MARLOW & DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

liewsletter lumbex 1. APRIL 1977

It is very pleasant to he ablae to write this first leftter to members so soon
after the idea of Tommin~ the Society was mooted. FPFrom » nonversation in

early Jenunary to entablishment in Tebruary and fo » membersiip of twenty-six

in March is not bad going. Certainly those who played a vart in fomaing the
society are very gratilied, althoush we know that it is now np to us Lo see

that it srows in a manner and to a size theat is readily controllable and in

such a way thot personnl contact among members is not swanned hy Torce of numbers,

A1l memders are by definition railway enthusiasts and it is %o be hoped that
everyone will in the course of time contrinute to the Fociety's activities in
order that onr enthusiaswm may be wmaintained at a high level, ‘e aim to make
our programme interesting enough to persusde as mony membe=n ag nosoible to
attend as many maetings as possille, and we vely on your advice and criticism
(constructive, we hope) te ensure that onr hopes ore readised,

"nelosed with this Jetter you will find your nembesship coard, and list of
members {which will periodieally lie upiated), a cony of the ocietyts »ules,

and 2 schedule of our nlms for the next few months, TIn the nature of things we
may be obliged to vary our nrorramme and where nossible notice of changes will
be :iven to 211 mambers in good time. VWhere we are unable 1o do so we will still
try to put on an alternative item which wiil, we hope, sugar the pill,

Yrom time to time we may decide to venture out of Marlow either on a visit of our
own or in oxder to suppovt a trin spousored hy anothew socicty in the area.

Where posaible writhen a‘vice of suech visits will be siven in future newsletters,
but otherwise they will be bhrought to your notice at one of our monthly meetings

at the "Nonkey®,

If any of our members belongy te another “ociety and wish to publicise its
activities omong our om membership we hone fthatl they will feel free to do so
either hy sending the hsimman a note to he included in the next newsletter or
Wy stonding wp and Aeclaiming in a loud voice beiore the main item at nny one of
onr meatings,

e look forward to a sood altendnnce at the "Nonkey" on ‘nril 21st.

CHATREAN,



MARTOW & DISTRICT RATIWAY SOCIETY

Adng of the Society

To increase knowledge and to further interest in all aspects of standard
and narrov-gaige railways by means of discussion, films, talks by
vigiting speakers and by visits to centres of railway interest,

Rles of the Society

1)

2)

3)

4)

Membership

lembership of the Society shall be open 1o anyone over the age of
sixteen years with en interest in standard or narrov~gauge railways,

OfTicers

The founder-members shall serve as an interim commitfee and shall

call a General Weeting of members within {welve months of the

formation of the Society at which an election for committee membership
shall be held, The committee shall consist of not less than five and
not more then seven members who shall elect the Officers of the Society
viz., Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, The committee shall have powex
to co—opt other members as may be found desirable. At each Annual
General Neeting the lhree commillee members with longest service on the
conmitiee shall stand down and shall De elirible for rewelection. A%
the first Genersl T'eeting the three to stand down shall be decided by
mutnal agreement or by drawing of lots,

Subseription

The annual subseription shall he £2,00 payable on joining the Society
thereafter on January st of each year, MWembera shall also pay the
sum of twenty~five pence each per meeting attended, The funds of the
Sociaty shall be vaed by the committee to defray the cost of

accommodation, postare, stationery, telephones, hire of films or slides,
payment to visiting speakers, visits by members to railway centres or
otherwisze in the interests of the Soeciety es the committee shall see fit.
An accounting of income and expenditure shall be given by the Treasurer
at each Annual General Meeting,

The rules of the Society may be changed only at fnnual General Meetings
by a majority vote of paid-up members vpresent,
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THE RATIVAYS OF SOUTHIG Gt iCR

To many people Greece mezns ancient ruins and above all the Acropolis,
Vhilst no one who visits JSouthern Greece should miss these vionderful sights
a railway enthusiast hos much else to interest him. ’

The Greek Railways are entirvely Htate omed and in 1971 consisted of 975 miles

of standard gawre line, GO0 miles of metre gange line, 14 niles of 750 mem.

gauge line and 18 miles of 600 m.m. gauge line, Both the standard and metre
gauge serve lthens, wailst the whole railway network of the Pelopomnane io

metre _—auge except Tor the 750 m.m. paure rack and adhesion line ivom Diakofto

to Kalavritn., In addition to the State Railwoyvs the Athens Eleciric Railwoy is

a standard gauge line 17 wiles long froem Piraeus, the port of Athens, to Kifis ia
in its northern suburbs, I% is the only electric railwsy in Greece and uses 3Srd
rail multiple—unit{ stock, ijogt of this wvas built by L.A.L. in Jest Germany
between 1952-58 but some older woodsn bodied stock built in Pelgiuwn is also used.
The Athens Flectric Railway also ovms the only tramway in fireece whicsh runs on

7 miles of stendnrd gauce track Crom Pireaus to Perama. “he stock used is -hogie
cars built by Mat in Ttaly in 1938, FEver versatile this o erator also has a
bus network based in Fiveaus using Mercedes and Chausaon vehicles,

Returning to the State Railways, a2ll services in Southern Girecce now anpear to

be operated by diesel locomotives and multiple units, The only stesm seen in use
in January 1977 was a standard gauge 2-8-0 built by Baldwin in the -USA in 1947
which was shunting the sheds near Pireans. However quite a lot of "dead" steam
was seen dumped at the Pireaus sheds and on the standard gausze main line north

of Athens. This included 2-70-2's built by Ansaldo in Ttrdy in 1953-543 more
2-8-0's of the type seen in stesm, an ex British Var Dent Msgterity 2-10-0, an

ex USA class S160.-2-8-0 built for the US Transnortation Corps in the war of the
type used in 1942-43 on the .J.R, and an 0-6~0T of the US Transportation Corps
type purchased by the Jouthemn Railwav in Mngland after the war and now preserved
on the Kent & East Sussex Rallway and Keighley & Uorth Railwav, Some uaidenti—
fiable metre gauge steas was seen dumved weat of Athens, whilst a line of "dsad®
0-6=27 built by Cail in Povis in 1891-94 were seen on the 750 m.m. gauee at
Diekofto,

The present day locomotives on the standard gauge ore sone larre ghimters huilt

by XKrupp in Vest Geraany, and also an wnidentiTiable manufreturer in Roumania,
liain line locus are some huilt by General Electric in ihe U3h, hy Juag in West
Germany, and by M.L.Y. Industries in Canada, Diesel rmltiple units ars by
Esslingen in Vest Germany and some very recent deliveries from Bast fermany,

On the metre rause the only locos identified were built by the imerican Locomotive
Co. and the 750 m.m, gauge line is operated by 2 car rack and adhesion diesel
railears built by Billard of Tours, Frence, and Decauville, also Freach,

Rail gervices are not frequent by VWest Buronean standawis, but, if hased in

Athens, a muber of day trips canm he fitted in on both standard cauge =nd metre
gauge, as well as a trin on the 750 m.m. line Jrom Diakofto to Kelavrita, Mhe
latter is extremely attractive running throush a rorgse not unlilke the ‘Yelsh
Highland through the Aberslasiyn Pass in Viales. Despite =all its internal political
difficulties there appears to be no restrictions on photosrephy of eny railway
instellation, and a pernit to visit and photogranh in the main shed and works wes
readily forthcoming from the Railways Head Office. Reil frres are very reasonable



by British standards, The Greek Tourist office in London is very helpful in
providing accurate details of fares and times, whilst the official timetable
covering all State Railway services is available in Athens at 20 drachmae
(approx 35p at current exchange rate),

If anyone is considering a holiday in Greece I can thoroughly recommend them
to look at the railweys, and even better to travel on them. Steam may have
gone but there is still a 1ot of interest left. Nowhers else in Europe cen
you travel 240 miles in one metre gauge train as you cen from Pireaus to
Kalonero via Athems, Corinth, Patras and Pirghos taking 7% hours in al1,

Is your appetite whetted?

Mirther reading

1. PBuropean Narrow Gauge Steam Vol. One. by D. Trevor Rowe.
Bradford Barton, 1975,

2. Narrow Gauge Railways of Europe. by P.Allen end P.B. Whitehouse.
Ian Ailan, 1955,

3+ Steam Locomotives of Eastern Enrope. by A.E. Duramt.
David and Charles, 1966, new edition 1972

Ugeful addresses

e National Tourist Organization of Greece,
) 195-197 Regent Sireet,
LONDON., WiR 8DL,

2, Hellenic Railways Organization,
Central Administration,
1 Karolou Street,
ATHENS,
Greece,

R.D. Boweno 27/3/77



FUTURE PROGRANME

21st April Greet Centreol end Wain Line Steam Trust,
J1lustrated talk by Steve Lewis.

12th Moy Southern Flectric.
Talk illustrated with slides by Mike Halls.

23rd June Railwey Quiz with Marlow-laidenhead Railway Passengers Assn,

2ist July Continental Narrow Gauge.
Talk with slides by Roger Bowen,

Avgusgt Break.
22nd Sept Pre~grouping films from all 4 major compsnies,
20th Oct Railways of Bedford and Oxford.

Talk by RHoy l'ee and Bas Woodward.

Other activies which we hope will heppen:-—
Visit to Swindon Vorks and Miseum
Visit to Leighton Muzzard Warrow Gauge Railway

Vigit to Didcot GWS kuseum and Pendon Museum of iiniature Transnort.



