, a small number reappeared in
Butlin's Holiday Camps, some were purchased
privately, and Swindon kept KGV under close
wraps.

What would the preservation scene have been
like in the eighties without the Barry locos?
The Severn Valley Railway would have been
SEVENTEEN enginea short, the Didecot Centre
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would have lacked TEN, and BIGHT others would
not be in existence on the Bluebell Line., The
Duke of Glougester, Leander, two Kings,
several Castles and many Halls and Manors
8till exist. The preponderance of ex-GWR sur-
vivors is a geographical fact of life - =crap
merchants in the other regions wasted no time
in the wholesale destruction of locos towed
into their yards.

The exchange of preserved locomotives between
the various centres has been most noticeable
this year. This seems to us railwsy enthusiasts
a thoroughly praiseworthy move. It has been a
real boon to photographers visiting the centre
at Dideot. The beauntifully restored pannier
tank from Quainton Road, the Bluebell's Duke-
dog, Blue Peter and = smart Southern "Terrier"
were on the list of visitors.

Az the Great Western Railway's 150th birthday
celebrations come to an end, I read a number
of post~sc¢ripts in the press. There are the
inevitable sour comments but those who did have
g very real affection for the old company have,
I am sure, eppreciated the attempts te mark an
important amnniversary in the history of our
railways.

We look forward to greeting friends, o©ld and
new, at the Christmas Dinner at the Chequers
on the 21lst December.

A very Happy Christmes and a Prosperous New
Year to a2ll our MDRS friends and their

families.
bus
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME

All meetings are held in the Gainsborough
Suite, The Chequers, Marlow, commencing at
20.00 hre.

Thurs, 16 January ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The agenda for the meeting is given on page 2
The formal business will be followed by =a
programme of short talks/slide presentations
by members,

Thurs. 20 rebruary PHOLOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

Bigger and better this year! Full details are
to be found on page 2. Please gsupport this
event, and don't forget & pen to vote with.

20 March MAINTAINING THE INYER-CITY -
J. Cronin

Thursa.

Mr, Cronin is a senior engineer at the E.R.
Bounds Green depot in North London and will
be revealing just how an intensive Inter-City
network is kept running.

Thurs. 17 April ISLE OF WIGHT RAILWAYS

It is hoped %o have a speaker from the Isle
of Wight Preservation Society to talk about
the history of the islands railways - venue
for our 1986 summer trip. {provisional)




SOCIETY NEWS

NEW MEMBERS:

We are delighted to welcome several new members
to the Society, taking our membership beck up
to the half century mork again. The new faces
are:— David Bradwell from Haddenham, David
Abbott and Raymond Evans both of Loudwater,
Robin Shepherd from High Wycombe, Geoff Styche
from Eerly and Malcolm Taylor from Lylers
Green. Welcome to you all and we hope you
enjoy our activities,

De=pite this increasse in our ranks we =till
seek further members, the larger our membership
the more the Society will thrive.

PREVIQUS MEELINGS

Attendances have been healthy this autumn and
heve been mrewarded by an excellent range of
speakers. In September, Ron White got the sea-
son off to 2 nostalgic start with a selection
from his Colour Rail collection. British Steam
in colour from 1935 tc 1968 was the subject
and, despite Ron's somewhat irreverent ovinion
of THE railway, a good time wes had by all
with something to snit all tastes.

October sew the return of Ifike Hanscomb,
accompanied a8 ever by an alladin's cave of
visnal mids. Mike's knack for making the some-
times dull subject of signalling interesting
hags not been blunted. A general introductory
talk was followed by a lively gnuestion and
answer session which could have continued all
night but for closing time.

Brent Hudson's return viszit in November con-
tinued his 1984 talk by tsking us across the
vast mysteriovs nation of China. As always
Brent gave ur a glimose of the nation away
from the railwsy which enhances the interest,
as does his own unigue style of presentation!

THE EDDIE LEWCOCK CUP

Eddie Lewcock has generously donated a hand-
some trovhy to the society. This will be
awarded annunlly to the "wimler of winners" in
the Photogravhic Competition (see below). Our
sincere thanks go to Eddie.

SUBSCRIPIIONS

Once agein as s new yvear anpnroaches aunual sub-
scrivtions fall due. The Yreasurer is hapopy
with our financial performence and, following
last year's hig risme, foresees no reason to
amend rates this year. We look forward to your
continuing support and receiving your "fivers"
as soon as possiblel

THE NORMAN ASTON-SHITH TROPHY

Another year end ritual is the voting for the
best article in the year's "Donkeys". Ballot
papers will be distributed at the AGM as usuaal.
This year has seen a great number of excellent
articles and comvetition ie likely 1o be
strong, so spend the Christmas break refreshing
your memory. The Editor is always loocking for
material, so why not contribute? You mey even
Wiﬂ the trophy and its attendant £10 book
token.

EXHIBILIONS

We had a stand at this year's Beaconsfield
iodel Reilway Show which consisted of a coll-
ection of photographs and relies together with
a continuons slide presentation. his= nroved
popular with the public and our thanks go to
Alan Vheeler for a lot of hard preparation
work. Our thanks alsoc to Alan's and Pete
Greatorex's employers for the loan of facili-
ties. We hope to heve & stand at the Chiltern
Trains Exhibition in High Wycombe Town Hall in
February.

CHANGING YHE CHEQUERS

Although outline planning permission has been
granted to convert the "Cheowers" into & hotel,
detailed preparations are taking longer thsn
gnticipated and it is not expected that a
formal spplication or start of work will hapven
for =zome time.
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Meanwhile, we are undertaling some experiments
with room lsyoute this winier following some
eriticism from members who dislike the wusual
plen. Your comments or ideas wonld be welcome.

LOQKING AHEAD

1987 may seem a long way off but it will merk
our 10th Anniversary. The Committee is anxious
that this landmark is celebrated in an appro-
priate manner and therefore seeks your suggest-
ions and opinions during the forthcoming AGM.

SHE NINYH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is given that the 9th Annanl General
Meeting will be held on Lhursdgy 16th J=nuary
1986 at the Chequers commencing at 8.00om. The
Agende ir as follows:-

1. Apologies for Absence

2, Minutes of Bth AGM (these were ovublished in
the kMarch '85 "Donkey" covies are avail-
able from the Secretary).

., Matters Arising

. Chairman's Report

. Ireasurer's Report

. Secretary's Report

. Election of Committee - see below

. Proposals for Karking MDRS 10th Anniversary

. Any Other Bansiness

10. The Norman Aston-Smith lrophy

The 1985 committee has been:-

Bas Woodwardg - Chairman

Peter Greatorex - Secretary
Mike Walker - ‘Ureasurer
Alan Wheeler - Publicity

Roger Bowen
Mike Norria
Roger Woodhem

Bas Woodward, Peter Greatorex and MNike Norris
are standing down in accordsnce with the rules
and offer themselves for re-election. Any
other member winhing to stand for election
shonld enter his nominztion with the Secretary
Peter Greatorex, 9, Wescex Gardens, Twyford,
Reading RGLQ OBA, Reading 345490, not later
then 31st December 1985.

The formel meeting will be followed by a nro-
gramme of short telks and/or slide presenta-
tiona by members, volunteers are invited to
contact Pete Greatorex.

THE ANNUAL PHOLQGRAPHIC COMPELITION

Following last year's successful experiment we
are expanding this event to fill the entire
February meeting and enlarging the number of
classes So more members, varticularly thosne
who choose to shoot in Britain, get a chence
at the honours. Your entries therefore are in-
vited in any of the following classes:-

A, Colour Sliden UK subjects

B. Colour Slides Overseas Subjects
C. Colour Prints UK Subjects

D. Colour Prints Overseas Subjects
E. B & W Prints All subjects

K first prize of » £5 book token will be
awarded in esch class followed by a small
2nd and 3rd prize. In addition, the five
first prize winners will compete for the
Eddie Lewcock Cup. Judjing will be by ballot
of 811 those present.

[ I I |

There are a few rules:-

1, All entrants must be vaid up members.

2. Entrants may enter any number of classes
with 2 maximum of six entries vper class
per member.

. All entries mast be the entrants own

original work.

. There iz no time limit, shots taken in

1920 or 1985 are eligible.

Prints, colour or blsck & white,

exceed 5" x ™"

. 811 entries mist have a railway theme.

. Slides should carry the entrants name but

prints are to be nunmarked.

Entries should be handed to a member of the
committee by 20.00 on the night.

must not

-1h Wi P
.



RAILWAY ROUNDABOUT Notes & News

JOINT LINE STEAM

Recent months have Been some problems with
Joint Line steam working. "“Clan Line" has been
at Southall for attention to its front bogie,
A4 "Union of South Africa™ was a non-show due
to a broken driving axle spring and was re-
placed by 34092 "City of Wells®™, which has in
turn been replaced by "Sir Nigel Gresley" back
for its second tour of duty in place of "Fly-
ing Scotemen", whose boiler repairs are taking
longer than expected, but 4472 will operate

on the 29th December.

The steam working will continue into 1986, So
far dates provisionally booked are 1i6th Febru-
ary, 30th March, 18th Msy, 1st, 8th, 15th, and
22nd June, These dates have been supplied by
High Wycombe Travel Centre and are subject te
confirmation.

THE END AT BOURNE END?

Recent correspondence in Steam Railway has
attempted to identify the last scheduled train
movement to be rostered for working by an ex-
GWR steam locomotive., Currently the cendidate
ims 2-6-2T 6106 which worked a coel train to
Chinnor cement works on the afterncon of lst
January 1966. The engine then worked light
engine to Southall by way of Bourne End, thus
creating a nice little niche in history for
our local branch.

READING STATION AEBUILDING

Britieh Rail heve unvieled its plans for a new
Reanding General station. To be built in con-
junetion with the Prudential it will include a
new concourse incorporating the ticket office,
travel centre, weiting and c¢atering accommoda—
tion, toilets and left luggage facilities, to-
gether with Apex Plaza, a striking 250,000 sq.
ft. office development comprising of four
interlinked buildinge around a central atrium
with a spectacular water feature. All built on
the pite of the former Southern station,
currently a car park.

The new atation will be linked to the plat-
forme by an overbridge which will continue to
a 1,600 space multi-storey car park in Vastern
Roed on the site of the GWR signal works. This
site will also house a new Post O0ffice and a
major retail warehouse,

The existin§ main buildings on pletform 4,
which date from 1865 and are listéd, will be

refurbished and converted into offices for BR
ptaff. Work is expected to stert in the recond
half of 1986 and take several years to finish
at a cost of some £50,000,000.

Apes Plazc (offices)

Reading's New Station - looking_north towards trocks

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

I was browsing through my back copies of *The

Marlow Donkey' recently and was dissppointed

to find the following shortages in my list:-
Issue No.l1 Mar 1977 (bet that was interest-

No.2 Jun 1977 ing)
No.3 B8Sep 1977
These were all before I
Issue No.6 Jun 1978
No.l4 Mar 1980
No0.19 Jun 1981
These were lost in various clearouts. If any
member has copies of the above which I could
borrow to coony, or even hsve, to complete my
set I'd be very grateful. During my browse I
ceme across the following curiosities regarding
the numbering, which runs as follows:—
Issue No.25 Dec. 1982

joined the club.

No.26 Mar. 1983
No.27 Jun, 1983
No.28 Sep. 1983

No.26 (again) Dec. 1983
No.27 (again) Mar. 1984
No.31 Jun. 1984
There were no issues 29 or 30 why? Can someone
throw any light on this or 8o we blame poor
0ld Stan Verrinder again.
Irusting this note will help fill news space
and wishing all A Merry Xmas.

G. Nutley

Well spotted! It would appesr we got confused
somewhere, and yes, it was in Sten's day.
Perhaps we should only gquote the issue date.
Seriously, if any member can assist Grzham
complete his collection please contact him
direct on HW 715622, Bg.

BOOK REVIEWS

Ron Brooks

The gueantity and guelity of informstion now
availeble on matters of railway intereat gets
better all the time. There is plenty of detail
aveilable in the books reviewed this month
with just a bit of nostalgis. My recent studies
consisted mostly of looking at the pictures snd
the following selection were ideal for that
purpose.

MIDLAND CARRIAGES Oxford Pub. Co. £13.95
by D. Jenkinson & R. Essery

This is a record, with diagrams and dimensiona,
of how one company develcoped their “earriages"
which reflectis their attitude to the cash
customers, "Carriages" also covers vehicles
normally coupled into or run as passenger

trains, such as horse boxes and postal vehicles.
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SWINDQN WORKS GWR siuseum £1.65
and its place in GW History

In the far off days of 1935 you could vimit
Swindon Works and receive, free, a very well
printed booklet of fifty-six pages, fully
illustrated, as a memento of Your visit, The
Director, Arts and Recreation of Thamesdown
has now produced a facsimile edition and this
can be obtained for £1.65 (ine)} from The
Curator, GWR Museum, Swindon. When I say that
the cover is complete with facsimile dirt, is
further praise necessary? Just in case it is,
the text is fascinating and the numerous black
and white photos are superb. Rush off your
fmoney in case Father Christmas doesn't read
this erticle.



A PICTORIAL RECORD OF Oxforéd Pub. Co. £11.95
LMS ROAD VEHICLES ISBN 0-86093-174~9
by H.N., Twells & T.W. Bourne

It didn't take the early railways very long to
realise their need for “¢ollection and deliv-~
ery” snd the horse vehicle did this very well -
well into the 1920's. This series of pictures
and Qisgrams, with most informative text, shows
the railways response to the need for road
vehicles to carry anything to or from the rail-
way and that includes people. It took 2 long
time for the self-propelled vehicle to do &
better job than the horse and the story is well
illnstrated in this book.

GW ROAD VEHICLES APPX. Oxford Pub. Co.
by Phillip J. Kelley SBN 86093-125-0

Whereas the LMS can be covered in one volume
there are two for the GWR, which is only right
and proper. Buses, lorries, trailers, arties,

£8.95

rropelled by horse, steam, electrie, petrol,
diesel, all played their part and left their
pictures for ms to enjoy. Both the railway
vehicle volumes have a lerge number of dimen-
sional disgrams suiteble for the needs of
modellers,

STEAM IN AFPRICA

by A.E. Durrant
A.A. Jorgensen
C.P., Lewis

When the West diacovered Africa they used the
new fangled railways for military or political
purposes and sometimes even for the benefit of
the locals. This produced a quite remarkable
railway mcene which kept steam going (for some
if not all of the original reasons) well after
the various countries had achieved indevendence.
Garratts, Mallets, Z2willings all found the
country to their liking and all are illu=strated
here in lotes of colour and black and white.

Hamlyn

£1.0.
ISBN 0 600 34912 2

BELGIAN LIGHT RAILWAY CENTENARY

Roger Bowen

1985 is a year of aniverssries. 150 years of
the Great VWestern, 150 years of German Rail-
ways. The Centenary of Bleckpool trams and the
centenary of Light Rnilways in Belgiom.

An obscure cenbtenary perhaps? No, because for

many years Delgium had the largest light rail-
wzy milesge in Europe, and =still has a reason-
able mileage on the Belgian Coast, and around

Charleroi.

Belgium was early in the development of main
line railways and in the early 1880's the
government was anxious to develop a network of
light reilways to comnlement the already state
owned mein lines. So it wes that a semi-
independent national organisation, The Societe
Wational des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux (SNCV)
was created by doysal Decree on the 1lst July
1885 with the express purpose of building a
nrtional network of light reilways.

The organisation adopted the metre geuge as
its standard, other gaunges being used only
where conditions warranted it. So by 1893 the
SNCV opened 587 miles of metre gauge, 129
miles of 1.067 metre gauge and only ten of
standard gauge. At this time there were 253
locomotives, mainly 0-6-0T tram locomotives,
716 carriasges, 140 luggage vens and 1550 goods
wagona. The first electrified line was intro-
duced in 1894 in the Brussels area. By 1914
there were 413 km of electrified lines and
3802 m of steam lines of =2ll gauges. In the
1920's petrol and diesel railcars begsn to re-
place =steam. Also the SNCV obtained powers to
run buses, By 1940 there was s total of 4812km
of 1line, 147%9km of these being electrified and
over all nine provinces of Belgium. A heroic
operation was mounted over the 2nd World War,
and as in the first war the system was largely
unused by the Germans and was the only trans-

port available for the Belgians.

Graduslly after the wer the system contracted
but even by 1962 808 kms still existed, 21l
but 100 electrified. Gone were the magnificent
lines through the Ardennes, but long branches
ran from Brussela, Antwerp, Mons and Charleroi,
as well as the ecoastal route from Knocke
through Ostende to La Panne shillran. As late
as 1971 it was possible to travel 20 miles out
of Brussels on the metre gauge SNCV, as well
as the fascinating 30 miles from Mons to
Charlerci alongside roads and across country-
gide.

Despite the eclosure of the Brussels and Antwerp
services new artienlated tram sets are now
being delivered from BN for the coastal route
and the upgraded Charleroi services. 4 long
lost relic is the short route to the Grotto's
of Han, still served by SNCV autorails. A
preserved line is the Tramway Touristic de
Alsne, complete with steam trams and auntorails.
It consists of about five miles of a former
long brench line in the Ardennes, the remzinder
of which was closed in 1955. Very well worth a
vigit.

The climax of the Centenary year was on the
16th July when a Centenary Parede ren from
Ostende to Westende in the wresence of the King
of the Belgians. The highlight being the steam
tram and train showing the development over

100 years,

An absolutely fascinating system wunioue to
Belgium. If you want to know more "100 yearsa

of the Belgian Vicinel™ has just been published
by the Light Rail Transit Association, and an
older book by the same author, W.J.K. Davis
"Light Railways" (Ian Allan) is also informa—
tive.

EIGHT DAYS TOO SOON Part II

John Sears

To operate this standard gauge line various
engined railcars were bought from Drewry: 6
120 hp driving moior brake composites, 6
trailer firsts and 6 trailer seconds. The
motorcars had their engines mounted on the
power bogie, which could be removed as a com-
plete unit., The powered end was under a
luggage compartment. Although 3 car sets
could be run, the usual wes & 2 car formation.
Pictures suggest that special trains operated
as "loco and coachesa", with et least 5 cars
behind the loco in one picture.

2 power cars were built in 1931. They were
also 120 hp jobs, with space for goods, and
had 4 gondolas and 2 goods vans to pley with.
In 1932 2 300 hp petrol power cars arrived,
also with goods space. These freight "locos"
looked similar to the other BR's single
parcels cars with 2 sets of eliding doors per

side. Interestingly, their powered bogie had
coupled wheels. The petrol-mechanical freight
power cara were replaced by 2 Cummins diesel-
electric 300 hp locos in 1942/3, Up to 700
miles a week were got out of the cars, not
bad for a line 22 miles long.

The trains served simple wayside halts, 18
had wood shelters and 4 hasd stone-built
stations. 12 freight stations, simple plat-
forms with lock-ups 1ike the Great Western's,
were provided, but only those at St. George
and Somerset were actually used,

In complete contrast to its richly spectacular
scenic meanderings. the line's financial ones
were poor. Revenues were typically £45-50,000
per annum with direct expenses of £33-44,000
per annum, The meximum "profit" was £10,000,
before interest and depreciation. Things



changed with the war. Patronage and revenue
more thean doubled but the huge backlog of
maintenance meant the company was in dire
trouble. The war had slso resulted in a large
influx of American forces and worse, they
could use motorized road transport.

The, perhaps, inevitable government commission
was set up to consider the options &nd pro-
duced its final report on 15th Januery 1945,
Ominous phrases abounded: "it is c¢lear that
omnibus services Are necessary", "serious con-
cern” and "very careful consideration to....
continuance or abandonment". In fact the
commission concluded that "the Railway Conmpany
will abandon operations long before the expiry
of its franchise, and probably within 5 years".
The government bought the railway on 27th
January 1946 and proceeded to run it only
until arrangements had been mede for "rail
replacement 'bus services™, A& fascinating
glimpse into the railway's day to day life cen
be gleaned from the tables presented in that
government commission report.

Well, let's to the Coral Beach Club for lunch.
Lay off the margaritas tho': we'll be doing a
lot of mopedding afterwards.

A lot of the railway out in Somerset angd
Southampton has been converted for vehicular
use - usually for bikes and mopeds. Seversl
"gtations" are extant, White Hill and George
Bey Road are both completely intact. From
Georges Bay to Franks Bay the railway ran
level through cuttings. It makes a very
pleasant course for two wheelers. The roed is
twisty and hilly and definitely to be avoided.
The bridge piers at Franks Bay show the course
of the line, as they do at many places along

the route - Flatts, Baileys Bay and the big
bridge at Ferry Point.

Several sections on to Hamilton are passable
a8 tracke or foot-paths. Ord Road platform
still exists despite another use for the old
right of way. In places a pipeline has been
leid using the track bed which provides =
level, unoccupied path through a very built-up
Island. A fine rock cutting between Rural Hill
and Hoapital runs close to the south side of
South Road and is bridged by several driveways
to houmes. No trace remsins into and through
Hamilton, but the course can be picked up
again at the Tennis Stadium, From Marah Folly
to Devon Road the track bed has been incorpor-
eted into guess whet? - a relief road! On the
drop down past Devonshire an underline bridge
8till exists. Here the line is a track and
path for 2 utilities.

Lots of enttings and embankmenis trace the
railway's course along North Shore. Perhaps
the most evocative stretch is the curving
cuntting and embankment leading from Perry
Point around Whalebone Bay. In the cutting
are two vertical pieces of rail., One is a
signal post, the other a post for a warning
boerd, probably for the swing bridge. The
final relic is at St. George, where the
station buildings still exiat next to 2 small
square,

Beyond lies the "Carriage House" and a seafood
supper. Lead on!

Colonel Stephens wonuld surely have heard of
the construction of the Bermuda Railway.
Bqually surely he would have loved to have
been in charge. He died on 23rd October 1931.

BERMUDA RAILWAY - Traffic performance

BERMUDA. RAILWAY - Commercicl performance

HAMILTON - ST, GEORGE HAMILTON - SOMERSE T
Year Passengers corried E’p?ses “"E""“ Train A:\'/E 3~ s-ﬁd u-.r 19-8-44 Train ‘\"we 3-5-"3’ o 19-8-44,
1934 700,472 37171 45 984 £.37 73 on bme 5.55 20 on time
1936 672,45 36,404 47,266 7.10 79 - 7.36 78 w
1938 768,996 44,085 54,706 8.37 34 " 10.00 41 "
1940 587,769 33261 1,659 90.12 67 " 12.15 97 N
1941 684,091 33,322 80,887 12.30 95 35 late 13.55 59 17 iate
1942 1,425,566 55818 95,535 14.52 %9 on ime 16,00 131 on time
1943 1,412,456 62,605 85,725 16.12 89 " 17.15 163 9 late
1944 1,806,592 58,172 80,530 17.18 45 " 18. 45 A9 on time
17.30 146 22 late 23.00 79 "
18.55 78 18 late
73.10 165 on time
ONE WEEK IN SEPTEMBER Mike Walker

holstery end peeling interiors are supported by
increasingly noisy engines and 2 very rough
ride, yet relief is not in sight before 1992 at
the earliest.

So to the week in detail. Monday dawned clear,
a considerably smaller number of passengers
awaited the 08.01 then in days of old, five
cars surficing instead of six. Plans to buy =2
weekly season were thwarted by a new rule just
introduced recuiring a pessport photograph
before purchase. Whilst this was well publicised
on the reilway itself, there had been no media
advertising of this important point. Ever tried
getting a passport photograph in Marlow on a
Sundey afterncon? At Maidenhesd a couple of
HST's flashed past and one of the single parcel
cars, W55992, followed the 08.01 into pletform
4 looking, unsuccessfully, for business. My
connection the 08.23 (07.39 ex Paddington}
rolled in five minutes late. At Twyford West we
crossed to the down main as relaying of the
down relief through Sonning Cutting was still
underway, I remember when that was finished by
Sunday night or else. In the evening local
services were running fairly well but long
distance trains were delayed by emergency work
north of Oxford. Then an up HST became a total
failure on the up main just west of Twyford
soon after five, and as the DRL was still closed
the line capacity was reduced by 50%,

Tuesday. The 0301 was reduced to four cers
-5- which, to meke metters worse, lacked their

Do you remember the days when the posters
encouraged us to "enjoy living on a Western
commutoroute"”? The dmu's were green, hydrauliecs
ruled the main, Gerry Fiennes was in command at
Paddington end all was right in the world. To-
day we're told “"we're getting there", geriatric
dmu's try to emmlate increasingly tatty HST's
in all but speed and Syd Newey rules from
Swindon.

Yor a week in September I was forced to become
a2 commutor between Bourne BEnd and Reading for
the first time since my first year at technicsl
college in the late sixties, end, even ellowing
for the tricks of memory, the service seemed to
have deteriorsted badly znd would have done
juntice to Sir Peter Parker's "crumbling edges",
Pirstly timetables are going backwards! The
train I used, the 08.01 Bourne End to Padding-
ton arrives in the capital at 08.58 the same as
its counterpart of 1969 which left Bourne End
at 08.07, so sixteen years on its six minutes
slower and only two minutes faster than the
GWR's 08.01 ex Bourne End which in 1909 got its
Edwardian clientele to Paddington on the dot of
nine using nothing more than a 2-4-0 Metro tank
They call thia progress!

The dmu's are showing their advancing years
badly. Despite a cosmetic refurbishment job
some years 2go and the undeniably sterling
efforts of the fitters at Reading depot, the
basic¢ fact thet they are now some years beyond
their design life is now showing. Faded up-



supposed power leading to a 10 mph 2nd gear
climb up the 1 in B2 to Cookham. Today,
Berkshire's schools returned after the summer
break and a surge of children piled into the
shortened train. The 08.23 was closer to time.
At Twyford a bunch of gleaming first years

ot on, and on emerging from Sonning Cutting
DAL =till closed) the peace of the cer was
shattered aa one 1sd renlised he had left hie
bag at Twyford. It was hard to tell which
concerned him more, the loss of the bag or the
proapect of detention for bheing lzte on his
first day if he returned to retrieve it.

Now Tuesday the 1l0th was the start of summer,
the temperature passed 70 . 8o at Resding the
announcer regretted the delay to the 17.00 to
Cheltenham was due to "adverse weather condi-
tions at Slough!™. The 17.12 up stopper
arrived from the east at 17.10% but a guick
turnaround got us away at 17.13, The branch
train from Mepidenhesd had first to await the
17.11 from Paddington again delayed by Slough's
phantom weather (our Slough station representa-
tive knew nothing of thia) and then wait whilet
driver Stacey read his paver and had a sandwich.
Final arrival =t Bourne End was 9 minutes late.
However the delay atforded the opportunity to
watch the Orient Express stock rush past toward
London behind a 33.

Wedneaday. The 08.01 bsck %o five cars, includ-
ing chocolate and cream W55020., The 08,23
arrived e minute early and left two late for no
reason. Using the DRL at Sonning but with a

20 mph limit and & 3 minute unexvlained signal
stop outside Reading led to an 8 minute late
arrival, par for the week. The evening brought
more sloppy working. The 16.53 HST from Cerdiff
rolled in at 17.04, just as the Gatwick train
pulled out. I wonder how many passengers wanted
that connection and as a result missed an air-
eraft? Evenings at Maidenhead gsve the opportu-
nity to examine one of BR's evolutionary back-
waters, the 4 car prototype 210.001 unit work-
ing the 17.25 down. Otherwise, except the 08.01
all locals are now 3 car units, often over-
crowded. Now I remember when most were 6 cars.
Another exception is the 17.11, that gets eight
air conditioned Nk.2's headed by 2 50 and yet

it runs only from Paddington to Twyford with
Maidenhead as its only =aton, where it uses
platform 4, the URL.

Yhursday found W55020 on the 08.01 again but
reduced to four cars once more. W55992 barely
pauvsed as there was no business to drop off or
pick up. Yrains running erratically again, the
17.10 out of Reading was reported to be 30
minutes late but it was en route from Glasgow
to Poole and 210,001, Jdespite its 90 moh
ability, was § late. 50.033 fresh from the
paint shop passed laidenhead living un to its
name, "Glorious". Green 50.007 "Sir Edward
Elgar" also provided some pomp and circumstance.
On a black note & train trom Reading ran into
an empty train &t Portsmouth Harbour injuring
eight, one gerionsly.

¥rigay provided five cars at Bourne End (do I
detect a patitern?) and the 08.02 to Marlow
left, late, already sheasd of us! At Reading
47.609 stood on the centre road between plat-
forms B and 9, wearing a fresh coat of blue
and carrying the name "“irire ¥ly" on an elabor-
ate nameplate complete with lining out and a
auperb full colour GWR crest casting. On my
return journey I spent an enjoyable hour
perusing the GW150 exhibition train open at
Reading's No.3 pletform. Without the crowds

it was possible to study the exhibits closely.
How many members speotied the lovely shot of a
green dma passing 8 61xx 2-6-21 at Bourne End,
circe 19607 Ah! those were the days.

So ended what I am sssured was an average week.
The weeks aversge for the twenty trains I used
was 6 minutes late. We passengers got there in
the end, but in tired, rongh riding and fre-
guently overcrowded trains. A noticeable fact
was that as meny people were commuting west-
wards as towards London, in the sixties it was
just a trickle, evidence of the rise of

Resding and "Silicon Vzlley". The next Monday

I returned to the car, waiching from the break-
fast table as well loaded air conditioned
coaches passed by on Alder Valley's Marlow
"Londonlink" service. At less than half the

BR fare and a auicker journey, is it surprising?

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Roger Bowen

The mort important, and long reaching, pro-
poaels of 25 years ego was the publication in
December 1960 of a white paper on the future
giructure, working and financiel re-organisa-
tion of the nationalized rail, road and water
transvort undertskings.

It was acknowledged that the greatest problems
were with the railways. They emvloyed half a
nillion people and represented an asset of
£1,600 million. They lost £60 million on runn-
ing expenses, plus a further £75 million in
interest cherges. The government decided to do
away with the Britigh Transport Commission and
replace it by a nomber of Boards reporting
direct to the Minister of Transport. The
British Railways Board would have underneath
it the verions Hegionel Railway Boards. The
government proposed to write off part, but not
all, of the Capital Debt. The railways statu-
tory controlled charges would go, allowing the
railways more commercial freedom. It was
exnected thst these mersures wonld come into
effect in the Summer of 1962.

On a more day-tooday level rolling stock was
being delivered from Pressed Steel, with A.E.I,
ernipment for the first atage of the Glssgow
Electrification. These were three car 25kvy,
6.25kv units finished in (aledonian Blue.

Fore deliveries of a different kind were 10
1,840 hp diesel electric metre~gauge locos for
the Esst African Railweys built by Robert
Stephenson and Hawthorns at Darlington with
English Electric engines,

London Yransnort tnok delivery of three oroto-
tyne trains from Cravens ol Sheffield for the
Central Line. They had various improvements
over the "1959" =tock a2nd were =meen ag the
denign for the future.

A private venture was a 2,700 hp gas-tnrbine,
designed and built by the English Electric Co.
at the Vulecan Poundry, FNewton-le-Willowa. It
had started triasls on the London Midland
Region and was hoped to enter service between
Merylebone and Nottingham later in the year.
The loco was of 4-6-0 layout and not unlike a
conventional steam loco in appearance.

Other news:- Diesel production was well under
wey - English Electric had by the turn of the
year delivered its 100th 2,000 hp loco for
British Railways. The January 1961 "Railwsy
Magazine® featured two photos of local inter-
est, the Marlow branch train leaving Bonurne
Bnd with 0-4-2T No.1447 and the same loco with
a two coach pull-and-push szet at Marlow.

BR announced the 4 porition train classifica-
tion, destination and identification syatem to
replace the "steam style" four position light
head code. Thir was to be displeyed on the
front of locos, in working timetables, etc.
Lines c¢losed over the period included the
former North Staffordshire "Churnet Valley
Line" and the Bastern Region line between
Louth and Msblethorpe. However it was decided
not to close the line between Penrith and
Workington via Keewick. In the first 3 months
of operation the newly opened "Bluebell Line"
carried 15,023 passengers.

The lst February 1961 marked the end of the
last of the many narrow gauge lines in Ireland
with the closure of the Weat Clare Railway.
More than 500 miles of 3ft gauge line were
built over the years.

On the 2nd January 1961 the passenger service
between Buckinghem and Banbury (Merton Street)
was withdrawn. A daily goods mervice however
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survived, as did the pasmenger service between
Buckingham and Verney Junction.

Clearly the turn of the year from 1960 to 1961
was to herels a great change on the Railways -
the new order signalled by the White Paper
which led to the formertion of the British

Railways Board and its famous chairman Dr.
Beeching. The 1960's were to be a very differ-
ent and traumatic peried for the railways
compared with the 1950's which we have been
congidering up to now in this series of
articles.

THE OLD OAK COVIMON OPEN DAY

Steve Medway

As part of the GWR 150 celebrations, Open Days
were held at many of the WR Maintenance Depots,
proceeds from these to be donated to charity.

01d Cak Commoﬁ's Open Day was to be on Sunday,
15th September and a voluntary committee was
get up in June to deal with the organisation.

Almost immediately the Depot mdministration
office was inundated with applications for
stalls from Preservation Societies, trade ven-
dors and the like. A deposit account was opened
enabling interest to accrue on money sent in
the form of deposits.

A total of 15,000 leaflets, 1,500 posters and
6,000 programmes were ordered .from the printers.
These were in the style adopted by the Region
for the anniversary, being an atiractive cream
ground with chocolate coloured characters after
the atyle of the GWR megazines of the '30'sa.

In order for there to be something to see on
the Open Day arrangements were made with otlrer
depots and regiona to make available stock
which on the dey geve a wide selection of mod-
ern BR practice. Also involved of course were
the private companies and Preservation Socie-
tiea such as RH & DR, GW Society, Bulmers and
many others.

A great deml or worlk was required for the
supply of power to all the stalls, supply of
extra toilet facilities, laying of lengths of
rail either side of & length of track Ior the
broad geuge Iron Duke, A temporary platform was
required for use by the Paddington shuttle,
which was generously supplied and erected, free

of charge, by McAlpines.

On the morning of the Open Day a gueue was
alresdy growing aa the gates opened at 10 o'
clock, end the first of 8,318 people to buy
tickets there thronged into the Depot. A brass
bend and fine weather, together with the aroma
of hot dogs lent & carnival atmosphere to the
proceedings. These crowds were further swelled
by 4,38l passengers arriving on the Chocolate
and Cream DMU shuttle from Paddington, where
queues at one stage stretched a platforms

length and back again.

On show were the Green 47's, 50007 and 08944,
Railfreight Grey 31 and 56, Executive liveried
87, and of course, a blue 47 posing on the
jacks. Added to these liveries were Eing George
V¥ and 5572, LM3 Maroon Duchess of Hamilton,

BR Diesel Green D200, two tone green D7018 and
yellow ochre on D1015, Rarely can so many
liveriss have beeb seen together in one place.
Also plentiful were gauges of track 5", 71",
15", 4'8%" and 7'0}%, all running parallel,
offering a fescinating comparison. Star of the
day must have been the Broad Gauge Iron Duke.
Although meny photographs can be seen of the
Broad Gauge, it can only be fully appreciated
when compared alongside standard gauge as was
possible here.

The day was considered to be an outstanding
success with over £17,000 made to be disgtri-
buted to three charities, Capital Radio "Help
a London Child" Appeal, Friends of Hammeramith
Hospital and Woking Rail Care Centre.

DONKEY DAYS Partl

Len Stroud

Since I joined the MDRS after moving back to
my birth place, it became increasingly apparent
to me that many of our members had never seen
or even imagined MARLOW STATION as it was in
its heyday. Many of course have come to the
town in recent years, others live in "Voreign
parte" and very few of us are senior enough to
know the GWR Marlow-Bourne End branch of the
1920-30 era.

I do not claim any unigue position - I was not
even & Railway man in my working life - and
others of my generation may well surpass the
enecdotes that rise from my memories of those
days. My father had been with the GWR a great
part of his working life (and a barometer hang-
ing on the wall "from GWR Staff and friends at
Marlow Stetion" for ever reminds me) and as a
boy I tended to gravitate to the platform and
came to know many of the men - and some

women - employed in those days.

Here let me say that a new book on the Maiden-
head Branch, ineluwding the Marlow section, is
"on the atocks" and if it meets the quality of
the Henley branch volume it will be worth the
money in its wealth of detailed plans and
illustrations. Por that reason I do not intend
to give a planned lay-out but an impression of
life as I saw it within the confines of what
was a s0lid Vietorian Railwoy Branch terminns
and no comparison to the shameful degeneration
that BR has thrust upon us in later years - no
more than a bus shelter and a nlattform in a
coalyard, Unfeortunately I have no early issues
of the MDRS news sheets but no doubt plans and
photos have been included in earlier numbers.
o start with visvalise the area covered by
the station, its approaches, and its goods
yard and depot. Standing on the corner with
"Phe Marlow Donkey" public house behind you
imagi e that on the approximate =ite of the
phors "ox - no great dimtance- was the buffer
.

stop and the extreme end of the line. Adjscent
to this stood a small cattle pen and the start
of an extended platform area with the run-on
means of loading cattle, horses and items of a
semi-portable or wheeled nature. As only one
truck was accommodated bheyond the run-round
points it cen be imagined the amount of shunt-
ing, coupling and uncoupling involved on a
husy day.

The station approach ran parallel with this,
roughly as it is now to a point short of the
entrance to the Thames Industrial Estate as we
know it. On the right as we stand, the British
Legion occcupies the site of a once thriving
cattle market which raised its own problems
with escaped beasts from time to time - not to
mention the ordure and the odours. It was not
always the hot o0il and steam that remains in
my memory. Lhe present Catfe and the building
alongside were two cozl order offices, by the
way.

Coming back up the afore-mentioned platform we
come to the paved platiorm proper and the
station buildings as listed thwa:- Station
Haster's office and booking office - booking
hall and entrance through the genersl weiting
room (with early morning bookatall) - ladies
waiting room, parcels office - porters room
and lamp room ~ stores - gents toilets, fin-
ishing with a timber built loading bay for
parcels traffic, to which in the early days

a canvas topped horse van backed up, super-
gseded over the years by a motor vehicle in
the GWR colours.

Beyond the ramp came the buffers of the bay
end it will raise a doubting eyebrow or two
when I say I have seen 3 trains in Marlow at
the same time - all in =ase z2nd rakes of main-
line stock at that! This needs explanztion -
the plotiorm length inecluding the extensions
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to the buffers mentioned earlier ran sufficient
length to allow twp rakes and a third trein ran
into the bay. I remember Summer Sundays when
combined passenger tickets covering & trip on
Salters stéamers and a return by train were
very nopular. Add to this the normal Sunday
branch service running to the Bourne End bay
platform and occesional arrival of the Yerri-
torial Camp specials for troops camped in bell
tents in Westhorpe Park - marching off from

the station approsach.

To my memory trains ran to guite an extensive
time-table (even on Sundays) and the weekdays
service was arranged so that a break occured
approximately at 11 am to 2llow the one loco
nused for shunting purposes and to make up
mixed traffic goods train drawn from the sid-
ings which-at thert time consisted of 3 tracks
in the main goods yard svaced out for loading
and unloading - with another line running be-
aide the bay giving access to the goods shed
where perishable and smaller items were un-
loaded and loaded, weighed and documented.
Considerable coel traffic was maintained with
grain, timber and cattle making up the major
items of the yard. The present.BR plotiorm
roughly occupies the outermost line of the
layout where cosl was unloaded.

Referring to the pletform area a ruan-round
line ran parallel and from this line one
further line ran back to a second buffer -~
this line having mixed use as parking for
wither passenger, stock or empties awaiting
return from Marlow in the form of cosl, box,
open wagon or cattle trucks. Also in view from
the platform a short line ran off to the water
tower, coaling area and finishing at the engine
shed, which held one loco when resting. At no
great distance stood, in line with the engine
shed, the signsl box at the point in the
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general position where all lines converged to
make the single line to Bourne End.

Referring sgain to the daily shunting veriod
when g8ll traffic was exvected to be completed,
the single line was used for assembly as far

as the first level crossing {still in existence
vnder the motorway). The completed outward
mixed goods then steamed off to Bourne End and
was left for further marshalling to continue

to Maidenhead or Wycombe. The Branch loco then
returned "light" to Marlow to pick up the next
passenger train out. Readers will gueas that to
accomplish all this nearly every weekday he-
tween 11 am and mid-day entailed a hectic co-
operation between rail staff and merchants who
may be off loading at this time. I can guess
that the more co-operative amongst them made up
their own suitable hours for attending the ymrd.
Leszer shunting operations of single trucks
entailing minimum times of operation were fitted
between trains including watering and coaling.
Despite the use of only one loco for this work
timetables were exact, bearing in ming8 connect-
ions had to be mede at Bourne End with both up
and down trains from Maidenhead and Wycombe.

The toital of "yard" staff is an inexact figure
in my memory (Iwould guess some four or five
ineluding & goods clerk and loading staff in
the shed?. Unlike platform staff who worked 2
shifts from 8 am to 5 pm or 1 pm to 10 vm, the
yard getes closed at 5 pm locking off this area
from the atation approach proper. So much far
the general layout and working — present day
appearances belie one time activities. Beeching
made sure in later years that meny such branch
line termini as Marlow cowld well dunlicate

the picture I have tried to paint. With edi-
torial approval I may be allowed more detailed
anecdotes of stetion life in times pest - some
humonur but much hard work.

STATION

VIDEO REVIEW

Steam Powered Video
30 mins, £1%.50

Referring to 2857's run to Newport, Steanm
Reilway stated “thst where steam im concerned,
the improbable can, and often does, hsppen”.
No more improbable event than the series of
triels conducted in West Virginia in January
1685 can be imagined and these form the
subject of this tape.

These trials, using Chesapeake & Ohio 614, a
Lima 4=-8-4, hauling 5,000 ton coal trains,
were designed to collect vital test data for
the forthcoming ACE3000 new generation steam
loco. Undoubtedly one of THE steam evenis of
the year, it went largely unnoticed in the
British enthusiaest press.

The problem with reviewing this tape is not

to go overboard with superlatives., It is
definitely the best production out of the
SPV/Video Rails stable to date. 614 ia shown
working its heart out in temperatures as low
as -B0YC which is an instant recipe for magni-
ficent smoke and steam effectz often blotting

"The March to Hinton"

.

out the low winter sun., The sheer cold can
almost be felt, particularly in one sequence,
when 614 blasts past o rock face covered in
iciecles literally several hundred feet long
watched by a lone dog standing in the six-~
foot wagging his tail,

In another sequence, 61l4's booster fails on a
rising grade and sharp curve. She restarts her
5000 ton train with volcanic eruption from the
stack, but not a hint of wheelslip, defiantly
whistling at a diesel hpuled freight passing
the other way. Ross Rowland, owner and leader
of the project, reveals thest comparing the
cost of running 614 on & 45/ton coal and modern
diesels on 85¢ gellon diesel fuel, "there's
nothing in it" and ACE3000 will be three times
as efficient as 614!

If one hes to be critical, one can point to_
there being only one shot of the entire train
pasaing the camera, or the tape conld nse-—
fully be longer! However, the tape exudes
atmosphere and is sheer delight. If you buy
only one railway video, this must be it. In
short - Spectacular.



K g Christmag Story

Ron Brooks &

For the laat two years I have been haunted by
the Ghosta of Christmas past and present, both
of whom insisted thet the MDRS members needed
to know, first, the history and then the
current situation regarding the FAWLEY JUNCTION
RAILWAY. As earnest students of the subject
will remember, I ascribed these apparitions to
over-indulgence and a hot sun and determined
that an abstemious life and s solar topee, not
to mention the difficulties with cracks on the
M25 experienced by travellers from Easthourne,
wonuld protect me from further visitations. In
order to make assurance doubly sure I went into
hospital &t the time when an article for the
Christmas issue of the 'Marlow Donkey' needed
to be prepared. All this was in vain, for as I
lay in bed contemplating the plumbing to which
I was connected I suddenly realised that one

of the pipes was coupled teo sn exhaust injector
while snother was delivering water to my tanks.
Fortunately, provision had been made for over-
flows 30 I wasn't uanduly alarmed.

This time the ghost was not very distinct and
shimmered 2 bit round the edges. "My two
friends were auite pleased with your previous
effort"™ he said (which cheered me up becsuse I
was always under the impression that nobody
ever read my articles). "Your very lasst fask"
he went on, "is to give the MDRS some idea of
what the immediste future holds for Fawley."
Well, this didn't seem too bed ~ and after the
appalling threats made on previous occagions
the scissors the ghost was waving over one of
my more important pipes seemed guite unnecessary
but them you expect them to go over the top to
get their own way! So here goes:-

Motive power seems set to continume with the
recently overhauled tznk engine and the ever
faithful diesel shunter - BUT the plstelesyers
have introduced a new ides - leg power - used
to propel their locally made trolley.

A new, and very decrepit, signal box awaits
erection at the lower junction and when rebuilt
will allow the installstion of various forms of
telegraph signalling apparatus between the
present upper box and the lower junction box.
Research is going on to devise some means
whereby the boxes can be informed as to the
cccupation of the line. Unfortunately, the
apperently simple track cirecuit - much beloved
of model railways, and real ones for that
matter, will not function at lFawley but the

8 & T gang are atill optimistic that something
can be made to do the job. Two complete tele-
phone systems are available - one exclusively
reserved for OPERATIONS with provision already
made for the lower box. Successful tests of a
gystem providing taped information about the
FAWLEY MUSEUM and RAILWAY have been carried out
and a full script and revised eouipment are in

process of vreparation. This faeility will be
available from an ex GP0O box now installed at
the Station.

The goats, revelling in their success in eat-
ing the =aignal wire laid to keep in touch with
the lower junction, have been re-inforced by a
troop of guinea fowl, and they have re-intro-
duced the game of "lsst across”. This game
went out of fashion, due to the demise of
regular players, when I was at school. A leap
of wallabies has reduced consumption of
Fosters at steam-ups due to the number of
members Bigning the pledge after a surprise
sighting. The sheep continue to carry out
their duties as continuous mowersa, while the
rest of the local wild life keeps a very low
profile whenever the sentinel magpie warns
them of a steam-up or work day.

A new member stated that his most fervent
desire was to be in the sole charge of & steam
engine. Where else would such a wish be com-
pletely fulfilled? Any visitors will see him
energetically stoking, cleaning and overating
g magnificent ateam pumping unit - now used

for high speed fill-ups on steam days. He has
admitted thet his specification wasn't precise!l

A small steam generating plant is due for
renovation so there is a distant possibility
that this, too, will provide some further
intereat for viaitors,

The carrisge and wagon department have already
carried out extensive minor overhauls to the
stock, together with major work on two open
trucks and the shunters truck. Work has
commenced on the toad and mutterings hsve been
heard regarding the crane but the fumes from
the anaesthetic obmcured my view of the out-
come of this.

The station building continmes to be well
looked after by our own little Ern. Furniture
has been reinstated and re-upholstered and
Merk Neale, of Bradford (page 47 "Steam Rail-
way” Oct. '85) can be assured that there is
STILL & working nameplate mechine, a weighing
machine and a chocolate bar mechine, although
regrettably, they have to cost more then the
0ld penny!

What else cen the future hold? The Volunteers
have now settled into their own favourite
interests but are still eager to welcome new
recruits going to extraordinary lengths to
aatisfy their every whim {see above!).

As a final note to the Editor, I have now
given up spiecy food, permanently wear & hat to
keep off the sun, end have decided to give up
having operations; besides, even Dickens only
had three ghosts.
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