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FROM THE CHAIR

This yeer the Bluebell Reilway down in Sumsex
are celebrating their Silver Jubilee, It was
beck in 1960 that a groun of stesn enthusi-
asts ventured upon a plan not srevinugly
attenmpted, namely to prererve a length of
stendard gauge track and run a vassenger
service. An atiractive programme of events is
planned for 1985, including a2 Silver Jubilee
Weekend for Saturdsy and Sunday, 3rd and 4th
of Auguet. When I recently visited this line
the workers had just learned with grest
delight that an inguiry had anproved the
extension of the present S5-mile track se far
as the BR stetion at Bast Grinstead. Fermers
who hed taken over the old trackbed and East
Sussex councillors who feared "noise" and
increased traffic in a rursl aree were over-
ruled by Government representatives.

Another niece of goof news was the resrieve
of the Shrewsbury - Aberystwyth - Pwllheli
lines in Mid-Wales. BR have mede extensive
plans to upgrade the present facilities.
£4,700,000 is to be spent on new trains,
radio-signels and eutomatic level-crossing
gates. It is even hoped to re-introduce the
Cambrian Cosst Express which used to run
from London to Aberystwyth.

The return of steam to the line through High
Wycombe has genersted great interest. A& third
locomotive, the Stenier-designed "Duchess of
Hemilton", is now at HMarylebone station.
These steam-drawn specisle are appsrently
well petronised and let ua hope there are
plans to continue them in 1986,

I hear from a correspondent thet ex-GWR
2-8-0T No.4247 is now et Wellingford. Local
interest wes such that the kiayor and Corpore-
tion were present to welcome the ex-Barry
Island veteran. Nuch time and money will be
reguired before this locomotive heads up to
Cholsey and Moul=sford atation, but we extend
to this venture our very best wishes.

There is a veritable svate of railway litera-
ture. I have just enjoyed reading Adrian
Veughan's "Signelman's Twilight™. In 1961
Adrien was s signalman at Challow station in
raral Berkshire. The GWR, though now in the
guise of BR-WX, was still serving the villages
of the Vale of the White Horse. Cosl, sugar
beet, ferm implements and horses were etill
moved by rail, and the branch lines still
operated. Then ceme Doctor Beeching with his
axe. All the intermediate stations between
Didcot and Swindon were bulldozed, the branch
lines and "loops" were taken np, Such ration-
alipation was inevitable, roed transport
having gradually taken over from rail trane-
port as the twentieth century proceeded. Now
in 1985 the High Speed lrains move swiftly
and smoothly »ast colour light signels.

Soon the signealman will join the Dodo am an
extinet species. Progress in inevitable but
we ere indebted to the many preserved lines
where we mey see railweys run as they uaed

to be in the not too distant past.
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MEETINGS PROGRAMME and CLUB EXCURSIONS

All nmeeting® held in the Gainsborough Suite
&t the Chequers, commencing &t 20.00 hrs.

Prom Barry to Tuxedo Junetion
- Bob Gorringe

The Chairman of the Great Western Preservation
Society tells us the story of the Southall
project and its fight against the developers.

Thura. 18 July

Sun., 21 July EXCUISION T0 ESR & LONGLEAT

A small number of semts still eveilable for
our summer outing. David Shepherd hopes to
conduct us around Cranmore personally.

Coach dep. High Wycombe (Tesco's; 08.30
"  Meriow (Marlow Donkey 08.45

Adults £8.00 Children £4,.50
Bookings to:- Mike Walker (Merlow 3899) with
a deposit of £2. per vperson.

K{Te: vrra L pe i
Thurs. 15 Aug. EVENING TRIP T0 SOQUTHALL
Pollowing our July meeting we are heving an

evening vieit to the GWPS Depot at Southell. flof
18

Travel by trein using the 18tg3 ex-Marlow or
make your own way to Southa to arrive at

19-30- '--.-I-J
British Stesm jin Colgur -

i
Thurs., 19 Sent.
Ron White

Ron White is the proprietor of Colour-Rail ané
will be bringing a selection of his range of
colour slides depicting British steam in
gction from the mid-thirties on. An evening
full of nostalgia!l

e HOnScr b
Thurs. 17 Oct. Confespiona of 2 Tour Guide

pert 2) - Brent Hudson —L).NH

Following on from last years talk, Brent
completes the route of the Trans-Siberian
Express from the Chinese border to Peking
end then moves south to Homg Kong pausing on
the way at the last worke in the world to
build main-line steam, {provisional)
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SOCIETY NEWS

The March meeting was, wafortunately, one of
our most poorly mtte-ded. This was a pity
because Andy Barr, a2 Lonfon Transport Area
Manager, gave us an insight into every aspect
of London Transport's railwey system. He
covered such widely differing tonice as staff-
ing, rolling stock design and maintenance,
cperations, nignalling, trackwork 2nd even
public relations.

A full house greeted David Shenherd in Anril.
Devid recalled his life with brush and steam
in his own distinetive style, supdorted by a
cine film. David e+joyed the evening ze much
gs na, it mrde a chenge from the usuval large
hzlls he eddresses., Our thazls to thoseof you
who generourly suonorted the sales stand, a
oof sum wazs raised for the ESR and World

Wildlife Fund.

Anril'e meeting got off to 2 late stErt as
Chries Diegh's exit from the M4 at Meidenhead
was blocked by heavy lorries and he hed to

go o1 to Resading! Members were given an in-
sight into the nroblems of the magazine
business with nertienlar emphassis on the

Ian Allan groan ané the Model Reilwey Con-
setroctor. In the second »art of the evening
Chris showed #lides of his travels in 3Jritain
and western Canrde.

SOCIEZY PRESIDZT APPOINTED

We cre pleased to announce that The Hon. W.H.
McAlpine has accested the invitetion of the
comnittee to become the Society's first
President. "“Mr. Bill"™, as he is popularly
mown has been a member of the Society since
its formation in 1977.

The Committee has voted uwnanimously to award
our first Honorary Life Membership to Stan
Verrinder in recognition of his wvaluable
services to the Society as treasurer and
editor of the "Donkey”from its inception
until promoted by the Civil Service to
Eastbourne in 1983.

Society perticipation in GW150 ham begun. A
perty attended the entertaining look back
over the past century and a half from the
engineer'sa view point when Phillip Rees pre-
pented his "Royal Rozd" lecture at Reeding
on May 21st. Another party visited the
Reading diesel depot open day and Didcot gala
on June lst. At both venues & good selection
of the expected and nnexpected were to be
found, from "Iron Duke" to class 58 with such
stars as a Nord Compound and a pasaenger ride
behind the last 06 shunter.

RAILWAY ROUNDABOUT Notes & News

MARYLEBONE ENQUIRY

The enguiry into BR's proposel to close
Yarylebone irs being held at the GW Royal
Hotel, Paddington on June 17/21 end Glade
Theatre, Rickmenaworth on June 18. This i=m
despite ettemdts by some local councils in
the High Court to chenge the nroceedure of
the encuiry. Whetever the revort which goes
to the Minister, ¥arylebone seems safe until
gt least May '86 and probably beyond. Ironi-
cally, the return of steem this year hes
completely chenged the terminals fortunes.
Meanwhile the d.m.u. services, both the High
Wycombe and Amersham lines, have been marketed
ag "Chiltern Line™ since the new iimeteble
ptarted.

GW150 DIZSTLS

Since the lest "Donkey", the "R have re-
painied the original three green 47's in
correct GV green with G7 style neme and
nupberslates. 013 Osk Common depot hes pg;nt-
ed 47500 "Greet Western" and 08.944 (!) in
the same scheme, the letter presumadly as
Prddington's Pilet. Several 47's and HST
power cers will receive nemes this summer,
Single unit dmu W35020 hae been painted in
1950's WR Chocolate and Cream!

THOMAS GLENISTERS RAILWAY TRACE

Glenirters alsc have a very fine mteanm
powered generztor thaet meets about 90% of
their requirements (so I am told). This
overates on the waste from the timber factory
I believe it dates from the lst World War.

Lawrence Clarke

PROGRESS AT GUATHTON
An early Hzy visit to Quainton showed many
chznges, Two locomotivesa were newly returned
to active mervice. Metrovolitan Railwey Neo.l,
an E cless 0-4-4T was meking its debut to-
gether with GW 94xx cles=s 0-6-0PT, 9466, Both
cen only be deseribed as imnaculate end a
tribute to those who lehour in the primative
conditions at (uainton. Also in steam was

GW 57xx 0-6-0PT 7715. Work progresses slowly
on 6024 "Eing Bdward I". Although the cheseis
igs moatly comwlete the boiler remains tube-~
less, The most recent sddition to the colle-
ction is 2 remerrkable 3 car STEAM MULTIPLE
UNIT built by Sentinel in the early 50's for
the Egyptian State Railways.

DMU*s TO SOLDIER ON

Bi'a latest traction plen reveals thet the
existing fleet of 3 car dmu's used on suburban
pervices from Paddingion sre to remain in
service until et least 1992 aided by some of
the Marylebone 4 car sets. By then they will
be the lest "first generation" dmu's left in
service an? be over 30 years o0ld. Whether
their eventual replacements will be emu's ar
*aecond generation” dmu's is unclear and
depends on government policy.

ALATT FIBSISR THHIDILS A8 SWITTDON

Society publicity officer Alan Wheeler hes
been invited to disnlay his 5" geuge model

of 2 Great Western "Toad™ goode breke van

at the GW150 exhibition 2t Swindon VWorks in
August. Lhe fizely fdetailed model is £l1
Alza's own worlt and took 18 monthe to build,
Besed on the Fewley "Tond™ 68564, a 20 tomner
built in 1925 to diagram AA18, The brake gear
is en exect rejplica of the nrototyye and
containa over 60 components.

NEYS FR0il FAWLEY

The reguler Pawley locomotive, 31, hes hzd a
thorovgh overhenl at Cernforth during which
the 1913 built Hudswell-Clerke 0-6-0ST wes
fitted vecwaum brekes. Whilst away, its »nlrce
was taken by "Firefly" a newer Hudswell-~
Clarke, an 0-6-0T deting from 1952 snd for-
merly with the NCB, which normelly resides
at Carnforth.

Not coatent with models, Alan Wheeler hes re—

built one of Pawley's wegons. & 1933 Greet

Western 5 plank omen was stripped and rebailt

ggmgletely by Alan, working alone, in only
ays.

BROON & WADZ SIDING

When train espotting during the fifties I re-
call standing on the bank above the Broom &
Wade siding watching the shunter in the ecoal
yard oppesite, There were often a few wagons
on the B & W siding and occasionally there
wee 8 stationery diesel shunter (a small non
BR type) with them.

I never saw any movement on the siding but
the position of the wagons did occasionally
change. The track at that time went through
a ggep chalk eutting and into the factory
yerd.

Lawrence Clarke
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MAIDEITHEAD S3I3GE ALMOCT COMPLELE

Work on Maidenheed's King Street brierge con-
tinuee towards compleiion. The bare concrete
abutments hcve been faced with red brick
decorated with eream brick and looks very
attractive, The mein girders have received
a cozt of "3ridge Grey".

JOINT LINE

The unbelievable summer of steam on the Joint
line continues unabsted. Following an agree-
ment with an American travel company to take
150 seats every week BR hsve arranged "Sunday
Luncheon Bxpresses”™ weekly until the end of
Augnust at least. By contrast the experimental
evening trip on April 30/Mey 1 was a
commercial flop, the second trip was cancelled.
It is unlikely that idea will be repeated in
& hurry! The Sunday trips are bringing in
about £8,500 a week.

SUDAY DOTICRY

Pollowing lest year's successfnl exveriment,
Sunday services resovmed on Mey 19th and will
continue until September 23th. Trains run
hourly at 35 nine nz8t the hour from Maiden-
hgagland 1 min from Marlow between 0935 end
20,01,

STEAM UPDATE

B.R. Marylebone-Stratfiord return - Sundeys

46229 "Duchess of Hemilton" June 23, 30 How
July T. 14. o A\ 0O

4771 ™Green Arrow" July 21.

35028 "Clan Line" July 28,

Aug 4, 11, 18, 25,

3.L.0.4A,
Sat. 29 June

Sat. 13 July

46229 "Duchess of Hamilton®
Merylebone-Stratford (return)
4771 "Green Arrow"
Sheffield-Marylebone (one way)

i
@ﬂg_)ﬁb GW1EO DIARY

JUNE - SEPTEMBER
Crar 2
30 June Peddington - railwzy bazazar 1 Sent Paddington) - Bristol-Plymouth
T J‘lly (Paﬂdxngton) - Bris‘tol-?lymou‘th ep ( adeing ) ateam e;c-lrsﬁn
steam excurgion Sept Paddi n - Slide sh
10 July Paddington — Slide show,tickets 4 P e i s ¢ Ozbg3§?
free from Paddington Ares 8 Sept Plymouth-Bristol (Paddington)
Hanager. I steam excursion
14 July Plymouth-Bristol (Paddington) 13/14 Sept Reading exhibition train present
steam excursiop 15 Sept 014 Oak Common - open day,
1 Aug-1 Sept Swindon exhibition exhibition train oresent
7 Aug Paddington - Slide show (see 16-18 Sept Paddington - exhibition train

above)

present

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Derr Bditor,

Mey I first congretulate you on the presente-
tion of the first “new look" edition of the
"Marlow Donkey", it certainly looked wvery
professional and no doubt will do the club a
lot of good.

One thing missing, and misring from previous
editionsa, is a "Letters to the Editor"
section. Stan Verrinder and I tried to start
one early in the life of the Society but
without success. Does no one want to write
to the editor? Are you ell po satisfied with
the Society thet you have nothing to say?
Does no one guestion or want to expané on
any of the articles in the "Donkey™?

Let me start! If I were & reader I should
want to know nore about rsome of the items
mentioned in the "twenty-five yeara ago"
aeries. Deliherately very tantalising
commente are included but no one asks for
more. ¥or examnle in the Harch edition

reference was made to a project for modify-
ing B4xxx class tank locoe for use in the
Isle of Wight. Does anyone know what
happened to that acheme? Is anyone interested
anyway? Do people want the "25 years sgo"
article or is it just boring stuff?

Someone pleamse write to the editor.
Yours hopefully,
Roger Bowen

Roger raises some very wvalid points. It would
be interesting to hear your views from time
to time, Is the Society and Donkey to your
1iking? We all have our pet subjects, let's
hear from you. It is your Society end needs
your fall support to make it interesting and
stimwlating. Ed.

By the way Roger, whst did heppen to thone
84xxx'8?

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Roger Bowen

The remoraecles=z pace of the modernisation
plan continued to show in the Summer of 1960
with the announcement by British Railways
that the percentage of coeching train miles
worked by steam locomotives had been exceeded
for the first time by that worked by diesel
or electric locomotives and multinle electric
traing. Since 1955 the number of steam loco-
motives had been reduced from 18,500 to
14,000. Nearly 620 mein line diesel loco-
motives were in service and over 1,300 on
order. Mein line diesel locomotives were on

order from British Reilweyes own works at
Crewe, Derby, Drrlington znd Swindon, as well
ags various outside contractors.

In July 1960 the "Midland Pullmen™ =ervice
w2e ineugurated, & de-luxe diesel electric
Puilman trzin "designed for high-soeed
travel with superior standards of comfort™.
The units were supplied by the Metrovoliten-
Cemmell Cerrisge & Wagon Co. Litd. of Saltley,
Birmingham and powered by two 1,200 hp NBIL
MAN diesel engines., Iwo six-car trains were
delivered to the London Midland Region for



service between Lonfon (5t Peacrss) and Man-
chester (Centrel). Awaited were three eight
car mets for the Western Region for services
between London (Paddington), Birmingham {Snow
Hill) and 7olverhamvton (Low Level), also to
Bristol (Temple Meads).

Modernisation of another sort wees the official
opening on 1lth April of the new mershalling
yerd at Hargem, near Port Telbot, nlanned by
British Railways Weztern Region in cloese co-
operation with the Steel Company of Weles.

It wes the first lsrge hump yerd with re-
tarder brekes 1o be built in the Western
Region.

Overseas riesn was goint too. On let May the
lest scheduled steam onersted train in Canede
ran from Toronto Union Stetion to Orangeville
Ontario with three Canadisn Pecific loco-
motiver at the head of "the trein, two "ten
wheelers”, Noe. 815 and 1057, with an ancient
smeller locomotive, No.l136,

Britain saw the resumption of stean, however,
in Su=egex, on Tth Augast 1960 the line
between Horsted Keynes and Sheffield Perk wae
re-opened to pemsengers by the Bluebell Rail-
way Preservation Society. Two locomotives
were in eervice ex LBSCR "Terrier™ No.55
"Stepney" and & former SECR "P" c¢leos tank
No.323 which had been named "Bluebell™.
Purther north the Revenglass & Eskdele Rail-
wey was due to be pold at anction with the
poseibility of it being sold for serap. A
preservation rociety hed been set up with

the aim of saving the line.

Published in the summer of 1960 wes the first
volaume of the legional Hietory of the iail-

woys ol Greet Britain, Volume One - 1he West
Conatry. Publiashed by Pheonix House Ltd. it
sold st 310/-.

In June ex-SECR "D" c¢less 4-4-0 locomotive
No.31737 wee taken from line Zlms motive
power depot to the British Trenswoert Commise-
ion museum of historical relies at Clapham
for restoration s SECR No.737 by whom is was
built at its Ashford Works in 1901l. On 3rd
¥ay the Benenden School sneciel from Charing
Cross to Cranbrook on the Hewkhurst branch
was pulled by ex-5ECR D1 Cless 4-4-0 No.31749
On 13th June diesel services hegan on the
Worth Vallet branch of the former Midland
Railway from Keighley to Oxenhope, the only
remaining steam operated branch on the North
Bastern Region. Pronosals had been made to
close the line snd it was hoped that the use
of diesel trains wonuld result in economies.
On 15th June the workshons at Newion Abbot
were closed, the lest locomotive to be over-
hauled and peinted there was 2-6-2T No.4566.

In Ireland the CIE placed contrects for 15
diesel locomotives from General Motors, being
950 hp mein line locos. They would build 14
shunting loco's at their Inchicore Works
using Maybach engines of 400 hp and purchese
seven 160 hp diemel hydraulic locos from
Dentz of Germeny. When theze were delivered
CIE enticinated 92% of all services to be
diesel operated.

As usnal the enmmer of 1960 brought a wonder-
ful mix of 0ld and new, of interest to meny
was & photograph of a2 special train at
Shobnall Mel tings on the Bass Reilway Systen
in the September 1360 Reilway Megazine.

Bow things have changed!!

FIFTY YEARS AGO

Roger Bowen

This is not going to be a regulesr item but
recently I wes given a copy of the liey 1935
ipsue of the Heilwey HMagazine.

The issue opens with adverts from various
railway companies. The LNER were advertising
®The Northern Belle Luxury Cruise on Wheelg"
offering "“seven days first cless rail accomo-
dation by dey and night" for £20 a1l in. The
IMS advertised their docks at Grengemouth and
Barrow, whilst the GWR offered warehousing at
varions GW depots. The Southern oifered
"Hints for Holidays" on sale at station book-
sialls price 64.

Mention was mede of the introduction the
following October of the new "3ilver Jubilee"
expreas of the LIER. Between London and
Newcastle an average speed of 67.1 mph would
be required. The train would be fully stream-
lined. Comparison waes mnde with the "Flying
Hemburger™ service in Germany which only sat
10% {;:sengers, whereas the "Silver Jubilee"
F-1:) .

The Kings Langley accident on the LM5 had
pccurred on 1l3th Karch. The 4.55 pm exnress
Ffreight from Alexandra Dock to Broad Street

had been pulled un with a vacuum brake defect
when it was run into the rear by the 5.50 pm
milk trein from Stafford to Euston. The
wreckege wes run into by the 10.30 pm freight
from Ceaden to Holyhead and a freight from
Toton to Willerden.

It wes reported thet deanite local reguests
the Southern Railway doez not find it
possible to continue to work the narrow gauge
line between Lynton and Bernstaple. It wea
aanonnced thet the line would be closed at
the end of the summer service.

On the 1lth April Mr. Hore-Belisha, the
Hinister of Transvort, unveiled the full
pized copy of the femous Stevdhenson Loco-
motive "Rocket” which has been »leced in
position in the Science Museum, London.

Oversees Borsig of Berlin produced a full
streamlined version of the 03 class pacifie
locomotives capable of 100 mph and were de-
wveloping the 05 cleas 4-6-4 designed for
epeeds up to 110 mph.

'A wonderful selection from May 1935! Incident-

1y the copy of Ballway Magagine cost 1/-.

IT'S CHEAPER ON THE SOUTHERN

Lawrence Clarke

On a recent trip to the West Country I
travelled from Reading to Honiton via Basing-
gtoke for & cost of £11.60 single. The
Journey was most eujoyeble, taking me through
rolling countryside with primrose lined banks
and wild daffodils in the fields.

The line from Basingrtoke (the 0ld London &
SW) was fast even though much of it was only
pingle track. Many of the platforms west of -
Salisbury were too short for the train and
there is viaible evidence that meny of the
stations were once longer and have seen
busier times.

On reaching Honiton I enguired about the
fare from Reading to Exeter via Basingatoke
but the Stetion Master could not find this
informetion.

Since arriving home further enguiries re-
vealed that the fare from Reading to Basing-
stoke is £1.90 single and Basingsioke to
Exeter is £12.30, but it was stressed that
this is not the recognised way to travel
Total £14.20.

Fare from Reading to Bxeter, WR, being
£15.30 single.
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AMERICAN DIESELS FOR FOSTER-YEOMAN

1The recent order by Foster Yeoman for four
heavy freight locomotivee from Blectro-
Motive Divieion, General Motors, La Graoge,
J1llinois, ie significant in two respects.
Firet, it is the firet time & private owner
hes purchesed motive power to haul ite own
trains over BR track. Second they will be
the first US built diesel locomotives to
operate on BR,

The above sketch givea an impreeeion of ther
appearance, which will be basically British.
At T70' long they will replace the claas 40
a8 3ritain'e longest diesel. Built on a
heavy steel frame, the cowl body will be
non-etructural and largely removeable for
maintensnce. The cabs will be "etyled™
versions of the 58, now regarded as BR's
standard ceb layout.

Power equipment will consiest of EMD'e 16~
645E3C engine, a V-16 two-stroke of 9.1/16"
bore and 10" astroke, turbochsrged and inter-
cooled, developing 3,300 hp at 1,000 rpm.
This is coupled to an EMD AR1]1 alternestor
whiceh, in turn, ies linked to a solid state
rectifier. Bach of the pix axles is powered
by an EMD D874 d.c. axle hung traction
motor.

The locomotives will weigh 124 tona, with a
meximam axlelord of 21 tona {(BR RA7), and
specitied tractive effort of 60,000 lbs.
eguivalent to adhesion of 19%. However EMD'm
®"Super Seriea®™ power control will be fitted.
This controle wheelelip by exploiting "Wheel
Creep®, & phenonomen which dictatee thst
merximum adhesion oceurs when the whesl Bpeed

ie 1-10% greater than locomotive speed. The
key to this is a doppler radar which accura-
tely monitors locomotive speed And a micro-
processor conirol system to regulate ourrent
to each motor and keep the wheels just
glioping. Teats in the US heve shown that
this system increases adhesion up to 27%.
This will ensble the new locomotivea to
pingle head 4,300 tonne trains up the Sever-
neke incline. Previocusly this was the job of
a peir of 56's. "Super Series®™ control comes
in at 4 mph, below thie a normal wheeleslip
pystem is used and sandi is aveilable. The
ayetem requires the traction motors to be
connected in perallel, the alternator wind-
ing connectiona are changed electronically
from perallel to series ae rpeed increases.
This allrws the loco to work at near peak
efficiency, enhsncing fuel economy.

In addition to the "Suver Series” which
forms part of the units ®"Logic Computer”,
which aslao controls engine speed, fuel in-
Jection and anit direction, there are two
other on board microprocessor unites. The
"Excitation Computor® receives throttle and
breke information from the logic system to
eatablish power and breke reference limites.
¥inally the Diegnostic & Dieplay Computor
anelymes faulte (and in some cases corrects)
providee cab indicator displays, nrovides e
printed record for maintenance men and keeps
records of mileage, fuel consmumption, Xilo-
watt hours, lube 0il temnerature and
pressure ete, Compmred with conventional
locomotives, the number of control relaye is
reduced by 90% and wiring is reduced by 75%.

The units, to be 58.001 - 59.004, will be
delivered in the thiré quarter of 1985 at a
cost of £1lm eech. They will be driven by BR
crews and meintained by BR st enlarged
denot at Foeter Yeoman's Mereheed Quarry
under EBED mupervision. Provided the 59's
are 8 ouccess, and BMD will leave nothing
to chance, more EMD locos may eppear, as
they are being invited to tender for the
new 38 and 48 clesses, both of which will
number 500 by the mid 1990's.

BOOK REVIEWS

Ron Brooks

With all the tzlk of 150 G years aad
interest in the London Underground the
following books may sunnly just that extre
bit of interest in develonments, which, to
say the lespt, have affected the lives of
millions and, what is more, generally for
good.

THE GREAT WESTZRN RAILWAY £12.50
150 GLORIOUS YEARS ISBN 0 7153 8510 5
by David & Charles

Thia book is a celebration in the tradition
of the "Wonder Book of Railways". If you
thought such a pleasure wae gone forever,
treet yourself to this super book which not
only succeeds in giving the reegl flavour of
GOD's Wonderful Railway but alaso smells
good! The photos, unlike meny nowadays, are
clear and the colour pletes are a joy.

TUBE TRAINS UI'DER LONDON
by J. Graeme Bruce London Transvort

A profisely and sherply (see comment sbove)
illustrated history of LT tube rolling stock
and a fascinating tale it is. It should be
resd in conjunction with:-

THE STORY OF LOWDON'S UNDERGROUMND £3.95
by J.R. Day London Trasnsport
A detalled history of the development of the

Underground which we ell teke for grented.
Well illurtrated and nicely told.

150 YEARS OF BRITISH RAILWAYS Hamlyn
ISBN 0 600 37655 9

Yes, there are other railways and they have
celebrated 150 years zlresdy. This is & well
illustrated, easy to read, general history.
With thie and the GW celebration reviewed
above you would be very well informed.

RAIL 150 Eyre Methuen
ISBN O 413 32310 2

=~ But not guire so much as if you absorbed
the fascineting deteil in this '150 Years'.
Once agein super illustrations and a read-
able text chock full of information. If only
I conld remember just a fraction of it.

Mike Wailker

SPECIAL OFFER!!
THE WESTON COLLECTION

Our President has generously made avalicble
some copies of this superb book of prints from
David Weston's "History of Steam” paintings. The
originals are now on display at Fawley Museum

ONLY £5-00 {Members only)
Contact: Ernie Dove Tel Marlow 73735




THE CURATE'S EGG

Mike Walker

With the prospect of the West Country being
one of the mteamier corners of the world and
undeterred by the threat of dismal weather
your Secretary and Treesurer decided to epend
the Easnter weekend in Devon. The journey down
on the Seturday was punctuated by a return
trip over the entire West Somerset Railway.
Arriving at the unexpectedly tidy Bishops
Lydeard station we appeared to be gbout the
only travellers. The ataff were at great
peins %o emphasise that the WSR is a working
railway not a "preserved” line and did not
panic when we enquired as to the whereabouts
of Roger Woodham?

Bventually a 2 car Cravens dmu errived and
with it more passengers. We set off, picking
up the aforementioned signals engineer at
Wiliton. On arrivel at Minehead Roger went
off to clean up but not before pointing us
towards the gift shop "“where you will aspend
money", Michael Draper would be proud! After
lunch at a harbourside pubwe were shown
round. 6412 was being prepared for Sunday's
gervice and "Victor" was nearing the comple—
tion of a major overhaul in the shed. We
pansed at a semi-dereliet 2-8-0, 3850, which
Roger admitted {0 financing at £5 a month,
the reault of rather too much celebrating one
evening it appears.

The dm: took us back to Bishop's Lydeard in
exhilarating form (why was R.W. hiding behind
a seat?) end on errival, died. Roger was now
to be found on his ¥mees, not praying but
examining a dry radiator. Refreshed, the unit
returned to Hinehead, we headed west once
nore.

Our next stop was Buckfaetleigh. The Dart
Valley is a total contrast to the easy going
WSR, they charge 80p just to get in. This is
a Steam Tonrist Reilway and the chearming
setting of the atation as it was in early DVR
days hes been destroyed, and not by the near-
by motorway. Nevertheless there was time to
see 1638 bringing in the day‘'s last train
before continuing to Paignton for the night.

Sunday dawned gquite bright snd promising.
7827 ®Lydham Manor" was persued and photo~
grephed sround Torbey and near Greenaway
whilst working the Torbey & Darimouth Reil-
way's first train. Enconraged we returned to
the Dart Valley but near Totnes it started
to rein which severely reatricted photo-
graphic opportunitiea, not helped by the
12.30 train leaving Buckfastleigh 5 minutes
early! However, making our way to Totnes we
were able %o shoot 1638 in the unaccustomed
purroundings of the BR station, which the
DVR were using for the first time that
weekend.

And so to the mein objective, chasing the
double headed "Grert Veatern Limited™ on its
triomphant Bristol-Plymouth run. Arriving at
our firat location Teignmouth bridge all was
not well, rumoura were abroad thet "King
George V" had feiled. Such heretics were
threatened with immersion in the river but

g8 train time passed spirits sank lower, had
not the "Xing" failed once hefore on a very
special occasion? More rumours puggested that

"Hinton Menor™ hed now failed as well.
BEventually all hone faded as the local police
brosdcapt the news.

"There will be no steam today, they be broke.
However the carriages will be coming through
on their own soon™. Good grief, they've re-
invented atmospheric traction we thought but
then through came & dejected load of nass-
engers behind a meruffy pair of 37's. We re-
turned to Paignton dicheartened. Pete wrote
in hie journal "Monday csn only be better®.

For the record, the "King" had raun hot and
came off at Taunton. The ™Manor" continued
with the 37's pushing over Whiteball but over-
did it down to Exeter where she too was
declared a failure.

Monday looked fine, the sun was out! We made
our way to Totnes to find out what time the
diesel hanled special would return, buat
honour was restored. Overnight 4930 "Hagley
Hall" had made a hurried trip down from the
SVR and "Hinton Nanor™ had been repaired.
They were on time and due, we raced to a
point helf way up Deinton. Soon a distant
whistling, & down HOST passed ensuring a clear
view when the "Limited™ appeared. Then
auddenly there it was, the "Hall®™ going like
the cleppers doing & good 45 mph up the 1 in
50 producing a volecanic eruption of steam and
blaeck smoke from its copner capped chimmey,
slmost obscuring the "Manor™ which by contrast
peemed to he going along for the ride. The
disappointments of Sunday were forgotten.

Qur next location was a hill top overlooking
the Teign eatusry giving uas e clear view from
Newton Abbott racecourse to Teignmouth. The
sun was s8till out but the train was well over-
due. Eventually it appeared, the "Hall"™ =till
gave the appearance of being thrashed even
though the track here is almost level. The
8ight was megnificent. As we returned to the
car we noted 50.044/50.045 trundling along

et a respectful distance, just in case.

The extended Newton Abbott stop meant the
planned 30 minute stop at Dawlish Warren was
abandoned and with it our planned interception
et Stercross. So we continued north up the

M5. Near Cullempton it wes amazing how many
cars had broken down, could it have had any-
thing to do with the railwey beyond the fence?
Ve stayed legal rnd got 2 sanerbh vaitage

point above the south wortal of Whiteball
Tunnel. Spot on time the "Limited"™ a-peared
and still working hard, more vhotographs and
epprecistive comments., Qur final encounter
was on flat lends of Jedgemoor just ontside
Bridgewater. Its herd work behind it we bzde
farewell as it disapneared towards Bristol.

The weekend wes concluded by following 6412
along the West Somerset. "Victor™ was even in
steam at Hinehesd. So ended a weekend of
periods of denression and ecetecy. The Great

: Western's 150%th birthday heé looked like

turning into = shambles but in the end the
floyal Road's honour was opheld. It is strange
that the ponulsr press which had & field day
reporting Sundey's debacle, never mentioned
Monday's triumnh, but that's life!

THE DEAN SINGLES

Mike Walkenr

The Victorian weriod was notable for the
meny nagnificent designs of ateam loco-
motives which came to grece the rallways
of Britain. In your writer's opinion the
finest of these were the series of 7'34"
singles buailt to the designs of William
Dean by the GWR's Swindon Works in the
1890's,

They are beat known as the 3031 or ™Achilles”
class of 4-2-2's but this reflects only their

final condition. As built they fell into
three distinct cetegories. First to amppear
were 3021-3030 as Lot 86 in 1891. These were
convertible broad/standerd gange 2-2-2's. 0f
these 3021-3028 spent only a year or so set
for 7'04" gauge although some only ran in
traffic as such for as little as six months
due to the finel abandonment of brosd gewge
in May 1892. All hed been altered to siandard
by the yeer's end whilet 13029 and 3030 ran
from the start as standard gauge engines.
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Next to appear were 3001-3020 which were
actually ordered shead of 3021-3030 on Lot
84 but éid not emerge until early 1892,
These were double framed standard gauge
2-2-2-*s. In this form they proved to be
rozgh riders due to the combinetion of a
short wheelbase, 18'6", and a relatively
large boiler which hed to be pitched high to
clear the 7'83" driving wheels. Following a
geries of complaints from footpletemen,
matters finally came to a head on 16th Sept-
ember 1893 when 3021 "Wigmore Castle" became
dersiled inside Box Tunnel. This was, of
course, one of the convertibles which
suffered the seme Jefect when converted to
standard gauge.

Swindon moved swiftly to rectify the problem
and whilst undergoing repsirs, 3021 was modi-
fied to the 4-2-2 arrangement increessing the
wheelbase to 23'6" and turning another rather
unremarkable Swindon produet into & mechine
of classic beauty. Curiously, desnite the
increased length the overall weight was re-
duced by 1 ton. Rew cylinders of 19", rather
than the original 20" bore, had to be fitted
to provide clearance for the bogie to swing
and, as the 24" stroke remained unaltered,
tractive effort was reduced from 14,115 lbs
to 12,738 1lbs. 3021 emerged in its new guise
in March 1394 end the remaining locomotives
followed rguit by the end of the year, 3024
"Storm King" being the last.

The final meries of fifty locomotives were
built as 4-2-2's, The first, 3031 "Achilles”
energing alongside 3021 in Merch followed by
3032-3040 on Lot 94 in 1894, 3041-3060, Lot
gg, 1894/5 and 3061-3080, Lot 110, between
1897 ané 13939. Those built es 4-2-2's
differed from the ex-2-2-2's by having

the trailing axle aprings above the foot-
plate rether than below. Eventually all had
the aprings moved to the cabside but =subtle
freming differences remained.

In their 4-2-2 form the Dean Singles provided
a magnificent sight. The frames were painted
in Indian Red which set off the dark mid-
chrome green boilers, cabs and tanks. The
whole engine was notable for its detail
finish. The paintwork was extensively lined
out with a double pattern rather than the
single siyle uged in more recent years. The

chimmey, of course, was copper capped whilst
the safety velve casing, dome and countless
emnll fittings were fimished in highly
polished brees. Althongh none survived the
anperb Carnforth b2ilt renlica of 3041
"Queeén” dimplayed at Mrdame Tussaudas
“Rzilways & Roysl Exhibition" shows just how
megnificent these machines were, and thr-t
standard of finish was net unique to royal
enginea. In those days of cheap labour such
a turn out was an everyday sight.

As the GWR moved into a new century and a new
era, profound changes effected the singles.
George Jackson Churchward repleced Dean at
Swindon and introduced an avstere new image.
The Indian Red was replaced by blrck, the
lining simplified, 2nd some of the brightwork
peinted over. More imvortant was the rebuild-
ing of several with Churchward parsllel dome-
lers Belpaire boilers (Taper boilers were out
as they would have to be pitched too high).
This 9id nothing for the looks of the loco-
motives end moet later received a new hybrid
boiler retaining the originel Berral hut fitt-
ing a Belpaire firebox and extended drumhead
snokebox. One of the few to survive uneltered
wag 3031 "Achillies" herself.

The class were long essocirted with the West
of Englsnd mein line but 9id not, of course,
venture west of Newton Abbott. Disvlaced by
4-4-0"a they moved on to open the London-
Birmingham two hour service and finally to
the London-Worcester line. They were known
as flyere. On 9th Ly 1904 3065 "Dnke of Con-
nanght" took over from "City of Truro" after
ite record decent of Whitebell and eped the
120 ton "Ocean Special® on from Bristol to
Paddington at an average of 7l1.3mph and
reached a meximum of 91.8mph.

Unfortunately, the increased train weights
of the 20th Century guickly outclassed the
Singlesa. Churchward considered rebuilding
them as 4-4=0'g pimilar to Dean's T or
*Armetrong" cless but major structural
probleme at the rear end precluded this.

3075 gné 3020 were withdrawn eerly in 1208,
The remainder were retired steadily until
Decenber 1915 when 3050 "2oyal Sovereign"
end 3074 "Princess Helena" brought the story
of the class to a close,

2-2:2
Cylinders, Diam. 20*, Stroke 24°,
Bailer. Barret 11° 8°.
Diam. outs. 4° 24" and 4° ¥*,
Pich 77 14"
Firebox. Length outs. §° 47,
Tubes. No. 249, diam. 1}°.
Heating Tubes ... 1342.85sq. ft.
surince. Firebox 123.88 5q. ft.
{with pocket}
Total v 1466.73 8q. ft.
Grate area 20.8 8q. ft.
Boiler pressure. 180 lbs.
Wheels. Leading and
Trailing 47
Driving ‘83"
Wheelbase 9° 6° 4+ 07 0°, total 18" 87,
{engine}.
Weights full. Leading ... 131 4c
Driving ... 187t 0c
Trailing ... 12r Oc
Total, engine 447  4c Engine
Total, tender 321 10c Nos,
_— 3001.20
Tota) .. TOT ldc 3021-30
— 3081-40
Tractive effort {85%) 14,115 lIbs. 3041-80

Tender capacity 3,000 galions. 3061-80

422
Cylinders. Diam. 19", Stroke 24°.
Boiler, Barrel 11° 6°.
Diam. outs. 4" 2§ and 4” 3°.
Pitch 7° 7§°.
Firebox. Length outs. 8" 4°.
Tubes. No. 288, Diam. 11",
Heating Tubes ... 1434.275q.1t.
surface. Firebox ... 127.06sq. ft.
Total <. 1581.33 sq. ft.
Grate area. 20.83q. 1t.
Boiler pressure. 180 Ibs.
Wheels. Bogie . 401,
Driving ... 7" 84"
Trailing ... 4’ 7°.
Wheelbase T 4+ T 4+ w0,
{engine). total 23° @°,
Weights full. Bogie .. 187 G
Driving ... 187 0c
Trailing ... 13r ¢
Swindon Lot Date Total engine 487  Oc
Works Nos.  Nos. buill, Total tender 32r 106c
1221-40 84 1892
1281-70 86 1891 Total .. 81T 10c
1301-1400 ] 1864 —_—
140)-20 95 1864-5 Tractive effort (85%;) 12,738 bs.
1812-31 ilo 1807-# Tender capacity 3,000 gallons.
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THE WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY

Bas Woodward

One of the "Grest Little Trains of Wales®
which did not smrvive into the poat-war
years of railwey preservation and ever in-
cerepging toarism wes a clome neighbour of
the Pestiniog. It was known as the Welsh
Highland Reilwey. At its southernmost poeint
there is an sttemnt to revive it but so fer
little haa been accomplished.

The following informrtion has been gleaned
from a booklet entitled "Welsh Highland
Wonderlend®, I am grateful to ite author,
Peter Deegan, for providing little knovm
facts about the line.

Passengers were first cerried by the Welah
Highlend Railway on the 3lst July 1922.
After the publie were no longer able to
travel on the line, freight lingered on
until the lst June 1937. Actually theee
dates are misleading beceause parts of the
roate hed existed under different nemes for
mach longer. The older section, Croesor
Junction to Porthmzdog, hed existed for
geventy years before 1922. The northerm
section between Rhyd-Ddu and Dinas Junction
(standard gauge) hed had steam operated
traine since 1877 and operated as the North
Wzles Narrow Gauge Railway.

Unfortunrtely for the new railway char-a- -

bancs were beginning to anpear on the roads ,

oi llorth ales. They were primitive verasions
of our moedern, luxurious coaches. White
Bueses, Blue llotsrs and Brown Buszes began to
operete. Busy Bee Motors opened a through
gervice between Caernarfon and Porthmadog.
This latter compeny was later to be zbsorbed
by Crossville Hotor Co. Ltd.

However, in the volumes of British Narrow

Geauge Steam by Micheel J. Mesnenger, pub-
lighed by D. Brzdford Barton Ltd., there are
photographs of e delightfully picturesque
roate. The little trains puffed slong the
velleys, pauring et Beddgelert, trying to
find a level urth and often swinging away
from the metalled romds into the more remote
parts of Snowdonia. In the pess of Aber-
glaslyn the engineers had to bleat through
huge soure of rock. Theme tunnels cen atill
be seen.

It is no surprise to learn thzt at one time
the railway was operated by the legendary
Colonel Holman P. Stephens. Unfortunately
Stephens tried to run this railway from his
headquarters in Kent and he failed to develop
its potentiel &8s a tourist attraction. Owner-
ship passed to the Festiniog Reilway who were
busy with their own finahcirl problems and
little interested in their impoverished
neighbour.

The overgrown tracks were an obvious source
of mcrap metal %o dealers working for the war
effort. Most of the line was pulled up in
1942,

In 1961 2 Society was formed which hecame the
Weleh Highland Light Reilway (1964) Ltd. In
1930 & section of the railway line ealled the
Beddgelert Sidings adjoining the Welsh High-
land trackbed at Porthmadog waes opened to the
public, The vreservationista hope to develop
the line northwarde. The Society has even
maneged to retrieve "Baldwin", one of the
reilwey's original locomotives which had been
in the ownership of the Birmingham Locomotive
Club.

WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY. Vales, l...akes,
Bredion b AT Runs from H|  Alpine
~ BEDDGELERT , Caernarvon} | Villages and
TO * Ba : &8l Splendid
PONT CROESOR y to Mountain
Thind Glass Actual Fare 9d. Cardigan 4| Scenery
Bay {22 Miles
Sp—- i ] through &
Sea to Seafs § Riot of
. Splendour

TIME TABLE, JULY %h 10 SEPTEMBER 2%th (inclusive), 1934

]

am. I L m, _I &M . am, m
Dioas dept 1335 £55! 62 | Portmedoe deptt 18798 201 &5 6550
Tryfan Jet. , | A A A |Aberglastyn depr. 11-9 (24 (424 6.44
Waenfawr . | 1145 | 3.10; 6.34B | Beddgelert arr; 11-20 215 | 4-35 6.55
em “| A Al A o T,
Playnant .| A | A @ A do. dept! 113! 450 isoB
m. H South Snowdon ,,} 1-45 5.20 8-25%
South Snowdon | 12:15 ; 3.40° 6.55 | Plasynant  wi A A A
Boddgelert  arr, 12.45' 4.5 ' 7.25B | Salem " 1 A A A
do.  dept. 12.55' 4.55 ;730 | Waenfawr i A A oA
Aberglaslyn dept. 1.6 1 5.6 |7-41 |Tryfen i A A | A
Portmsdoe  arr., 1-30 | 5.30, 85 Dinss arr. 2-30 6.5 sloB3
NOTES.—A stops il required.” B Wednesdays and Thursdays only.
WELSH HicHLAND Ry, Wewsn HicHLAND Ry
AETURN HALF  Hotm. Ths T Y :
dq Bomae.- Thia Tiakst 1o tesese ssbysrr o . CHEAP EXCURSION FARES as under: _
imved sun)set s the senditions ap the Mume Retwan Aberglaslyn. Beddatlert. 5. Seowdon. Plasvmant.  Salent.  Waenlawr, Dinas
smdikons on the Time Tables of the Qompany Portmadoe .. Lo wn 13 e 16w 19 . 19 . 2% .. 206
Toblas of the Company T m Aberglaslyn ... — ... 4d. 1/- 13 .. L3 oL 16 .. 23
WANTMOR binas Beddyelert ... — .. o 9. 17N TR | SRR
) Tor ABERGLASLYN T0 South Smowdon — . — - 4.0 4 Doed Dol
TO NANTMOR Plasymant .. — .. — —_ —_ e M .. & M
DINAS for ABERGLASLYN Salem — = = - - = . M. 0%M
Third Class Third Class Waenfawr ... — .. — - e . B
Aatual Fare 3/3 Actual Fare 3/3 Dinas - - _ e e e =
PorTuaDOC, July, 193, + R Evass, Traffic Mazager
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