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FROM THE CHAIR

¥or & number of yeare we Southerners heve
comvlained that steam specials are all run
in the northern countiee, with the excep-
tion of a few ex-Didcot steam-hauled traine
to the Midlenda. Now at lest steam has re-
tarned to London's threatened terminus,
Marylebone. Whether BR opted to use Maryle-
bone for steam mpecials because of the in-
freguent services to Banbury, High Wycombe
and Aylesbary, or beceuse it still retained
its turntable, we do not know, but it is e
most welcome move. If you look back at post
1968 nhotographs Paddington anpears to be
the only London terminus which has, till
now, allowed steam locomotives into its
platforms. I refer of course to King George
V, Hinderton Hali, Drysllwyn Castle and
Evening Star.

Chiltern Irains herve been dealt a grievous
blow. BR clesima that charter trains heve
been underpriced and have raised their
charges for hiring trains by over 100%., In

their firat few months of 1985 only the
trip to Boulogne on the 16th March is by
special train. All other journeye, to Devon
end Cornwall, Wales and Scotland, will be
by service trainsa.

I wan morry to read that the Choloey and
Wallingford R#ilway Preservatilon Society
have failed to find a esuitable locomotive
for their brench line. The ex-GWR 2-8-0T
No.4247 in a large, heavy engine. A 14XX
tank would have been better but the owners
of the four remaining examples would be
loth to part with them.

At the risk of offending our book reviewer,
Ron Brooks, may I recommend a recent Ian
Allan publication? It is called "“lhe Chang-
ing Western Scene 1948-1984", by Michael
Baker. hy copy was £6.95. The photographs,
all bdlack and white, are excellent and I
particularly enjoyed the accompanying text.
this book, like Keith Beck's “1Lhe Greatness
of the Great Western" is intended to be &
"good buy™ in 1985, GW150 year.

MEETINGS PROGRAMME and CLUB EXCURSIONS

A1l meetings held in the Gainsborongh Suite
at the Cheqguers commencing at 20.00 EXCEFPT
APRIL START AT 19,30.

Thurs., 18 April Reilway Preservation -
David Shepherd.

The world femous artist and nreservationist
gives his personsl view of our hobby. We

expect this to be a ponuler subject - &0 come

early. REMEMBER 19,30 STARL.

Thurs. 16 Mey Editing the MRC — Chris Liegh
The editor of Model Reilway Constructor and

well known rzilway writer gives us an insight

into the problems and nitfalls of him trade.

Thura, 20 June A Little Light Relief -
Mike Sharman.

A look at the preservation of railwayania
with the emphassis on the smeller easily
collectable items such as signelling hand
lemps.

Zhurs. 18 July GW Preservation at Southall
Bob Gorringe. -

The cheirman of the Society tells mus of its
history and fight againet developers. We
hope to arrange an evening visit to the
Southall site on Thursday 15th Angust. More
details in the next issue,

Bk-Saturday 1st June

READING & DIDCOL OPEN DAYS

Travelling by service trains from Marlow
branch to deading for Diesel depot oven day,
and then on to Didcot {by HST) for the GWS's
ovn "150 Gal=". Return by service irains. A
chance to compare old end new.

Deteils and costs from kike Walker.

¥ Sunday 2lat July

EXCURSION 10 E.S.R. & LONGLEAT

Our annual coach trip takes us to David
Shepherd's Esst Somerset Railway at Cranmore
and visits Longleat Safari Park for the
wives and children. A short stop will be
made at Fornter-Yeoman's Merehead Guarry.

Adults £8.00 Children £4.50

Bookings to: Mike Welker (Marlow 3899) with
g deposit of £2. per person.

¥ Sunday 11th Angust
SWINDON & GLOUCESTER BY STEAM

Using a "Chiltern Traina®™ excurrion we are
offering an all-in desl by @pecial train from
Aylesbury, Risborough, Wycombe snd Maidenhesd
to Swindon.Then STEAM hauled to Gloucester
and back. Packsge includes sdmission to the
GW 150 exhibition at Swindon and saves abouw
£3.50 on the cost of doing the same trip
yourself. Limited accommodation. BOOK EARLY!

Adults £18.50 Children £13.50
Bookings (with full payment) to Mike Walker.



SOCIETY NEWS

The December meeting was the best attended
of 1984. Tony Hrll-Pateh, assistant curstor
of the Science Museum, sgain entertained us
with more rare films from the archives in-~
elnding some old "Railway Roundabouts", We
were alao brought up to date on the GWR 150
programme .,

The following Saturday sew the ennual
Christmas Dinner. The meal was enjoyed by
all and the evening enlightened by the
attendance of Stan Verrinder. -

Detaile of the AGM are contained elsewhere.
A large number of members braved forecasted
blizzards (which didn't come) to make the
Photographic Competition a great success,
deapite the rush at the end and the lack of
our usiual room due to a booking mix up by
Mra, Shippey. The results wera:

Prints

1at Pete Greatorsx ™Indonesian Steam by
Night®
"Union Pecific Preight
at Dale Junction®
"Pakistan Railways
0-6-0 at Shahgai®

2nd John Sesrs
3rd Pete Robina

Slides
lat Bob Young "South African Class 23
4=8-2 at epeed near
Burgersdorp"®
2nd Bddie Lewcock  "South African Class 24
and GMA Garrett near
Hartenboe®™
3rd Pete Greatorex South African Steam on
Shed - Bloemfontein®

The NORMAN ASTON-SMITH trophy for 1984 went

to John Sears for *Donkey Bites Car".

In February a joint production by Mike
Walker, John Sears, Pete Greatorex and
Charlie Smith took us through the western
U.5. with an even mix of vintage steam,
modern diesels end superb scenery.

We welcome two new members to the Society
Martin Pink of High Wycombe and Geoff
Whiteside of Flackwell Heath.
Congratulations to Roger Bowen and his wife
Bronwen on the birth of their daughter,
Serah Elizebeth, on February 9th,

SUBSCRIPIIONS

Seversl members hrve as yet forgotten to re-
new their membership for 1935. May we esk
for your continued suvnnort and look forward
to receiving your £5 in the near future.
Chéoues etc., should be vayable to the
Harlow & District.ilailway Society and sent
to Mike Walker at Solgarth, Little Marlow,
Buacks, SL7 3RS. Members not renewing by

June will be deemed to have lapsed and not
receive the next "Donkey".

YOUR "itARLOY DONKEY™

this is the first issue of & new loock
"Donkey". Although it 2»nears slimmer, the
gctual word content ie similer due to the
reduced type mize. The new format is
escentiel to contain costs now the news-
letter is commercially w»rinted. We would
welcome your views and any contributions,
be they full zrticles or news items for the
new "Railway fdoundabout" feature.

RAILWAY FIOUNDAB_DUT Notes &

News

VSOE AT HIGH W{COMBE

The all-Pullman "Orient Expresa™ get brougt
a touch of clame to the Joint Line on 22and
January when it worked a charter for the
Port 0ffice to mark the Ffiret day of the

GW 159 commemorative stamps, which were
printed by Harrimons. Class 47/4 dieeel
47.500 "Great Weatern™ was in charge.

PROGAESS AT MAIDENHEAD

Rebuilding of the King Street underbridge

et the east end of Msidenhead station con-
tinuesa on schedule. The major work of
installing the new main girders and concrete
sbutments took place over two weekends in
December with the aid of a German built Faun
Demag IC20005 mobile crane, GWS555X. Owned
by Sparrows of Bath, this is reputed to be
the second largest lorry mounted crane in
Britain with a Safe Working Load of 500
tonnee. The girders, of sround 100' span
weigh approximetely 65 tons and were deliv-
ered to site by rosd. No trace of the old
bridge remasine, the old embankment must now
be removed from beneath the new, after which
the dual carriageway road can be completed
and the estation forecourt revised.

AND AT PADDINGTON

Prnddington is getting a face 1lift for GW150
year. The stop blocks and ticket barrier
have been moved around 100' towards the
“gountry end" of the station to make way
for an enlarged concourse (known affection-
ately as The Lawn) and new ticket office.
Concurrently, London Trensport are refur-
bishing the Circle/Dietrict and Baksrloo
line stations at Paddington. No doubt this
is to welcome diverted Joint Line pmesengers
in dnue course, with an even longer walk {one
of their chief grievancies about Paddington)
or perhaps ite a new method of creating an

even fester London-Bristel record by shorten-

ing the distance!

DELAY AT RARYLEBONE

Meanwhile the BRB's plans to rid itself of
Marylebone have received a set beck, So
overwhelming has been the nrotests from
Joint Line peasengers that the public
enquiry scheduled for Febrmary hrs been
postooned until June 17th, 18th end 21st
to allow the evidence to be collated. It
now seems unlikely that closure will take
rlace vntil 1987 at the earliest - so we
may get & lot more steam.

STRANGE HAPPENINGS

The severe weather of Jenuary and February
brought some strange sights. On 12th February
the "Marlow Donkey" was worked by a strange
dmu formetion of single cars W55024 and
W55028 sandwiching driving trailer W59285.
The same evening two HS5T's were observed
passing Reading within 30 minutes of each
other being towed by 47's, both were victing
of fuel tanks freezing on the road. Almost
brand new, 58023 was noted entering Reading
on 26th February, a very rare visitor.

MORE GRZEN DIESELS

As vart of the GW 150 celebrations, two
class 47/4's have emerged in green livery.
A strange shede, too light for Mid-Chrome
Green and more like the SR Olive Green, has
been applied to 47.484 "Isambard Kingdom
Branel™ and 47.628 "Sir Daniel GoochW., The
latter is a recent couversion from z steam
heat 47/0 (47.078) to e.t.h. fitted 47/4.
It is expected the 47.079 "George Jackson
Churchward® will also go green. Unlike the
firat WR green diesel, 52.007 "Sir Edward
Elgsar", the leteat renainta, whilst lined
out in GW style, do not carry GW atyle
number plates, inetead =tandard small white
numbers are carried on the cabsidesa. Up
north, 40.122 (D220) is now the only active
class 40 2nd will be retained for speecial
trains ontil 8 major failvre ocewrs.



BROOM & WADE BRANCH

Can any member shed light on the story of
the branch which ran from High Wycombe West
Signal Box to Broome & Wade's Bellfield
Road factory?

SVR _mids BR

The Severn Valley Railway is currently
training Western Region locomotive crews
in the finer points of driving and, more
importantly, firing ex-GWR steam loco-
motivee in prevaration for the GW 150
snecislse to Plymonth. The far west has
been dieselised since 1963 and the old
akills have died out.

HEW¥ AT FAWLEY

Our friends who look after Lr. HecAlpine's
Fawley Museum Railway now have a conch to
carry their visitors rather than an open
wagon. The new arrival is a nurvose built
replica of @ 4-wheeled District Reilway
vehicle. It introduces vacuum brakes to
the railway.

GOT ANY NEWS?

We hope to make Railway Roundabout a regular
fegture. If yon hsve any local news, uwnusnual
eightings or news from your faveonrite
preservation, please submit it to us.

JOINT LINE STEAM UPDATE

For many years BR have 8aid there was no de-
mend for steam hauled specials out of London.
The firat weeka of '85 proved them very wrong
INBR A4 pacific 4498 "Sir Nigel Gresley”
arrived on 12th Jenuary to help lannch the
GW 150 stemps. Its programme of tours was
quickly sold out. A party travelled on the
26th Jenuery trip and many more followed the
etreamliner's progrese., SR MN pscifie 35028
nClan Line" arrived next on 2nd March and
will be followed by LMS 8P pscific 46229
"Duchess of Hamilton™, LNER V2 4771 "Green
Arrow", SR WC pecific 34092 "City of Wells™
and LMS Jubilee 5690 "Leander", her visit
deleyed from April. Dates are being finaslised
but the known programme is as follows, with
pagsing times at High Wycombe,

Sun 13 Apr 35028 "Clan Line"

(11.17 & 18.48)
Marylebone-Stratford-Marylebone.

e U APC
Sat 27 Apr 35038 "Clan Line" (11.02) 30 Al
Marylebone-3tratford-Baston ) Moy
Sat 4 May 46229 "Duchess of Hemilton™
(16.40)
Buston-Stratford-Marylebone
Sun 12 May 46229 "Duchess of Hamilton"
(11.17 & 18.48)
Sat 25 May 46229 "Ducheas of Hamilton"
(11.02 & 17.36)
Marylebone-Stratford-Marylebone
Sun 26 May 46229 "Duchess of Hamilton™
{11.17 & 18.48)
MaryRebone-Stratford-Marylebone
Sat 1 Jun 46229 "Duchess of Hamilton®

{11.02}
Marylebone-Stretford-Buston

Further updates will be made at each meeting.

APRIL=—JUNE

| GW150 DIARY

3 April Kensington Gardens "Iron Duke"
renlieca in steam.

1/8 April Bristol-Piymouth steam
excursions.,

9 May Oxford Town Hail. Lecture "The
Royal Romd - 150 Yezrs of
Enterprise". P, Rees ex-WR CCE

21 May Resding University, Palmer Hall

Lecture as above.
18 May-2 June GWS Gala at Didecot.

29 Mey-31 May Paddington - exhibition train
oresent.

1l June Reading diesel depot open day

1/2 June Dideot - exhibition train
present,

4 June Exhibition train steam hauled
Didecot - Birmingham.

8/9 June Tysley open days, exhibition
train present. Steam excursions
Tysdey to Stratford, both deys.

22/23 June Severn Valley Railway Gela weck-

end exhibition trein present.

Further details of these and other events
from BR Travel Centre on Slough 38621.

BOOK REVIEWS

Ron Brooks

Long evenings mre the time to get to grips
with history a2nd you can't 'do' railways
without nicking uo ouite a lot =bout many
other senects of the story of the paamsing
years, Read thies lot and you will be able
to holé your own wherever there is a whiff
of ateam.

THE AGE Of THE RAILWAY Panther 509
by H. Perkin 536 03382 3

This is a genersl history. It sete the
scene and shows the enormoues, and »robably
unforeseen, effecte the railweys had on e

world which had herdly caught un with the
engineering standards of the Romans. Wicely
Put 39t laviehly illustrated, » wonderful
read’, .

THE LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER
RAILWAY Betaford £15
by R.H.G. Thomas O 7134 05376

A world firet, snd all sorted out and
arranged for the reader's plessure. Contem-
porary illustratione, which elways renay
repeated =twdy, sbound. When the book is

finally read you almost think youw have been
there. You conld not exvect better coverrge
of any a=mvect BUL read on.

THE RAINHILL SY0’Y
by A. Burton

The title is enough -~ but it does not do
justice to the depth of coverage end the
isrge nomber of illustrations, nesrly ell
contemporary. The text is absorbing snd the
illustrations revesl something new with
each re-reading.

BBC £3.95

THE RAILWAYS OF BRITAIN Penguin £2.95
by B. Jones 0 14046 3321

The previous books ret the scene and des-
cribed, in enthrelling detail, the start.
This book brings the story as far as the
preservation acene and wnrovides very firm
scetffolding on which to hand other books on
narrower viewpointe., With this book alaone
yg;r argumentative canacity would be formid-
eble.



NARROW GAUGE IN HIGH WYCOMBE'!

Roger Bowen

Just because you will be reading this around
1ot April thia short note is perfectly
genuine - yes narrow gauge track, in use,
can be found in High Wycombe.

The first location is the grounds of the
Thomas Glenister factory in Hughenden Road.
At the rear, adjacent to Bellfield Rosd, is
a short length of track about 2'3" to 2'6"
gauge, which extends a full ten yards or so
out of & brieck workshop. The rolling stock
appears to be three wooden flat trucks abonut
about four foot long carrying sawn timber.

The second location is the grounds of the
William Bartlett factory in Grafton Street.
At the side, across the atream from Desbo-

NORTH STAR

DAWN OF A DYNASTY

By 1837 work was well wnderway on the con-
struction of the first section of the Great
Western Reilway from Peddington to kaiden-~
head. The great engineer Isambard Kingdom
Bronel wes faced with the provision of
motive power for the line., The Tfirst loco-
motivea were ordered by Brunel before the
appointment of Deniel Gooch as Locomotive
Sunerintendent in Augnst 1837 and, a=s
Swindon works were still meny yerrs in the
future, several builders were involved,

Brunel's specificetion stated that "a
velocity of 30 msh was to be considered ag
standard and this was to be attained with-
out requiring the pistons to travel at g
greater rate than 280 strokes per minute.
The engine to be sble to exert a tractive
force of 800 1b on level track, iudependent
of the power reouired to move itself, and
et a pressure of 53 lbs per square inch.
Total weight shall not exceed 10% tons and
if above tons to be carried on & wheels",

The firat two engines arrived in Wsvember
1837. "Premier™ from Mather Dixon and
"Vilean" from Valean rfoundry. Both were
2-2-2's with 7'0" driving wheels and were

rough Recreation Ground, is a length of
track about 100 yerds long, again of similar
gauge to the Glenister one. One metal track
with vertical rail sides i) visible, Of
interest here, however, is s fully working
traverser cerrying trucks on a broad gauge,
about 5'6", again for sawn timber. In both
cases the motive vower is distinctly man-
power.

Does anyone know of any more such lines in
the grounds of other furniture factories in
High Wycombe? Vere there any that have now
gone? Ia there a =standard Wycombe narrow
gauge? Someone, somewhere might know!!

Mike Walker

delivered by barge up the canal to West
Drayton. Around this time Brunel and Gooch
were offered a similerr engine ander con-
struction by Robert Stewhensona for the New
Orleans Railroed who were wnable to accent
delivery due to financial problems. Subject
to conversion to broad geuge it wrs varchased
by GWR. Brunel, however, was concerned with
appearaace as much as verformance and wrote
to Stephenson, "a plain young ledy, however
amisble, is apt to be neglected”.

Named "Horth Star", the Stenhenson loconmotive
was delivered bg barge up the Thames to
Mpidenhead on 28th November 1837 and hsuled
un the steepn s8lope to the station site. Here
she remained wntil Kay 1838 when the track
lrpyers reached the temporary western terminus
Once triels could begin "North Star"™ gquickly
proved to be very successiul, Brunel wrote
agein to Stenhenson, "we hrve a splendid
engine, it would have heen m berutifunl orna-
ment in the most elegant drawing room”".

"North Stsr" had the honour ol hauling the
first naasenger train on the GWR, a directors
apecial from Paddington to Meidenherd on Hay
31et 1338, on which it averaged 28 mph. The

L7 P
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first bublic train on June 4th was heuled by In the process new boilers, 10' long and 4'
Aeclus", one of the Vulcan Foundry engines. dismeter were fitted in plece of the former
. 8' long boilers.

A further eleven locomotives based on "North " P :
Sta{;3we{§ surchased from Robert Stephensons gzr:?i: igi@l gg?;h ;g:r£t°°”:i:“§§r;g for
in 9-1841 2t a cost of euproximately ) tce untl i+ when wan reti o
£2,150 each. These differed however by hev- preservation insife Swindon Works together
ing haystack fireboxes and 154" x 18" vaglé‘ goggiycléag cﬁﬁcg azge g::ﬁ:n Un—

; o e 2 . G ) . g more
cylinders. They were nemeéd es follows room to build his new genera%ion of standard

Bright Ster Red Star engines, had both engines screpped in 1906.
Dog Star Rising Star Bighteen years leter a renlica hnd to be
Evening Star Royal Ster built to revresent the company at the 1925
Lode Star Shooting Star Stockton & Darlington centenzry. Showing the
Morning Ster Western Star locomotive in its original condition, this
Polar Star replica can be viewed in Swindon Huseun.
In addition the layont of the Stars greatly The name "Worth Star" lived on, first on one
influenced Gooch in the design of the of Armstrong's "Sir Daniel" ¢lass 2-2-2's,
highly suceessful Rover or Iron Duke cless No.380 built in 1866 end named in 1871, then
4-2-2"8 built at Swindoun in the 1540's and the prototype Churchward 4 cylinder 4-6-0
set the pattern for the successive genera- No.4000 in 1906 {rebuilt as a "Castle” in
tions of GWR locomotives, each of which was 1929) and currently on a cless 47/0 diesel
develoned from its nredecessor. g7.077 {originally D16Gl). Mont of the other
" " £ ) R tor names reappeared on the Churchward Stars
wNorth Star, together with "Bright Ster”, and later still on the BR "Britannis®
Morning Star", "Polar Star","Red Star”, L . " . "
®Rising Stsr" ond "Shooting Ster", were Paclflcg, whilst "Evening Star" was the
hesvilly rebnilt at Swindon in 1848-1850 es eppropriate neme bestowed on the very last
4-2-25T%'a, the compeny's first tank engines. British steam locomotive, 9¥ 92220.

MINUTES OF 8th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held at 20.00hrs on Thursday 17 Janusry 1985 appeal for more articles. He also ex-
pressed thanks to Roy lMee for reproducing

Iwenty-eight members attended the Bth AGM of the Newsletter, a facility which would be

the Society at the Cheguers, Marlow. The sorely missed with Roy's resignation from

start was slightly delayed whilst one of the
downstairs bars was re-grranged to acecomo-
date the meeting (The Gainsborough Suite had
been double-booked and was already fully
occupied by members of the local branch of
the NFU).

1. APOLOGIES. FOR ABSENCE

Apologiea for absence were expressed on
behalf of Messrs. Clarke, Baldwin and
Liorgan.

2. NINUTES O¥ Tth AGM

The minutes of the Tth AGM held on
Thursday 19 January 1984 at the Marlow
Donkey had been circulated and were
approved unanimously,

3. MATYERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
4, CHATRMAN'S REPORT

The Chairman, Bas Woodward, started his
Annuzl Report with the enforced move from
the Marlow Donkey to the Cheoners in
April, which he personally felt had pro-
duced m mejor improvement in the ztandard
of accommodation for the monthly meetings.
However, the move hsd also been agcompa-
nied by a worrying reduction in the
nunber of members attending, a result
which the Chairman found vperplexing.

A review of the yesr's events then ensued:
Meetings highlighted were those given by
Alun Rees of the Severn Valley Railway;
the South Atrican 'Extravaganza' (complete
with fnll stereo effects) by Bob Young and
Roy Freeman; ‘Confessions of a Travel
Courier' by Brent Hudson and more archive
films Ifrom Tony Hall-Petch of the Science
Museum. The summer outing to the Great
Central fsilway at Loughborough had heen
very well supported, but unfortunately was
one of the hottest days of the year so
steam overations on the reilway were sus-—
pended! The evening outing in Auguet on
the Kennet & Avon Canal near Reading had
also proved relatively succesaful with 29
members and friends enjoying a pleasant
cruise.

Ag editor of the Newsletter, the Chairman
hed been gratified by the resnonse to his

the committee.

In conclusion, the Chairman thanked the
comnittee for their efforts during the
year - Mike Norris for organising the
Christmas Dinner and Charlie Smith for
providing specialised A/V equipments.

5. TREASURER'S REPORT

The Ireasurer, Mike Walker, presented
the accounts for 1984 which showed that
the outatanding balance had dropped from
£223.18 at the start of the year to
£1839.75 at present. Turnover for the year
was £1,097,.32 with a peid-up membership
of 53. Significant factors hsd been the
major increase in room charges from £2
per meeting at the Marlow Donkey %o £15
at the Cheguers; the Christmas dinner had
also made a losa of £30. Roger Bowen pro-
posed that the accounts be accented, and
Alastair Watson seconded this proposal.

5. SUBSCRIPTION RATE

The subject of the annuel subscription
for 1985 was debated in detail by the
meeting., The Treasvrer presented a break-
down of ertimated expenditure for the
coming year, highlighting the £165 room
hire charges and £120 for the Newsletter:
the total exvenditure for the yesr was
expected to be £451. BEven with the
present balance of £189.75, it was likely
that the total income would fail to meet
expenditure if there was no increase in
the snnual subscription of £2 and/or the
meeting fee (50p).

Two options were put forward to solve
this problem - £4 snnual subscription
without eltering the meeting fee, or £3
aubscription with 75p meeting fee. After
some discussion, Roger Bowen proposed
that the latter be adopted, Roy Hee act-
ing as seconder. The debate then became
quite heated before Alan Wheeler,
seconded by Ron Brookes, oroposed a for-
mel amendment t¢ the original motion,
seeking a £5.00 annual subscrivtion
without changing the 50p meeting fee.

Although questions of procedure were
raised, a vote was eventually taken by



show of hands with the result thst the
amended motion was passed by 18 to 9,
with 1 abstension. A 1985 subserivntion
rate of £5.00 was therefore confirmed,
with an uwnchenged meeting fee of S50p.

7 .NORMAN ASTON-SNITH TROPHY

Voting took place by way of bellot forms
for the best article in the "Marlow
Donkey" during 1984. The winner of the
£10 book token was John Sears for hie
entertaining article in the Harch edition
"Donkey Bites Car", describing the
accident at Cookham Level Crossing.

8. PORTHCOMING EVEHTS in 1985

The Secretary, Peter Greatorex, announced
confirmation of the February and April
meetings but revorted that Michael Harris
was unable to speak to the Society in
March. He was now hoping to engege Chris
DLeigh, aditor of the Model Railway Con-
structor, to speak at the meeting instead.

Looking further ahead, possible mpeakers
for the end of the season, and the first
hslf of next season, were reviewed;
mention of the proposed return of Mike
Hanscomb to describe the intricacies of
signalling and Bret Hudson to continue
his Trans-Siberian tales produced a
particularly favourable response.

The meeting was reminded of the summer
outing to the East Somerset Railway at
Grenmore, preceded by David Shepherd's
talk on "Railway Preservation" at the
April meeting. As yet, no decision hed
been reached on the August evening outing,
ITEMS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION
{z) Mike Walker amnnounced the Chiltern
Prains film shows at High Wycombe on
9 February, for which he was selling
tickets.

(b) The membershin were msked to comment
on the content of meetings over the

last year or =o. The majority of

those present exnressed general satis-
faction with the variety of topics
covered, althovgh a minority felt that
there was excemsive coverage of
foreign railways. Suggestions for
speakers and/or tovics were then
solicited: Mike Walker offered to
epproach Tony Parkin, Chairman of
ROTA, for a talk later in the year.

Roger Bowen meutioned the trios
acheduled for 26 Januery, 3 February
and 16 Pebruery with 449é 'Sir Nigel
Gresley' running from Marylebone to
Stratford-on-Avon. I% was exvected

(e)

that 'Clan Line' and 'Leander' wonuld
be runaing similar trios in the
Spring.

10. ELBCLION Of COMUITIEE

1984 Committee: Bas Woodward, Chairman
Peter Greatorex, Sec.
Mike Walker, Treasurer
Roger Bowen
Roy kKee
Kike Norris
Roger Woodham

Roger Bowen, Mike Walker and Roger Woodham
were standing down in accordence with
Society rvule, and Roy llee hed heen Fforced
to resign becanse of other commitments.
Only one nomination hnd been received,
thet of Alan ‘Wheeler, proposed by Mike
Valker and reconded by Peter Greatorex;
Hike Norris asked for other nominations
from the floor, but none were fortheoming.
Three committee members standing down
were therefore re-elected, with Alan
Wheeler replocing Roy Mee, unopposed.

11l. VOTE OF THAHKS

Ted NMcDoneld congratulated the Committee
on behrlf of the membershin for its h=rd
work doring 1984, and epecial mention
wea mode of Roy Mee whone efforts would
be sorely missed,

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO

Roger Bowen

Five years into British Railways moderniss-
tion plan in 1960 meant th=% deliveries of

new tyves of rolling stock continued unsbated,

In February 1960 the first of whet has
become one of the most suvccesaful diesel-
electric tynes was delivered to British
Railways Southern Region. No.D6500, the
first of 98 diesel-electric locomotives
built by Birmingham Railway Carriage and
Wagon Co Ltd with Sulzer 1550 hp engines
intended for a1l non-eleectric services
within the Kent Const modernisation scheme
area. The most noiable psrt of the design
was the provision of eleectric heating for
prasenger trains, with no provision for
steam heating, a unigue situation in 1960.

The most historic event, however, was the
naming on 18th March 1960 at Swindon Works
of the last steam locomotive to be built for
British Railways, N0.92220 "Evening Stnr",
Mr. R.+'. Hanks, who vresided, =aid thot it
was & very moving occasion, but also a very
proud day for Swindon. He trusted he wonld
not be considered parochizl in seying that
Great Western men everywhere would find
gsatisfaction that it fell to Swindon to
build this locomotive. For 118 years the
Works had specialised in steam locomotive
production of guite outetanding merit. Re-
ferring to No.32220 Mr. Hanks mcceded that
she was not of Grest Western breed but they
hod done their best to "dolly her nup™. The
engine wes the 999th and lest of the British
Railways standard tyves.

Closure of lines and services still featured
strongly. On Tth March local passenger
services were withdrawn between Cheltenham

Spa (St James) and Honeybourne. On let Feb-
ruary the 394 mile long branch from
Farranfore Junction to Valentis Harbour,

the moat westerly railhead in Eurooe, was
closed by Coras Iompair Eireann. On 2nd May
the pnsseunpger service between Guisborough
and Eoftua, North Eastern Region, wers with-
drawn and on June 13th Barnstoble (Victoria
Road) closed, irains being diverted to
Bernstable Junction.

The last steam locomotive on the Cansdian
Netionsl Railways, 4-8-2 No.6043, built in
1929, was withdrawn in Spring 1960.

On 5th April a svecial train conveying the
President of the French Republic, Gencrel de
Genlle, was worked from Gatwick Airvort to
Victoria with "West Country"” No.34017
"Ilfracombe® and four Pullman cars.

In the Soring three 84XXX series ¢lass w2
standard 2-6-27 tanke were st Eastleigh
Worke for modification for us=e on the Isle
of Wight. On 29th March No.92274, & QF
2-10-0 was tested over the steenly graded
Somerset and Dorset line to see whether
this claes could work unassisted with heavy
passeager trains on summer Saturdays. In
April the Brown-Boveri gas turbine locomo-
tive Ho.18000 wae st Swindon Works nending
e decimion on whether to scrap it or convert
it to diesel-electric working.

Clearly then the Syring oi 1960 wes an
historic neriod for railways in this country
the major event being the neming and enter-
ing into service of British Railways last
steem locomotive.



VIDEO REVIEWS

A Lineside Look at Model Railways
Chess Velley Video - 50 mins - £24.95

hzny of ue like our reilwayse in mcales less
than 12" to 1ft, but this offering will
interest all enthueiaste. Bob Symes is our
gnide to nine of our greatest model railways.
Included are clessics such es Chiltern Green
(N gauge), Wyndleaham Cove (BM), the small
but incredibly detailed Bevieys (34} and tie
immense Brompion & High Peak, a 60' x 30°

0 gauge system. Two gerden railwaya are in-
cluded, one featuring & seale model of
Birmingham New Street end the Bull Ring es
it ie today.

In addition to modern BR all four pre-
natinnalisation companiea are featured to-
gether with narrow gauge in the shape of
Dave Rowe's Axford layout. Dave's wife
Shirley explains the making of realistic
model trees - how to make the Wyre Forrest
in an evening. Pun intended!

The remarkeble feaiwre of this tene is the
technical quelity. The camera takes the
viewer deep into the layouts giving the
“"acale" eye level view, rather than the
nauel birds eye view. Add to this the high
standard of modelling featured and a care-
fully writien commentary and one has an
excellent promotion for the model railway
hobby.

Union Pacific Steam Express
3985 The Chsllenger

Steam Powered Video - 60 mins - £29.95

Not all our members are interested in North
American railways, but nearly all like
steam, wherever it comes from Aand the bigger
the better. Well they dont come bigger than
this these éays. Yhe tave shot by "Video
Reils"™, follows the restoration to service
in 1981 and then a summer 1982 trip from
Cheyenne to Pocatello, Salt Lake City and
beck to Cheyenne.

Lineside run peste, pacing from rosd and 2ir
and footplate action 1e mpliced by conducted
tours of the 500 ton 4-6+46-4 and its cab. At
Pocatello we eavesadrop on the city's
centennial celebrations.

The recording’'s fechnical gunlity is good
bearing in mind it was recorded on the US
low definition NTSC and converted to the UK
high definition PAL system. There is no back
ground music and commentary is minimal and
purely technical. Loecations are noted by
simple captions leaving the viewer to wit-
ness and hear the world's lsorpest active
steam locomotive in full cry at 70 mph!

Highly recommended.

BOURNE END - A VERY SPECIAL

STATION

David Gardner

To many psople foday Bourne Bnd station im
merely a atarting point in a journey to the
Metropolis or perhaps Reading end the West
of “ngland, but in ite heyday it employed a
staff of twenty persons and in addition to
the normal passenger and goods Bervice
which was quite extensive it deelt with up
to 6 or 7 excursions at peak times working
to and from Bourne End, Marlow or Windsor
in conjunction with Salters Steamers.

However, let um first look at what the
station was like in those grander days. It
was built and opened by the Wycombe Reilway
in 1854 and was originally lmown as Marlow
Road and nntil 1873 when the Great Marlow
branch was opened was similar in size and
appearance to other stations on the Wycombe
Hailwey. It wam thereafter extended and a
second platform put in. The name was
changed to Bourne End from lat January 1874

Entry to the etation from Meidenhead was
and still ie over an iron bridge which
crossesa the Thames but the approach embank-
ments for the original trestle bridge are
8till visible to this day either side of
the river.

Poasibly unique nowasdays the station was a
branch on a branch. The down and originel
platform hed a bay for Marlow trains which
extended almost to the road and level with
the front of the Reilway Hotel, now called
the ¥Firefly. The bay wes entirely on a
curve and the line leading away to Marlow
go sherp that it reovired check rails.
There were two eignal boxes here, the
South Box being the larger of the two with
50 levers. However, when this box was
closed in 1956 and a ground frame put in
the North Box which only had 14 or 15
levers was extended! For a fairly smell
place Bourne End saw a good deal of
gpecial treffic, much of it originating
from the G.C. lines, but also from Bristol
and the Weat of Englend, and as has been
steted were usaelly run in connection with
Saltera Steamers,

Many clrsses of engine are renorted to

heve vieited the branch line but of those
¥nown to» me Director cleas D1l 62666
*Zeebrugge® must be amonget the most
notable when it hauled the Northern Rubber
Special to Bourne End on 6th June 1953.
Other noteworthy visitors have been Ex-
LBSCR class H2 32425 *'Trevose Head' on
29th July 1956, BR 9¥ 92220 'Bvening Star'
on 3rd Apnril 1960 with the Six Counties
Ltd, and former LMS Jubilee No.45562
'Alberta' on 2nd ey 1963. A remarkeble
event happened in 1940 when, due to 2 bomb
on the mein line between Hanwell and wWest
Ealing, traffic was diverted via the
Maidenhead-Wycombe line. Thus the 'up’
Cornish Riviera Ltd and 'down' Penzance
Sleever pessed through our small junction
station. Whether a King clasa was in charge
of either of these exnresses is not known
but during the early 1960's an Ercol
Farnitere Excursion from Marlow to the
conet was hauled by a County class loco-~
motive, which like the Kings were normelly
restricted to certain main line routes only.

Many great characters worked on or arocund
the station over the years. One was Percy
Payman who later rose to be Station Mazter
at Peddington. Another old timer was Reg
Judge who started ae & boy porter in the
early 1900's and worked hir way up to be
signelman of the South Box. On retirement
he wes asked to stay on aes a Goods Clerk
and 8id not finally atop working until he
weB in his T0's, Now well in his 90's he
8till lives in Bourne Bnd as does Percy
Payman. Another long serving railman was
Lee Doughty who started his career in 1931
on the permanent way and was to heve the
distinetion of being the lest signalman to
work the Horth Box before it clomred on 1l3th
June 1971, He then became a familiar figure
in the ticket office, continuing these
duties after retiring age until ill health
forcéd him to stop working in October 1982.
He too lives on close to where he worked
for ro long.

Apparently at times special trains were run
for the good ladiea of the Women's



Institute and, as Les put it, "There was
only the ong toilet on the station and you
cen imagine the state that it got into, but
those ladies tinped ua well so we didn't
mind what cleaning up we had to do after-
wards!®™ One incident thrt got into the
National Prese hgppened in 1930/1 when the
'Donkey' went off to Marlow without its two
coach train giving the loco crew something
of a surprise when they discovered what had
happened. Whether the driver on that
occasion was Vic Hore or not is not recorded
but he and his fireman Charlie worked the
Merlow Donkey for a great many years until
the 1950's.

Before the s8ll too familiar Auto coaches
appeared the Marlow service was worked by
an ex Clifton Downe set which was used from
the 1930's until 1947, Motive power for this
would mowt probably have been a '517!' tank
nntil '48XX*, leter renumbered 'l4XX' tanks
took over.

Between the wara the Maidenhead/Wycombe
treins were worked by County 4-4-2 tanka
with Nos. 2224/36/49 being regular
performers and on Sundays a City or Flower
clees 4-4-0 would work one of the schednuled
services, 61¥XX 2-6-2 tanke began taking

over main branch trains in the 1930's until
they commanded all but & few trains. Pick-
up goode were worked by 57XX tanks and in
post-war years by 94XX tanks, aleo both
classes took their turn on the odd passenger
train. During the war the Wycombe/NMaidenhead
branch was &an important cross country route
and meny foreign engines came to or pesred
throuch Bourne End. However, there was still
a locel service and on one occaslon an army
exercise took plece in the area with the
object of the manoceuvres being to get to
Marlow through enemy lines without being
spotted. The locel Home Guard had no trouble
they caught the train!

There were many more amusing incidents over
the years and one of theee concerned a
pignalman who had a liking for dominoes.
Apparently between trains he would pop into
the Reilwey Hotel for a game or two until
someone came to tell him that cars and
lorries were atretched as far aB the eye
could see either side of the croseing gates.
Before his nocturnal vieit to the hostelry
the signelmen had forgotten to re-open the
gates to road traffic!

With the closure of the Wycombe aection of

the branch in 1970, all through traffie
ceased and with it the many varied ex-

cursiona, Bourne End might then have become
a sleepy terminus but for the formation in
1972 of the lkeidenhead/Marlow Railway
Passenger Association, which has kept the
branch alive ever Bince.

On 15th July 1973 e steam day was held to
celebrate the centenary of the Marlow line.
Bourne End was used g8 a base for the steam
locomotives, 1450 took care of the Marlow
trains and 6106 and 6998 'Burton Agnes Hall'®
worked end to end on the Bourne End-Maiden-
head trains. The day was an outstanding
success desnite continuous rain and pui
Bourne End and the branch well and truly on
the map once more.

Even 1984 produced eventful moments as on
11th February & 'Hastings' class '202' DEMU
paid a visit with a Branch Line Society
tour special. Then later in the year an ex-
perimental 10 week Sunday service was
introduced on 24th June. With the full
Summer Sunday mervice being re-instated for
19385 do I hear voices saying the Wycombe-
Bourne End line will be put back and opened
to traffic again? Ah! those ghosts must be
laid to reat but others may rise and perhaps
bring back many more memories.

Since this article was prepared we have
learned of the sad news of the death of
Les Doughty in mid-February. (2d.)

Ex-1.B8SCR Atlanlic 32425 “Trevose Head'at Bourne End on
29th July 1956 with "The Riverside Special” from East Croydon.
{ N Aston-Srith collecion A.Wheeler )
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