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CHATRMAN'S NOTES

"In spite of British Rail's troubles and the discomfort visited upon
travellers by strikes, the disappearance of the breakfast kipper, the
non~appearance of the advertised restaurant car, the horror of burgers

in the buffet and the failure of the system tc cope with a few inches

of snow, there are still millions of people who are in love with the

idea of railways." These words recently introduced a series of articles
in the Sunday Observer Supplement. The writer Alexander Frater has
explored some of our lesser known routes and others which run through
spectacular countryside. The illustrations by Alain Garsmeur are of a
similar standard. In his first article Mr. Frater describes the seventy two
miles from Settle to Carlisle, built against terrible odds as the Midland
Railway's reply to the LNWR's Lancaster to Carlisle route. His second
article takes the reader from Carlisle along the coast to Barrow-in-
Furness where high explcsives and nuclear waste take precedence over
passengers.

I must admit that the very genuine grief that was expressed by diesel
enthusiasts at the demise of the Class 52 "Westerns" suprised us steam
buffs. In fact no fewer than seven of this class have been preserved.
Now another class of modern locomotives has been withdrawn, the 55's

or Deltics. They were built to replace sieam haulage on the King's Cross
to Edinburgh line back in the sixties. On the 2nd of January No. 55015
named Tulvar made a special run to Edinburgh just for enthusiasts to
pay their last tributes. One locomotive called King's Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry has been earmarked for the National Railway Museum

at York and no doubt the Deltic Preservation Society hopes to purchase
one of the remaining eleven.

It was most pleasing to find a Daily Telegraph reader providing

a retort to editorial ( and correspondents' ) anti-railway views.
He concludes his excellent letter: "Sniping at the railways because
they are nationalised or because we can't get our industrial
relations sorted out is neither constructive nor profitable.”

Meetings held at the Marlow Donkey Affiliated to the Transport Trust



May I recommend to all lovers of the old GWR a 1981 publication by
Bryan Holden and Kemneth H Leech entitled Portraits of 'Castles?',

a book in which every example of this outstanding class is illustrated
and described. Most of these wonderful locomotives were cut up by
Cashmores of Newport or Hayes of Bridgend, but there are still eight
in existence. Three of these were Barry hulks and went to Tyseley
to be cannibalised for spares to keep Clun Castle in good order.
However one of these No. 7027 Thornbury Castle, is considered
worthy of a rebuild. The Castle class had a great advantage

over their more powerful sisters, the Kings — they could be used
practically anywhere on the Western Region.

Chiltern Trains of Chinnor broke new ground recently. They hired
High Wycombe Town Hall for a film evening. As in previous in 1982
they intend to run about fifteen excursions, but this year some

of them will originate from stations on the Buston line. By
doing this the company hopes to attract custom from the Tring,
Berkhamsied and Watford areas. One repeat journey from our

local stations will be the Skye Train. As one who travelled

on last year's weekend journey I can recommend this venture as
being good value for money.

Congratulations to the Great Western Society. On the 27th and
28th March they are celebrating their 21st birthday. The
Society were very fortunate indeed to be offered the Didcot
site with its large shed and workshops. Bach succeeding year
has seen improvements - two running lines, carriage sheds,

and even a turntable has been installed.

A useful and very inexpensive booklet has recently bheen added
to my railway reference books. For a mere 50p Ian Allan have
published Preserved Locomotives 1981. In the useful notes is
included the current home of each engine. Our younger bretheren
will no doubt appreciate the sections dealing with diesel and
electric preservations.



THURSDAY NIGHT PROGRAMME AT 19.45 HOURS FOR 20.00 HOURS

15th April 1982 - "Points and Aspects" - Talk with film by
D C Webb of GEC ~ General Signals

20th May 1982 - "Colorado Journey'" - Talk by Mike Walker

17th June 1982 - "Freight Train Operation in the Western

Region" (to be confirmed) - Talk by London
Division WR member of staff

15th July 1982 - "6024, The Restoration, from the Horses
Mouth!™ - Talk with slides by D K Polley of
6024 Preservation Society

19th August 1982 - No meeting, but provisionally a visit by
coach to Pendon Museum. Details from Mike
Walker

16th September 1982

It is hoped to have a return of Don Fendley
who gave us a talk on steam in the North East
two years ago

ANNUAL CLUB EXCURSION

This is planned for Sunday, 18th July to the Kent and East Sussex Railway.
Details from Stan Verrinder.

CHILTERN TRAINS

Excursions from joint line stations including High Wycombe area as follows:

3rd April - Calais

8th May - Bulb Fields or Nene Valley Railway
22nd May - Boulogne and Le Toquet

5th June - Chatsworth House or Crich Tramway

Museum, or York

20th June - Isle of Wight

18th July - Wellington, or Chester or Llangollen Railway

: and Canal

Ist August - Seaside Trip

15th August - Carnforth and Windermere

10th-1ith September - Dieppe and Rouen

18th September - Cardiff
24th September - Blackpool Illuminations
25th September - " "

16th October - France

Details from Chiltern Trains, 1| Druids Walk, Chinnor, Oxford 0X9 4JF
(tel Kingston Blount 52198).

MARLOW-MAIDENHEAD PASSENGERS ASSOCIATION

Have one excursion planned from Marlow, Bourne End, etc, to Great Yarmouth.
Details from MMPA, 2 Mill Court, Cores End Road, Bourne End (tel Bourne
End 28810).



LNER SOCIETY

Have one excursion from joint line stations including High Wycombe to
Carnforth and Lake District coach tours on 3rd May. Details from LNER
Society, Little Tile House, Nightingales Lane, Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4SL
(tel Little Chalfont 2952).

KEITH COACHES

Coach tours of rail interest from Aylesbury conducted by your Secretary,
Roger Bowen: ’

3rd-4th April - Brunel Weekend

Ist May . - Great Central Trail
23rd May - Mid Hants Railway
12th June - Great Central Trail
4th July - East Somerset Railway
24th July - Great Central Trail
2nd-3rd October - Brunel Weekend
23rd October - Great Central Trail

The Brunel Weekends are joint with BR (Western Region) and are also available
from Paddington and stations to Reading (oneway coach, oneway rail).

The Great Central Trails are joint with BR (London Midland Region) are also
available from Marylebone Station (oneway coach, oneway rail).

The Mid Hants and East Somerset Tours will also pick up in High Wycombe.
Details from Keith Coaches, 30 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2LH
(tel Aylesbury 28686)



SOME TRAIN' Ted_Gregory

"Tpotsky put in an enormous amount of work, covering thousands
of miles in his famous armoured train. This train, his head-
guarters for 2% years, was an amazing contraption, a small
town on wheels.

In Trotsky's own words: "Its sections include a radio station,
secretariat, a printing press, a telegraph office, a restaurant,
an electric power station, a library, a garage and a bath.

The train was so heavy it needed 2 engines. Part of the train
was a huge garage holding several automobiles and a gasoline
tank.

The engines and carriages were protected by sand bags piled up
behind rivetted iron plates, 13 inches thick and reinforced with
from 6 to 18 inches of concrete.

Each section possessed its own nest of machine-guns."

GOOD FUTURE FOR COAL -~ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES Wilf Long

. Wi¥ has sent the Editor an interesting article from the 1980
December issue of "Engineering" which unfortunately cannot be
reproduced in the Marlow Donkey. The best description of

it comes from the headnote "Railways are the one form of
ground transport that can run as well on coal or residual
fuels as any other fuel, and America, Australia, China and
several African states are looking at new design techniques.
Dr John E Sharpe of Queen Mary College, University of London,
outlines the econcmic factors influencing the choice of rail-
way motive power suggesting that the coal-burning Rankine-
cycle locomotive is greatly more cost effective than current
diesel or electric locomtives-and their projected developments."

If you would like to read the article please ask Wilf or Stan
Verrinder so that you can borrow a copye.



25 YEARS AGO R D BOWEN

In March 1957 British Railways was looking forward to the future. Announcing
the programme of improvements for the coming year Sir Brian Robertson, Chairman
of the British Transport Commission, claimed that the pace of modernisation was
rapidly increasing and that over a third of the total sum of £1,200 million to
be spent under the modernisation plan had been committed.

To emphasise this fact the BTC placed contracts at the end of March for 60
complete electric locomotives, plus 40 sets of equipment for BR built

locomotives for the Crewe-Manchester and Crewe-Liverpool electrification schemes.
Orders were also placed for five high speed diesel-electric de-luxe units with
the Metropolitan-Camnell Carriage and Wagon Co Ltd of Saltley, Birmingham, for
use on new Pullman services between St Pancras and Manchester (Central) and
between Paddington and both Bristol (Temple Meads) and Wolverhampton (Low Level).

At the end of March 1957 the first four of 57 three car electric units with
GEC electrical equipment built at Eastleigh Works, Southern Region were delivered
to Stonebridge Park Depot, London Midland Region for Watford line services.

Abroad, nearing completion, were two prototype "Class 10" Pacifics for the
German Federal Railways. These locomotives, three cylinder simples built by
Krupp, were intended for 100 mph working on lightweight inter-city express
trains.

Unfortunately troubles in Ireland are not a recent problem. On 2nd March 1957
IRA men "hi-jacked™ a GNR(1) freight train at Londonderry and sent the
locomotive, Class SG3 0-6-0 No 13 careering crewless into the terminus.

The death occurred on 9th March 1957 of Robert H Whitelegg, who was appointed
Locomotive Superintendent of the London, Tilbury and Southend Railway in

1910 and in 1918 became Locomotive Superintendent of The Glasgow and South
Western Railway. After the 1923 grouping Mr Whitelegg joined Beyer Peacock
and Co Ltd as General Manager, retiring in 1930. )

In April 1957 the Western Region West of England line saw its first Pullmans
since the days of the "Torquay Pullman". The reason was a dockers dispute at
Southampton resulting in passengers from the RMS "Queen Mary" being transhipped
at Plymouth from Cherbourg. Trains of SR Pullman car stock was worked from
Plymouth (Millbay Docks) to Paddington by "King" and "Castle" Class locomotives.
The 4~4-0 "City of Truro" was at this time regularly working the 12.42 pm Didcot
to Southampton, and 4.56 pm return, via Newbury and Winchester (Chesil) of
course.

New locomotives were being built in profusion in March 1957, two diesel-electric
0-6-0's; four class "5" 4-6-0's; two class "4" 4-6-0's; two class "4" 2-6-0's;
one clags "2" 2-6-~2T's and five class "9F" 2-10-0's.
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not Hili, o Whe Fervee ol cuner—cloev:ition ot oo o the o crves
must ve cnite cxcoereive deraite the nmaeesge of slww Locel
passenger and Ireight treins.

At 5t. Plorentin we sloved 1o negotizve the connection onto the
comdleted nortion of the new high sperd line =nd aromntly come

to a stend for 13 minuvtes. An 2pology vas wmede over the 2.a. end
heving finclly got the 211 clear we took ofif. With no less then

23 hn/ton {APT 17.5hn/ton and HST 12hn/ton) the serformsnce is
fantzetie, taking only 5 minwtes or so 1o reach the current line
epead of 260 km/h (162mph). The new line, of which 168 miles =re
currently in use, is 2 magnificent niece of civil engineering

and z greest contrazst to 21l existing railways. Laid out for
eventual 300km/h running (187%mph) it hss gentle, well suner
elevated curves. The gradients are testimony to 2GV's great pover.
This line does not bother with cuttings or tunnels to negotiste
hills but instead goes over the top with gradients as steep as

1 in 23! At one point the line climbs steeper than a parallel mein
rosd winding up a hill, yet the speed remins a steady 160mph
power on uphill, coasting down. There is one speed restriction
not for 2 bend but where a 1 in 28 climb becomes 2 1 in 28 descent
and speed is reduced to 137mph to prevent the TGV becoming air-
borne at the zpex!

Two intermediate stztions are provided =2t lizcon and Fontchanin,
train 607 peusing briefly only st the lstter. Both have loop lines
off the main line serving the vlatforms which have well designed
red brick and gless buildings and nlenty of shelter. The pointwork
for these loops and the regular emergency crossovers is barely
noticeable even at 160mph. The track is of course pf long welded
rails on concrete sleepers, although these consist af a block
vunder each rail joined by a tie bar. '

This brings us to the ride which, frankly, was 2 litile disappointing.
On both the 0ld and new track there is a =light but constent
lateral oscilation. The ride is nothing like zs bzd as the normal
WCML offering but fails to metch the suverb ride of an HST on the
WR's billiard table out of Paddington. The new track is still of
covrse bedding down and much overnight temping work appears to be
in progress whilst the SNCF is still fine tuning the TGV suspension
of air and coil springs which shonld imvprove matters. Sound
insulation is second to none. One conld pass another TGV and not
know it wnless one looked out of the window, despite a closing
speed of over 300mph! :

Ko fixed. signals are displayed alongside the new line, instead a
cab display indicates the state of the track and any speed
restrictions etc. to the driver.

The original PLN rowvte is rejoined just north of Lyon and the

final approach to the city is round a series of sharp curves and
several short twnnels before the stop at Lyon Botteaux. rrom here

it is a2 short journey to the TGV's terminus at Lyon Perrache which

is reached by a wviaduct over the River Rhone which was in flood,

25 was the Siene at Paris and much of the countryside between. -
Arrival at Lyon was 10 minutes late due to the delay at St. Florentin.

As befits the second city in France, Lyon Perrache is a busy station
with 2 constant stresm of trains arriving and departing, hauled

by a variety pf electric and diesel locomotives sporting SKCEF's
exotic styling and liveries. Venerable emu and dému sets provided

a contrast with the TGV, whose Grenoble connection was formed of

one of the ETG gas turbine mnuliiple units.
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The return jou
hoving calle
train sete w

ney was by troin 818, the 11.50 from Lyon, which

d 2t 3ottesux, rans aon-ston to Paris., Agzin two

e need, oz, 25 and 27, 2nd were well loaded. They
covered the 2 miles from Lyon Perrascae to Paris Gare de Lyon
in 2 hovrs 45 ninutes, arriving 24 minutes e=srly, at an averasge
nE 95.3 mnh. The 1863 “110" of new line took a mere 65 minutes or
5 thwﬂevlnp 155.07moh average! Unfortunately my seat was on the
wrong slde voth wave to read the kilometre wosts, so an accorate

)

Ing was now 90591ole.

(93} |"5
wubmlj

v

A% oreseant 17 treias onorzte d2ily each eV thirteen 9rovide a
braic nourly Paris-Lyon service, three of which econtinue to St.
Stienne. The otaer four oweraite viz Dijon and = shorier seciion

0 Tha new route. There sre also three deily roundéd Trios Ifrom

Perie to Geneva via Lyon Bottezux. Then the new Perig-St., florentin
line ononz i 1383 there will he 21 even more iracuent scrvice and

flet 2 lhour schednle betweeon Prris znd Lyon., Alr Inter, f'rence's
internzl zirline is ¥nown to be very worried sbout the new trzians.
The frre is 218 frsnce return (z2bont 230) with 2 sundlement of

3.50f on some trains.

I “Glt tﬂ@ LGV highly imnressed =% the covrsge and tommitment of
and Prench government. The investment hee bean high,
22 tine B~'s APE vroject, but the heavy losdings 2pncar to juetify

the ;aaole. I the Cheunel Lunnel sets built we may see a modiiied
voarsion of the PGV working into London, who Ykunows? Cortainly one is
123t 2s9ling even bicger maestions 2bout the visbility of APT end
the whols stititude ol our goverameats to 33.

LGV aov onlrt arovides the worlds Ifzetest noasenger service, on the
25%h Febraary 1981 sliztly nodified LGV 16 set ua 2 nsw o world
~heed record of ?oO<T/ or 236.12mnh! Soversl te=st rung hsve seen
standerd LGV's operste eccily ot jnet over 200mnh. It seems the
Blue Riobend will be in Lrence for come Time to come.



/
125 YEARS AGO

On 19 December 1856 The Bucks Free Press il

: printed its first edition
which consisted of only 4 pages anmd cost iid. For such a :mall
paper there were a remarkable number of railway items which are
reproduced below. The present paper costs 15p and has 32 pages.

‘ADDRESS!!

ey () bty

Tear Wycombe, onc of the moet important towns in The line was. opened in 1854
Buckinghamshire — thg ccotre of s lerge parochial 2 years before the founding
Unionwand of a County Coart District—s Corporate of the newspaper.

Town seading two represemtatives to the imperial
legislature snd possessing a large manufacturing
population, cnd many institutions for moral and
intsllectual advancement, shonld be destitats of a
waekly crgan of communication with its
extensive neighbourhced, has often been matter of
surpriso; still more manifoet has been this want since]
the opening of the Branch Railway from Maideshead;
the old county divisiona are now of little importanee,
the railroad having bound in & new and enduring tie
districts which disregard these old arrangemenz. It
is this newly formed district of the Wycombe end
Maidenhead Railwsy and the associnted neighbour-
hoods that the ¢ South Buckas Free Presss”
propoces to enter upon and diligently to eultirate.

A dreadful and distressing accident took plscs om

Th\gxl':dnly httm,l .: Louth, Litnoolnahua' d:',byd wl:iid:d o, T:r:i. Reverend gentlemen were and
mable cle Al Was, in a few secon v i
Tao Rav. W, Sisson, vi%-gihg,ﬁr:?? Ao, i still are kxnown for their
at on -] orm L] 1
in;n fo:-ng nassenger train, by whioclllx he purxd mrgin: rallway trav els but they
‘Q::'“‘- Homhad s h'&‘n mr-mg; a md:!h:n sn T:s.'im must have been somewhat

[} & 2 Pllt, .
nect?:;ugt!o clrm?: whulu%&nmhu coat, wﬁfﬂm careless for two of them to
several times round, and tossed him dead on the platform, get killed in a short space

of time

The Rev, W, Syel!, carste of Fleet, Liovolnshize, disd
st Hornses from infuries received on the Gresnt Northern
Ralway. The dircetors took ons of his soos intu their
sorvico-~the Hnell now in prisom on s charge of frsud.

Mr. Senlor, a clothier, of Dewstury, has been sale
deatly sruahed to daath, st the Doncaster Btasion, by
the buffars of two oarrivges. o

At the Doncaster Bailway Station, s fow days 430, DO
fawer than sixteon oarrisges had thelr Rendles wrnnghed
off and ear-lad awwy.

Tuster, an# of the aliege wullion roblers of the South-
Eastern Railwny Compaay, was, in September, 1855
{five months ofter the enormous robbery waa effected),
aprointed trafic-superintendent of the Eoysl Swedish
Raiteay, with 2 large salary, Lavieg received from his
employers testimnonizis of ths most highdown charneter,
And yet it is said that his collusion with the geld rebbera
wes suspected from the it The revelninos of Mo
vemhar, 1550, led to his retiremmeut from the Swidish
Raiiway.
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THAME RAILWAY,

To the Ebrros of the “Bovrn Bucks Fazxs Prrzss”

Sir,

- Not being & judge of omens I do not kmow
whether to augoer we]i) or not for the success of your
paper from the fact that at the very moment you are
xtarting to supply the Wycarabe Railwey distriet, an
attempt is bring meds to convert the Wycombe Bragch
into o Thume Branch, I hope however that your sue-
cess will be berond your anticipations, while I also
hape that the attempt to carry the Wycumbe Railway
on to Thamo will prove utterly abortive.

The Wycombe Railway aceording to statements
made by wumpetent authority to & meeting of ilhe
tireat Western Shareholders, is the very best paying
branch they bave and has elso been assertod to be the
most proftable branch in England with one or two
exceptions ; while at the same time it has becn proved
befure the magistrates when the rating of the Branch
was appealed against that it wes worked et a loss of
£300 pec mile. From this we may faitly infer that
the Great Western could prove a similar result to the
Wycombe Branch shareholders if the lact of their bav-
ing leased the line to the Great Western did not render
it unnocessary, and we may also fairly infer that if the
Uranch were woiked alope, however great the trude,
sammething like such a loss would intallibly fall upon
the shareholders. ;

Kow let us see how this state of things applies to the
extension of the line. First, the Wycombe line must
be reconstructed ta make it & double lne and to avoid
sorne of the extraordinarily steep inclines and sharp
turns, Besides this almost every station is in & bole,
so that the engincs very often have to back some dis-
tance to get the nasistance of an impetus to cuable
trains to lcave the station. I[low wayld the cost of
such alterations suit the shareholders of the present
branch? It answers every purpose for which it was
intended thoroughly well, and adords to the public
greater accommodation in propartion to the traffic than
any other, which must be catirely altered if carried on
ts Thame.—Why not therefore let such a state of
things alone ! R

Let un supposs however an gitempt i mado to carry
on the line to Thamo without altering the present line
in any way and what will be the result? why that we
shall Eave three treins a day at the outside, a #ad fall-
ing off for the neighbourhood svailing themselves of
the Ave gad a most imperfuct supply for the district
further down. A statencnt has oppeared that to
recure even such facilities by rch a line Thame and its

eichbourbood must become reaponsible for £30,000;
bt how can such a =um be expectod to muko fifleen
Vaon wiles of milway oven by the Thame people in

their cenger anticipation of railway sccommodation?
They cuanct coally calculate upon’len than £10.000
per milo, sad though  great part may be borrowed the
shares must be Liable for the interest.” Then look down
towards Thame and soo what trade for a Railway can
reasonably be expected there when it has already been
proved before & Committes of the Housc of Commons
that there is no probability of their being sufficient to
justify an outlay however swell it would be,

Depend upon it this movement is orly set on foot by
the Groat Western Railway to answer their own pur-
pose, and 2 main feature in their calculation is that of
exdudm&:lmgxmble competition. They know well
enongh that aa cheaper and more ready means of con-
structing railways come into use it cannot by many
years before & more direct line from London to Oxford
s wanted, and then would be the time for Thame to
be really woll sccommodated. I would therefure
advies thum to pause before they tncograge a little line
Fhi Soper(ess baneh ks bu'the M ' Lok ST

im] ma; o means i
reailly guod l.;tmk line. 7 of stopping 8

gy to the lindowners soe that you have o reall
good line before you consent to h:reru;:mr estaten cn{
o pieces, and remember that having = bad line will
ot only most certainly at some day be & great means of
preventing a better one befng made, but will do all the
damaage that a good one d, while the avantags of
the inferior accommodation such e line would afford to
the adjoining property is very doubtful,

I say to the proposed sharcholders take care that you
dn not invest your money for the beucfit of the Great
Western Railway instead of Lzuur own; and bear in
mind hewever good an offer they may make von the
bave already been paying bardly any dividends ata
aad who. knows how eoon the aciive competition of
other Railways mng.prevcm their being able to make
good any recklcss bargain. Aud do not forget also, if.
you think of working the line with them how easy it
s fur them teo prove s lom instead of gunin, and
bow atill more cortain the loss wotld be if you werk the
line by vourselves.

I aay finally to the public do all vou can to kecp
this little Beanch as it is, It atfords’ wnusually great
rdvantages to Fou and pars & fair remuncration to the
Shareholders, although { feel sure the latter might be
increased by lowering the fares, and giving greater
ficilities fur Goods Traffic, such for instance, as is now
afforded by the North Western line,

Iam,
Your obedient Servant,

Hizh Wycombe,
Dee. 17, ' ’ Q.

The writer did not get his wish as the Thame extension was bduilt
only 6 years later in 1862 and 2 years later was in Oxford.

The comments on the quality of the line was echoed by MacDermot
in his "History of the GWR where he said " It was a single line
of cheap construction”.

The leasing of the line by the GWR from the Wycombe Railway for
a fixed rent was not an unusual arrangement; there were several
examples of this. The shareholders had a bargain hecause they
received 5% whereas the GWR interest rate in 1856 was only 23%
and stayed around that for nearly 30 years.

Who was the writer of the letter? He must have been well-
known locally to be given so much space. I suspect it was
the owner of the newspaper,



